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Agreement of THE Political Parties OF Lithuania  

ON Foreign Policy Principles, Strategic Guidelines, 

and GOALS of Lithuania for 2008-2012  


The political parties of the Republic of Lithuania, 

Recognising that ensuring national security continues to be the main goal of the nation and the state,

With a view to maintaining the foreign policy based on the understanding between the political parties and the public,  

Announce the agreement on the foreign policy principles, strategic guidelines, and goals of Lithuania for 2008-2012. 
I. Main Foreign Policy Principles 

The political parties welcome successful integration of Lithuania into the European Union (hereinafter the EU), NATO, and other international organisations and support Lithuania’s active participation in them. Those objectives have been achieved by implementing an open foreign and security policy based on the understanding among the political parties of Lithuania in close cooperation with the public. The political parties will continue with the application of principles of active involvement, openness, and cooperation in the field of foreign and security policy. 

Membership of the Euro-Atlantic structures and other international organisations enhances the security and welfare of Lithuanian citizens and creates better opportunities for the development of the state and its people. Considering that foreign and security policy is inseparable from domestic policy and that they complement each other, the political parties will seek to ensure that every citizen of the Republic of Lithuania experiences the benefits of the membership. 

The political parties recognise that it is necessary to take into consideration the changes of the geopolitical environment of Lithuania and the qualitatively new circumstances of the implementation of its foreign policy due to its full-fledged membership of the EU, NATO, and other international organisations. Lithuania’s policy vis-à-vis Europe and its transatlantic policy go hand in hand by complementing each other, thus cannot be in contrast to each other. 

When addressing foreign policy issues, Lithuania mainly focuses on democratic values. The status of Lithuania as a full-fledged member of the EU and NATO widens its responsibility for fostering democratic values and international standards worldwide, as well as for successful development of relations between states, cultures, and civilisations.

Lithuania must continue to pursue its active foreign policy by being involved in the activities of the Euro-Atlantic structures and international organisations; it must contribute to the integration of the EU Member States and strengthening of NATO as the major organisation of Euro-Atlantic security, and together with the EU and NATO Member States, as well as international organisations pursue peace, stability, and establishment of democratic values worldwide.     

Taking into consideration its national interests, Lithuania shall continue to aspire to taking part in the said processes and becoming a responsible EU and NATO Member State, as well as an influential actor in the region.  

II. Strategic Foreign Policy Guidelines 

The political parties declare that the key strategic goal of the Lithuanian foreign policy is to ensure the security of the nation and the state, its democratic development and wellbeing of its citizens primarily through diplomatic means.

The political parties agree that after the recent conflict in the South Caucasus it is imperative to make a new and comprehensive analysis of the geopolitical situation in the region and review the challenges arising to Lithuania’s security and foreign policy. A common strategy for addressing possible challenges must be prepared.

The political parties agree that Lithuania should become a hub for regional cooperation initiatives and a centre for promoting Euro-Atlantic values and the spirit of cooperation that unites cultures and civilisations.

The following is needed to attain this goal:

– Active engagement of Lithuania in the EU, NATO, and other international bodies, as well as continued comprehensive engagement in crucial decision making processes;

– Reinforcement of the international role of the EU and NATO, maintenance of greater effectiveness of the Euro-Atlantic structures, and promotion of Euro-Atlantic cooperation and spread of Euro-Atlantic values;

– Further economic and social development of Lithuania, efforts to improve energy security, support for addressing the problems of climate change; 

– Development of relations with the emigrant community and raising the international profile of Lithuania;

– Support to international efforts to defend democracy, human rights, peace and stability, and fight against arising threats; 

– Enhancement of the development cooperation policy as a tool for providing support to other countries and enhancing Lithuania’s role;

– Development of good neighbourhood experience;

– Efforts aimed at a more effective NATO, EU, and other international organisations policy vis-à-vis the Russian Federation.

III. Key Foreign Policy Goals in 2008–2012 
The political parties agree on the following key goals of the Lithuanian foreign policy for 2008–2012:

1. Support to further integration of the EU in view of the national interests; conclusion of the political and institutional reform of the EU; active participation in the implementation of the EU foreign and internal policies; support to further enlargement of the EU and NATO with a focus on Belarus, Moldova, the South Caucasus, and Ukraine, as well as on adherence on the part of the EU to the established accession criteria for new member states.

2. Development of transatlantic relations of Lithuania and the EU, enhancement of cooperation with North America, in particular with the USA, on the basis of the provisions of the US – Baltic Charter of Partnership with Baltic States; active engagement in conflict prevention, crisis management, and civil missions, as well as peacemaking and military operations to defend peace, stability, and human rights, led by NATO as the key collective security organisation ensuring Lithuania’s security, as well as by the United Nations, the EU, and the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe; consistent performance of the obligations stemming from Lithuania’s membership of NATO and other international organisations; efforts leading to a more active engagement of NATO in response to new threats and challenges; adherence to the opinion that the deployment of some elements of US and NATO missile defence systems in Central Europe reinforces regional security; active participation in debates on NATO enlargement and in the implementation of its enlargement policy and endeavours to ensure more focus of NATO and its member countries on Lithuanian security and defence interests; consistent annual increase of funding for national defence in an effort to increase the defence budget as a percentage of GDP so that it sooner reaches the NATO standards.

3. Acknowledgement that NATO remains the key safeguard of Lithuania’s security; Article 5 of NATO Treaty has to be translated into specific defence plans and relevant capabilities to be provided to the most insecure NATO territories.

