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ADDRESS BY MR VYDAS GEDVILAS, SPEAKER OF THE SEIMAS

Lietuva nuo liepos 1-osios pradéjo istoring misija — pirma karta
pirmininkauja Europos Sajungos Tarybai. Tai, Zinoma, yra didziu-
lé atsakomybe, tatiau pirmiausia pirmininkavimas suteikia daug
galimybiy — ir prisistatyti, parodyti savo gebéjimus, ir puikia pro-
ga pasididziuoti tuo, kuo galime buti jdomus Europos Seimoje.

Tad atverdamas paroda ,,Vieningoje Europoje® galiu drasiai pasa-
kyti — tai i$skirtine ekspozicija, siun¢ianti zinig Europai, kad Lie-
tuva nuo seno mezge¢ ir stiprino rysius su Europa, plétojo bendra-
darbiavima jvairiose srityse.

Padedant Lietuvos istorikams atrinkti unikalas, itin didele verte
tick moksline, tick pazintine prasmémis turintys dokumenty ori-
ginalai, knygos ir kiti eksponatai, kuriuos pirmininkavimo metu
Seime rengiamy parlamentinio matmens renginiy dalyviams ir
sve¢iams maloniai sutiko pristatyti Lietuvos istorinés atminties
saugojimo institucijos.

Faktas, kad $ioje parodoje eksponuojami i$imtinai originalas do-
kumentai, kalba pats uz save. Ko verta vien galimybeé i$vysti Kovo
11-osios Nepriklausomybés Akt — vieng i§ reik§mingiausiy masy

On 1 July, Lithuania has embarked on a historical mission,
its first Presidency of the Council of the European Union. It
is a huge responsibility; however, it is, first and foremost, an
opportunity to introduce ourselves, to show our capacity and
to boast of what we stand out among other European family
members.

In my opening address, I can boldly say that the exhibition Iz the
United Europe is exceptional as it sends a message to Europe that
Lithuania has been establishing and strengthening relations with
Europe and developing cooperation in various fields since a long
time ago.

With the help of historians, the originals of unique and
particularly valuable science- and knowledge-wise documents,
books and other exhibits have been selected thanks to the
benevolent agreement of the Lithuanian establishments
responsible for preserving the historical memory of Lithuania to
display them for the participants and guests of the parliamentary
dimension events to be held in the Seimas during the Lithuanian

Presidency.



valstybés dokumenty, apie kurj Lietuvoje zino visi, ta¢iau kurio
originalg yra regéjusi tik nedidel¢ dalis zmoniy.

Taigi maloniai kvie¢iu apziaréti ir jsizitréti j dokumentus, per-
smelktus didingos Lietuvos praeities dvasios ir paciy reik$min-
giausiy istoriniy jvykiy.

The very fact that every document displayed here is the original
speaks for itself. Just think of the possibility to see one of the most
significant documents of our state, the Act of the Independence of
11 March, with your own eyes. Everyone knows about is, but only
a few have seen it.

Let me invite you to have alook at and into the documents which
breathe of Lithuania’s majestic past and the most meaningful
historical developments.






VIENINGOJE EUROPO]JE

Dr. Rimantas Miknys, prof. Zigmantas Kiaupa, dr. Algimantas Kasparavicius

LIETUVOS ISTORIJOS INSTITUTAS

Zodis Europa yra Antikos geografinis terminas, skirtas jvardyti
vieng i§ trijy seniausiai Zinomy Zemyny, greta Azijos ir Afrikos.
Taip pat tai geografiné, kulturiné, ideologiné-politiné savoka,
kuri nuolat kinta. Identiteto aspektu europie¢iy bendruomeng
pirmiausia susicja visuotinés vertybés, bendra kultara ir religija.
Dabar geografija jau néra pagrindas europietiskam identitetui api-
brézti, nes Europa — ne vien tik erdvé tarp Atlanto vandenyno ir
Uralo. Europietiy bendruomene dabar pirmiausia apibrézia speci-
finé politiné sandara — demokratiné organizacija, Zmogaus teisés,
rinkos ekonomika, liberali politika ir pasauliui atviras gyvenimo

bidas.

