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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

SEIMAS OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA
DECISION
ON RELATIONS BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
 15 June 2011 

Vilnius

At its meeting on 8 June 2011, the Committee on Foreign Affairs, having considered the status and future prospects of relations between the Republic of Lithuania and the United States of America, 
– noted that the United States of America has been and remains a strategic ally and partner of the Republic of Lithuania in ensuring security as well as creating conditions for economic growth and energy independence in Lithuania, and urged to sustain the consistent development and strengthening of the relations between the Republic of Lithuania and the US through all possible ways and means of bilateral and multilateral cooperation; 
– commended the leading role of the United States of America in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the cooperation of the Republic of Lithuania with the United States of America under the auspices of the Organization as the main guarantee of transatlantic security, noting that Lithuania as a NATO member state must fulfil its obligations and contribute to the collective defence of the Alliance by consistently increasing its defence expenditure to at least 2 % GDP;

– welcomed the decision of the United States to refrain from reducing its forces stationed in Europe and called on the Government of the Republic of Lithuania to continue the intensive dialogue with the US aimed to achieve the strategic goals of Lithuania in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, such as the establishment in Europe of NATO missile defence systems unrestricted by any additional agreements with third countries and extension of the NATO air policing  mission in Lithuania in an effort to make the mission a permanent one;

– noted that Lithuania has been leading the Provincial Reconstruction Team in Ghor since 2005 through the support of the United States and called for coordination with the United States and other NATO partners of any future decisions on Lithuania’s participation in international community efforts in Afghanistan as well as on preparation for transfer of responsibility for ensuring security in Afghanistan;

– commended the positive trends of economic cooperation and turnover in bilateral trade between the Republic of Lithuania and the United States, and called on Lithuania to exploit its full potential to attract mutually beneficial US capital investment, particularly into energy, transport, and information technology sectors;

– urged to make use of a wide range of opportunities for cooperation with the United States in order to ensure Lithuania’s energy independence and develop strategically important projects, including the Visaginas Nuclear Power Plant, LNG terminal, shale gas research and mining projects, as well as attract the most recent US technology and capital investment;

– commended the existing intensive cooperation between the Government of the Republic of Lithuania and the US Administration and called for further expansion of the political parliamentary and party-level contacts between the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania and the United States Congress, which would translate into greater contribution of parliaments to the successful development of bilateral relations; 

– called on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania to review the existing agreements between the Republic of Lithuania and the United States of America, compare them with the agreements between the US and Lithuania’s neighbour countries, and provide the Committee on Foreign Affairs with recommendations for possible new agreements streamlined to further develop bilateral cooperation between Lithuania and the US;

– welcomed and urged to further strengthen the cooperation with the United States in the format of of Enhanced Partnership in Northern Europe (e-PINE) that expands and gives a new impetus to the Nordic-Baltic cooperation and is due to be chaired by Lithuania in 2012;

– welcomed the establishment of the office of the American NGO Freedom House in the Republic of Lithuania on 7 June 2011 and called for sustained cooperation with the United States and US non-governmental organizations in the area of joint implementation of democratization projects in Belarus, other post-Soviet countries, and worldwide;
– recommended the Ministry of Culture to urgently establish the office of cultural attaché in charge of preservation of the rich cultural and historical heritage of the Lithuanian community in the US at the Lithuanian Embassy in the United States.
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