COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS

SEIMAS OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA
Register of legal entities    Code 1886 05295    53 Gedimino Ave., LT-01109 Vilnius    Tel. (+370(5) 239 68 00    Fax (+370(5) 239 64 79    

E-mail. uzsreikt@lrs.lt

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

STATEMENT 

REGARDING THE SITUATION IN GEORGIA

12 August 2008

Vilnius

The Committee on Foreign Affairs of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania,

Expressing its grave concern regarding the events in Georgia;

Strongly condemning the undeclared war that the Russian Federation began against Georgia and the ongoing occupation of the sovereign state;

Declaring that the “peace keeping mission” in solving “frozen conflicts” in the South Caucasus undertaken by the Russian Federation has ultimately discredited itself and has to be replaced by the international peace keeping forces;

Expressing the support for the peace plan for the regulation military conflict submitted by the French Presidency of the European Union and the Finnish Chairmanship of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe and regretting that the Russian Federation has rejected it;

Noting that the Russian Federation has responded the Georgian sign of good will of declaring a unilateral ceasefire with the expansion of military actions in the territory of sovereign Georgia by moving additional military troops to Abkhazia as well;

Addresses the governments of the European Union and NATO Member States, the leadership of the Russian Federation, the United Nations, the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe and the international community urging to take immediate actions that the military forces of the Russian Federation are urgently and unconditionally withdrawn from the territory of the sovereign state of Georgia; 
Addresses the North Atlantic Council and the Council of the European Union and calls for an immediate use of all available political and military instruments to settle the conflict and a decision on the deployment of EU rapid reaction forces in Georgia until the international peace keeping mission is formed and commences its operation; 

Addresses the State Duma of the Russian Federation inviting for immediate action to stop the war in Georgia; 

Urges the institutions of the European Union to immediately introduce a visa facilitation regime for Georgia; 
Invites the Russian Federation and Georgia to resume a political dialogue in order to settle the conflict and to ensure peace and stability in the South Caucasus.  
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