Neabejotina, kad Europa kaip geografiné ir kultariné erdvé ,or-
ganiskai“ apémé bei apima ir Lietuva. Kiek sudétingesnis, ypaé
jvairiais istorijos laikotarpiais, buvo Lietuvos santykis su Europa,
kai Zzvelgiame j jj per politinés kultiiros, bendry idealy ir politinés
organizacijos principus. Neatsitiktinai XX a. pabaigoje-XXI a.
pradzioje Lietuvos visuomeniniame-politiniame diskurse daznai
skambéjo metaforos ,,grjztame namo j Europa’®, ,einame j Europa®
ir pan. Tad kada ir kaip ,,buvome®, kada ir kodél ir i§ kur ,,grjzome®
bei kaip ir dél ko ,einame*?

Lietuviy gentys nepateko j Romos imperijos jtaky erdve ir létai
kareé savo valstybe. Ankstyvieji jy saly¢iai su Europa nebuvo pazy-
méti bendradarbiavimo zenklu. 1009 m. Lietuva buvo pirma kar-
ta paminéta radytiniuose Saltiniuose, kai nesdamas j balty Zemes
krik$¢ionybe zuvo $v. Brunonas. 1040 m. j Lietuva Zygiavo Kijevo
kunigaikstis Jaroslavas. Sie du jvykiai tarsi Zenklina Lietuvos pade-
tj tarp dviejy kriks¢ionybés Saky erdviy, tarp dviejy kriks$¢ionisky
kultary.

Lietuva liko pagoniska, ir tokia i$liko dar beveik 400 mety. Per
ta laikg lietuviai sukaré savo valstybe — Lietuvos DidZiaja Kuni-
gaikstyste, iSplété ja iki imperinio pavidalo, prisijungdami pladias
sta¢iatikiy rusény zemes ir prieSindamiesi daugiau ginklu nei Zo-
dziu j jy Zemes neSamai krik§¢ionybei. 1387 m. priémusi krikst i§
Romos kataliky bazny¢ios, Lietuva j¢jo j Europos $aliy ir tauty Sei-
ma, kuria vienijo dvi universalios jégos: Romos kataliky bazny¢ios
galva popiezius ir Sv. Romos vokiediy nacijos imperija.

Lietuva jé¢jo ir liko joje, nors likimas ir bandeé ja iplésti i§ Vakary
kultaros erdviy. Liko toje Europos tauty $eimoje, nors pati ta $ei-
ma pergyveno ne vieng sutrikimg ir lazj. Lietuva atsiveré Vakary



IN THE UNITED EUROPE

Dr Rimantas Miknys, Prof. Zigmantas Kiaupa, Dr Algimantas Kasparavicius

LITHUANIAN INSTITUTE OF HISTORY

The word Europe is an ancient geographical term referring
to one of the three oldest continents in addition to Asia and
Africa. It is also a geographical, cultural, ideological and political
concept that is constantly changing. In terms of its identity, the
European community is primarily bound together by universal
values, shared culture and religion. Nowadays, geography no
longer provides grounds for defining the European identity, since
Europe is not merely an area between the Atlantic and the Urals.
The European community is now first and foremost delineated
by a specific political structure: democratic organisation,
human rights, the market economy, liberal policies and an open
lifestyle.

There is no doubt that Lithuania was and still is part of Europe
as a geographical and cultural area. When looked at through
the principles of political culture, shared ideals and political
organisation, Lithuania’s relationship with Europe appears to
have been slightly complicated, especially in certain historical
periods. It is no coincidence that public and political discourse
in Lithuania at the end of the 20™ century and the beginning of
the 21* century was often marked by metaphors such as “we are

coming home to Europe” and “we are going to Europe”. Naturally,
we wonder about when and how “we were”; when, why and from
where “we returned”; and how and why “we are going”.

Lithuanian tribes were outside the sphere of influence of the
Roman Empire and slowly built their state. Their early contacts
with Europe showed no sign of cooperation. Lithuania was
mentioned for the first time in written sources in 1009, when
Saint Bruno lost his life while trying to bring Christianity to the
Baltic lands. Prince Yaroslav of Kiev staged a march to Lithuania
in 1040. The two events somewhat explain the situation Lithuania
was in: between two Christian denominations and between two
Christian cultures.

Lithuania was pagan and remained so for almost 400 years. During
this period, Lithuanians built their state, the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania, and expanded it to the form of an empire by annexing
vast Ruthenian Orthodox lands and by offering armed rather than
verbal resistance to the Christianity being brought into their lands.
By accepting Christianity from the Roman Catholic Church in
1387, Lithuania joined the European family of countries and



1563 m. Zygimanto Augusto privilegija, sulyginusi Lietuvos kataliky ir
staciatikiy teises.

