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With great concern and alarm, considering recent information about the intentions of the authorities of the Kaliningrad Region to hand over the Memorial Museum of Kristijonas Donelaitis in Chistye Prudy to the Russian Orthodox Church, the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania (hereinafter the Committee), regrets that the authorities of the Kaliningrad Region have not officially informed either the State Cultural Heritage Commission or the authorities of the Republic of Lithuania about their intentions. 

The Committee notes that the Memorial Museum of Kristijonas Donelaitis (1714-1780), the author of the first written Lithuanian literary work Metai (the Seasons) and Reverend of the Lutheran Church in the settlement then bearing the name of Tollmingkehmen, was founded in 1964 as a branch of the Kaliningrad’s Museum of History and Art. Currently, the Museum owns a plot of land with a garden, the parsonage and the church, rebuilt in 1979 in preparation for Kristijonas Donelaitis’ 250th anniversary. The rebuilt church has never been used for religious purposes and is an integral part of the Memorial Museum of Kristijonas Donelaitis, which hosts a memorial exposition and the writer’s body reburied in its crypt. The Memorial Museum of Kristijonas Donelaitis was included in the list of cultural monuments of republican importance of the Soviet Union in 1974 and the list of historical and cultural monuments of local importance in Russia and fell under the aegis of the authorities of the Kaliningrad Region in 1997. Currently, it is under the care and supervision of the Ministry of Culture of the Kaliningrad Region and the authorities of the Nesterov District. 

Recalling the history of the Memorial Museum of Kristijonas Donelaitis and emphasizing an exclusive significance of Kristijonas Donelaitis’ literary work to the culture of this Region - since in 1977, UNESCO decided to include the Seasons by Donelaitis in the list of Masterpieces of European Literature and the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania proclaimed 2014 the Year of Kristijonas Donelaitis and urged the Government of the Republic of Lithuania to draft and adopt the programme of Kristijonas Donelaitis’ 300th anniversary for 2010-2014 - the Committee believes that it is necessary to preserve the Memorial Museum of Kristijonas Donelaitis and to ensure its widest possible access by the public of Lithuania and the Kaliningrad Region. 

The Committee appeals to the authorities of the Kaliningrad Region urging them to exclude the Memorial Museum of Kristijonas Donelaitis, as an exceptional cultural object, from the list of religious buildings to be handed over to the Russian Orthodox Church. The Committee also invites respective institutions of the Republic of Lithuania and the Kaliningrad Region to begin an open and constructive dialogue with a view to adopting joint decisions on the status of the Memorial Museum of Kristijonas Donelaitis that are mutually acceptable to both countries. 
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