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Agreement between political parties of the Republic of Lithuania on the main goals and objectives of the state foreign policy for 2004-2008 


The political parties of the Republic of Lithuania, 


- Considering the changed Lithuania’s geopolitical environment and underlining the qualitative changes of the Lithuanian foreign policy after the country’s becoming a fully-fledged member of NATO, the European Union and other international organisations,  


- Acknowledging that ensuring of the national security remains the most important goal of the nation and the state,   


- Striving to continue the foreign policy, based on agreement between the political parties and the society, 


- Following the Resolution of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania of 1 May 2004 on the directions of the Lithuanian foreign policy after Lithuania’s becoming a fully-fledged member of NATO an the European Union, which invites to develop an agreement between the political parties on the main directions of the foreign policy for 2004-2008,


Announce this agreement on the main goals and objectives of Lithuania’s foreign policy for 2004-2008 and conditions necessary for their implementation. 

1. The main principles of Lithuania’s foreign policy 

The political parties welcome successful integration of Lithuania into NATO, the European Union and other international structures. These goals have been achieved through implementing an open and active foreign policy, based on the agreement between the Lithuanian political parties, and closely cooperating with Lithuania’s society.  The political parties will continue basing on these principles of openness, dynamism and cooperation.


The membership in the Euro-Atlantic structures and other international organisations increases safety and well being of the Lithuanian citizens as well as creates better conditions for the development of the state and the society. Having in mind that the foreign policy is an integral part of the internal policy and that the two supplement each other, the political parties will strive to achieve that this membership would be beneficial to every citizen of Lithuania.


The status of Lithuania as a fully-fledged member of NATO and the European Union expands its responsibility for adherence to democratic values and international norms in the world, as well as for successful development of relations between countries, cultures and civilisations. 


While participating in the activities of the Euro-Atlantic structures and international organisations, Lithuania must continue implementing an active foreign policy, and first of all to expand and deepen mutual integration of the European Union member states considering the national interests of Lithuania; to consolidate NATO as the main organisation of the Euro-Atlantic security and means of the fight against modern threats; to expand participation of NATO, the European Union and other international organisations in securing peace, stability and democratic values in the world; to continue an “open door” policy in relations with other countries and regions.  


 Lithuania will strive to participate actively in these processes and achieve a status of a vigorous and reliable member of the European Union and NATO as well as authoritative and influential state of the region. 

2. Long-term goals of the Lithuanian foreign policy 


The political parties announce that the main long-term goal of the Lithuanian foreign policy is to secure in diplomatic ways a safe and democratic development of the country in the view of new possibilities and threats through using good bilateral relations of Lithuania, the membership in NATO, the European Union and other international organisations and strengthening Lithuania as a dynamic and respectable modern state.  


The political parties agree that Lithuania can achieve this goal through becoming a lively and attractive centre of interregional cooperation, which would spread the Euro-Atlantic values and the spirit of tolerance and cooperation and would unite cultures and civilisations.  


In order to achieve this goal it is necessary:


- To strengthen Lithuania’s position in NATO, the European Union and other international structures, to ensure a fully-fledged and intense participation of Lithuania in adopting the main decisions of these structures. 


- To use geographical, historical and cultural advantages of Lithuania, to expand the experience of good neighbourhood.


- To strengthen the international role of NATO and the European Union, to ensure effectiveness of the Euro-Atlantic structures, to encourage the Euro-Atlantic cooperation and dissemination of the Euro-Atlantic values. 

3. The main goals of the Lithuanian foreign policy for 2004-2008 


The political parties agree on the following main goals of the Lithuanian foreign policy for 2004-2008:


1) To foster transatlantic relations of Lithuania and the European Union, to strengthen cooperation with the Northern American states and especially with the US.   To maintain an attitude that NATO is the main organisation of collective security, which guarantees security of Lithuania. To ensure Lithuania’s participation in NATO operations and other international missions, meant to keep the peace, to protect human rights and to guarantee adherence to other international norms; to seek support of the United Nations and the international community for these operations and missions. To fulfil conscientiously the commitments of the membership in NATO and other international organisations. To support actively the European Union and NATO enlargement policy.  


