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ACCORD
OF THE POLITICAL PARTIES REPRESENTED AT THE SEIMAS OF THE REPUBLIC OF LTIHUANIA

ON THE LITHUANIAN PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION IN THE SECOND HALF OF 2013 

14 October 2011

Vilnius

Fulfilling the voters’ mandate at the Seimas, the delegates from the political parties of Lithuania, the signatories to this accord, 
realising the share of responsibility, granted by their voters to every political party represented at the Seimas, for the shaping and implementation of the national policy, especially for the Lithuanian dimension of the European policy; 
guided by the consistent provision of the parties which delegated us that Lithuanian membership of the European Union (hereinafter – EU) provides good conditions for the economic and social development of Lithuania and meets Lithuanian national interests;  

appreciating notably the long-term support of the majority of society for the Lithuanian EU membership; 

aiming to continue the tradition dating back to 1996 regarding national accords on common issues of the national policy and the European policy based on the consensus among the Lithuanian political parties and the approval of society;
considering that the responsibility of holding the Presidency of the European Council in the second half of 2013 is a strategic goal in implementing the priorities of the European policy that are topical for Lithuania;  
underlining that the preparations for and holding of the Presidency of the Council of the European Union are being pursued by the Government, the Seimas, and the President of the Republic, in accordance with their respective competences;
having regard to the fact that the early preparations for the Presidency of the Council of the European Union are planned and implemented by the 2008-2012 Seimas and Government while the holding of the Presidency will be undertaken by the next Seimas elected at the end of 2012 thus the newly-formed Government;
realising the necessity to ensure the integrity of the whole process of preparations for and holding of the Presidency as well as the succession and continuity of the plans and decisions of the institutions of this term of office after the 2012 Seimas elections;
having deliberated on the Inter-Institutional Action Plan for the Preparations for and Holding of the Lithuanian Presidency of the Council of the European Union  (hereinafter – the Inter-Institutional Action Plan) laid down by the Government, which is also the three-year national consolidated budget programme and which is due to be endorsed by a resolution of the Seimas;  
accord that the elected representatives of our political parties in the current Seimas and the ones to obtain the electoral mandate in the 2012 general election shall consistently adhere to the following provisions relating to the Lithuanian Presidency of the Council of the European Union:

1) Lithuanian Presidency of the Council of the European Union is the national task which the political authorities shall fulfil smoothly and in solidarity irrespective of the affiliation of the Seimas political groups formed by the political parties to the Seimas majority or the opposition and the fulfilment of which shall not be subject to political competition in the election and shall not flounder because of the changes in the political power;
2) Presidency programmes of individual managers of appropriations from the 2012-2013 budgets shall be based on the Inter-Institutional Action Plan providing for  centralised coordination and material provisions while the programme appropriations shall not be used for other purposes;
3) If there is a need to change the Inter-Institutional Action Plan, a separate agreement on this matter shall be reached and such changes shall not hinder the Presidency conditions;
4) In 2012, the formation of the committees of the newly elected Seimas will include the assessment of the needs of the Lithuanian Presidency of the Council of the European Union and the necessary capacities;
5) Where appropriate, the political parties which have received the mandates of the Seimas Members shall keep contacts with the kin political groups in the Irish and Greek parliaments, forming the Presidency Troika, as well as the European Parliament on the issues concerning the Presidency of the Council of the European Union;
6) As regards cooperation between the Seimas and the European Parliament on the preparation for the Presidency and the Presidency process, the representatives of the Seimas political groups shall negotiate Lithuania’s position or opinion at the Seimas committees and, where necessary, at the meetings of the political groups’ representatives.
7) The political parties shall invite political and economic partners, the Association of Local Authorities in Lithuania, and representatives of non-governmental associations to discuss the priorities of the Presidency and the results to be achieved.
8) The representatives of the political parties at the Seimas shall argue for the priorities of the events relating to the Presidency of the Council of the European Union and their significance in the public domain in view of the general context of the obligations and interests arising from Lithuania’s membership of the European Union, and disseminate information about the substance of events to achieve the broadest possible public understanding and support.

For the Labour Party


                                  Vytautas Gapšys

For the Christian Party



          Gediminas Vagnorius

For the Liberal and Centre Union



     Algis Čaplikas

For the Liberals Movement


                                        Algis Kašėta

For the Electoral Action of Poles in Lithuania

                 Leonard Talmont

For the Lithuanian Social Democratic Party

                    Irena Šiaulienė

For the Lithuanian Peasant Popular Union

           Ramūnas Karbauskis

For the Party “Order and Justice”


          Valentinas Mazuronis

For the National Revival Party


                    Arūnė Stirblytė

For the Homeland Union-Lithuanian
Christian Democrats
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