4. Development of relations with the Russian Federation in the spirit of good neighbourhood and cooperation, international law principles, and the Lithuanian – Russian Interstate Relations Treaty signed on 29 July 1991; putting every effort so that the EU and NATO pay due attention to the challenges stemming from the implementation of the policies of the present Russian Federation administration; active participation in the revision of relations with the Russian Federation embarked on by the EU, NATO, and other international organisations in an effort to make these relations more effective and ensure the adherence by the Russian Federation to its international commitments.

5. Increase of the information and analytical capacities of the Republic of Lithuania, of the number of bodies performing the information and analytical work and enhancement of the quality of their activities; preparation of the strategy for preventing a take-over of Lithuania’s informational, cultural and political area, the manifestations of which can be traced in the policies carried out by some neighbouring states.

6. Completion of preparation for the Lithuanian Presidency of the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe in 2011 and of the EU in 2013, as well as securing the investment needed; efforts to seek membership of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development. 

7. Strengthening of Lithuania’s image as the centre for regional cooperation initiatives and promotion of regional cooperation, first and foremost, among the Baltic, Nordic countries and Poland; development of strategic partnership with the large EU Member States; continued support for democratic processes in the East; contribution to the development of democracy, security and stability area in the world by using the tools provided by the Lithuanian development cooperation policy; increased role of the development cooperation policy by funding it in compliance with Lithuania’s international commitments. 

8. Strengthening of the Eastern Dimension of the EU Neighbourhood Policy with the particular emphasis on Belarus, Moldova, the South Caucasus, and Ukraine; efforts to conclude free trade agreements and agreements on the facilitated visa regime with these countries, to settle frozen conflicts, and guarantee territorial integrity. 

9. Efforts to seek condemnation and uniform legal assessment on the EU level of the crimes perpetrated by the totalitarian regimes, fair compensation of the damage inflicted by the totalitarian regimes on their victims, to have the archives, the archives of special cases among them, as well as the cultural values looted during the war and the occupations returned to Lithuania.

10. Aiming at an EU single external energy policy based on the principles of transparency, mutual confidence, reciprocity, and non-discrimination stipulated in the European Energy Charter and founded on EU solidarity, better coordination of joint actions, and more active oversight over the implementation of the EU strategic priorities; taking advantage of regional interaction and EU membership, making more active efforts to serve Lithuania’s strategic interests – to integrate into the EU internal energy market, reduce dependency on a single external supplier and monopolies of third countries. 

11. Development of Lithuania’s transport system and its integration into the EU infrastructure; strengthening of the international competitiveness of Lithuania’s transport sector, encouragement of transit flows across Lithuania and development of international transport corridors crossing Lithuania. 

12. Creation of all administrative, macroeconomic, fiscal and other conditions required for more rapid accession of Lithuania to the Economic and Monetary Union and for the introduction of the euro; strengthening of competitiveness and implementation of the National Lisbon Strategy Implementation Programme, further integration of the economy into the EU internal market, consolidation of competitiveness in the goods and services sectors, and attempts to further diversify the domestic markets. 

13. Enhancement of the ecological security of the Baltic Sea region; efforts to review the project on the construction of the Nord Stream gas pipeline at the bottom of the Baltic Sea, which undermines environmental aspects and jeopardizes security interests of the countries of the Baltic Sea region, and, what is more important, not to reconcile with its implementation without having carried out a proper and impartial Environmental Impact Assessment; support for such energy projects that contribute to energy security of Lithuania and the ecological security of the Baltic Sea.

14. Development of economic cooperation between Lithuania and the countries in the region and promotion of export and investment; preparation of a mechanism with a view to supporting investment of Lithuanian capital abroad by encouraging Lithuanian businesses to opt for less risky and more predictable markets for their business; attraction of foreign capital for the implementation of the goals set forth in the national programmes and strategies, in the first place by creating the modern knowledge economy and the society of ideas.


15. Turning Lithuania into a centre for information and cultural exchange; allocation of more public funds for cultural exchange programmes and for international studies in higher education institutions of Lithuania; consolidation of the public information policy; approval of the national public relations strategy and safeguarding its proper funding; making appropriate arrangements for and presentation of Lithuania during the commemorations of its significant cultural anniversaries.

16. Ongoing focus on the preservation of the Lithuanian identity abroad; development and implementation of the programmes for promoting active involvement of Lithuanian communities abroad in the public life of Lithuania, and supporting their cultural and public activities overseas; consolidation of the Lithuanian language as a means of communication equal to others in the EU institutions; addressing the issues regarding the citizenship of Lithuanians living abroad.

17. Raising public awareness of the main goals of the foreign and security policy, development of an open discussion regarding foreign and security policy issues; promotion of cooperation between non-governmental organisations and foreign partners; securing public support for the national foreign and security policy, development of active involvement of the society in shaping and implementing the national foreign and security policy.
The political parties acknowledge that in pursuing the said aims it is essential to prepare Lithuania’s foreign policy strategy and an action plan, as well as provide for their implementation. 


The political parties shall pursue to ensure proper funding of the implementation of the established foreign and security policy measures.
Chairman, Labour Party
Viktor Uspaskich

Elder, Liberal and Centre Political Group of the Seimas,

on behalf of the Liberal and Centre Union
Vytautas Bogušis

Chairman, Liberal Movement of the Republic of Lithuania
Eligijus Masiulis

Chairman, Lithuanian Social Democratic Party
Gediminas Kirkilas

Chairwoman, Lithuanian Peasants and People’s Union
Kazimira Danutė Prunskienė

Chairman, New Union (Social Liberals)
Artūras Paulauskas

Elder, Order and Justice Political Group of the Seimas,
Valentinas Mazuronis

on behalf of the Order and Justice Party 
Chairman, Civil Democracy Party
Algimantas Matulevičius

Vilnius, 28 October 2008
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