2) To support further integration of the European Union considering the national interests of Lithuania. To create the Union managed by strong institutions, that would ensure the democratic legitimacy, a transparent and effective decision-taking mechanism and equality of the member states. To support the most progressive forms of cooperation between the European Union member states, which would be open to all the member states, and to participate actively in them. To take part in shaping the currently developed European Union foreign and security policy.


3) To encourage and expand the regional cooperation, to strengthen Lithuania’s image of interregional cooperation centre. To foster the trilateral cooperation of the Baltic States. To develop the strategic partnership with Poland.  To initiate and implement new formats of regional cooperation, uniting the states of Northern, Central and Eastern Europe. To back the democratic processes in Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, the Southern Caucasus states as well as in the Russian Federation and especially in the Kaliningrad region.


The political parties recognise that in order to achieve these goals it is necessary to develop as soon as possible a strategy and an action plan of the Lithuanian foreign policy as well as to create a favourable environment for their implementation. The political parties will strive to ensure an appropriate financing for implementation of the envisaged measures of the foreign policy.
4. The main objectives of the Lithuanian foreign policy for 2004-2008 

While striving to achieve by concerted efforts the main goals of the foreign policy, the parliamentary parties undertake the following commitments:


1) To ratify the Treaty Establishing Constitution for Europe till the middle of 2005. To ensure all the administrative, macroeconomic and other conditions necessary for as rapid as possible joining of Lithuania to the Economic and Monetary Union and the Schengen area, and for adjusting to the European Union and NATO standards in the fields of state border protection, competitiveness, state administration and other. To prepare properly for Lithuania’s presidency of the European Union.


2) To continue participate actively in the international missions and operations. To seek support of the United Nations for these missions and operations as well as wide international participation in them. To back actively the efforts of the international community to combat the terrorism. To strengthen solidarity of the European Union and NATO member states. To ensure fulfilment of Lithuania’s commitments in the area of defence.  


3) To strive for strengthening cooperation of Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, the Southern Caucasus states with the European Union and NATO and to participate actively in it. To support the integration course of the countries aspiring for membership in the European Union and NATO.  To seek agreements of free trade with these countries as a real step in developing the European Neighbourhood Policy. To encourage social and economic development of the Kaliningrad region of the Russian Federation and participation of this region as well as entire Russia in the processes of European cooperation. 


4) To search for ways to merge Lithuanian and European Union infrastructure networks while using resources of the state budget, private capital and international funds, to improve communication with Western Europe and first of all with the Polish capital. To raise the issue of energetic security of the Baltic States to the international level and to seek for practical solving of this issue.

5) To enhance Lithuania’s economic cooperation with the regional states, to encourage export and investments. To create a mechanism of supporting Lithuanian capital investments abroad. To attract foreign recourses for implementation of goals and objectives projected in the state programmes and strategies and first of all for creating a modern knowledge economy in Lithuania.


6) To strengthen Lithuania’s position as a centre of informational and cultural exchange. To allot more state resources for programmes of cultural exchange and international studies in Lithuanian universities.  To strengthen the information policy of the state. To affirm the state strategy of public relations and ensure appropriate financing for its implementation.  

7) To ensure protection of the Lithuanian language and culture abroad. To develop and implement programmes encouraging active participation of the Lithuanian communities abroad in Lithuania’s life as well as supporting their cultural and public activities in foreign countries. To fortify position of the Lithuanian language as an equal language of communication in the European Union institutions.  

8) To support the efforts of the international community to eradicate poverty and other modern threats. To implement the provisions of the Government-approved aid and development policy.  


9) To further develop Lithuania’s multilateral relations. To participate actively in the activities of the international organisations in order to strengthen Lithuania’s international authority. To seek for Lithuania’s presidency of the OSCE in 2010 and membership in the UN Security Council in 2014-2015. To build up reputation of Vilnius as a centre of international conferences and initiatives and a residence place of various international organisations.


10) To explain to the society the main foreign policy goals, to stimulate public discussion on the issues of foreign policy. To encourage cooperation of non-governmental organisations with foreign partners. To ensure the society’s support for the state foreign policy, to encourage active participation of the civic society in its shaping and implementing. To strengthen analytical and prognostic capacity of the Lithuanian state.  
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