Lietuvos Didziaja Kunigaikstyste sudaré lietuviy kataliky ir rusény sta¢iatikiy Zemés. Nuo
1387 m. Lietuvos kriksto bajorai katalikai turéjo didesnes teises negu bajorai staciatikiai.
Per XV a. — XVI a. pirmaja pus¢ vyko kataliky ir statiatikiy bajory suartéjimas, kurj
uzbaigé 1563 m. Zygimanto Augusto privilegija, sulyginusi Lietuvos kataliky ir statiatikiy
teises.

LNMMB RS. F 101-31

Privilege granted by Sigismund Augustus in 1563, which made the rights
of the Lithuanian Catholic and Orthodox people equal.

The Grand Duchy of Lithuania consisted of Lithuanian Catholic and Ruthenian
Orthodox lands. When Lithuania accepted Christianity in 1387, Catholic noblemen
gained greater rights than Orthodox noblemen. Catholic and Orthodox noblemen came
closer together in the 15" century and in the first half of the 16 century, which was
crowned by a privilege issued by Sigismund Augustus in 1563 which made the rights of
the Lithuanian Catholic and Orthodox people equal.



Letter, bearing 119 stamps, of the Samogitian gentry of 1565 about the
entry into force of the Second Statute of Lithuania. The document attests
to the active engagement of the nobility in state affairs.

1565 m. Zemaidiy bajory rastas dél II Lietuvos statuto jsigaliojimo
aplinkybiy su 119 antspaudy. Dokumentas parodo bajory aktyvuma
tvarkant valstybés reikalus.

LMAVB RS. F. 16-24, lap. 56a



krik$¢ionybeés dvasinei ir politinei kulttrai, gyveno tuo paciu kul-
tiriniy permainy ritmu kaip visa Europa. Tiesa, kai kada dél nepa-
lankiy politiniy poslinkiy aplink jg atsilikdama nuo ty permainy,
ypa¢ medziaginéje erdvéje.

Lietuva ir Europa vis geriau paZino viena kita. Daug pozymiy kalba
apie tai. Lietuvos pasiuntiniai ir jy dovanos stebino savo egzotisku-
mu Konstancos baznytinio suvaziavimo dalyvius, o po $imtmecio,
XVTI a. pradzioje, jau bene kickviename Europos universitete buvo
galima sutikei studenty i§ Lietuvos burelj. XV a. pradzioje Vakary
Europai apic Lictuva ra$é¢ Enéjus Silvijus Pikolominis (Enea Silvio
Piccolomini), Ziliberas de Lanua (Ghillebert de Lannoy), Ambro-
zijus Kontarinis (Ambrosio Contarini), o XVI-XVIIa. Bazelio,
Amsterdamo ir kity Europos miesty leidéjai spausdino Lietuvos
autoriy kiiryba: Mykolo Lietuvio (Michalon Lituanus) darba, Zygi-
manto Liauksmino (Sigismundus Lauksmin) retorikos ir muzikos
vadovélius, jézuito ir bolandisto Alberto Kojalavitiaus (Albertus
Koialowicz) ,Lietuvos istorija* ir kt. Europos kartografy darbuose
Lietuvos vaizdas prie jj atitinkan¢io artéjo létai, kol Mikalojaus Kris-
tupo Radvilos (Nicolaus Christophorus Radivillus) pastangomis
parengtas ir 1613 m. iSleistas Lietuvos zemélapis parodé tikrajj jos
vaizda ir tapo pavyzdziu kitiems Zemélapiy braizytojams Europoje.

Per Lietuv peréjo gotikos, renesanso, baroko, klasicizmo, roman-
tizmo bangos, palikdamos pédsakus tick mene ir literatiroje, tick
architektairoje, kaip antai iki masy dieny i$likusiy paminkly: Tra-
ky pilj ir Sv. Onos bazny¢ia Vilniuje, Kauno senamiescio branduo-
lj ir Vilniaus universiteto ansamblj, Sv. Petro ir Pauliaus bazny¢ia
Vilniuje ir Pazaislio kamelduly vienuolyno ansamblj, Vilniaus ka-
tedrg ir rotuse. Visus $iuos kultaros turtus Lietuvoje karé tiek vie-
tiniai meistrai ir menininkai, tiek atvykéliai i§ Europos $aliy, kaip
antai, teisininkas ir poetas ispanas Petras Roizijus (Petrus Roisius,

Pedro Ruiz de Moros), poetas, popieziaus Urbono VIII apvaini-
kuotas laury vainiku moziras Motiejus Kazimieras Sarbievijus
(Mathias Casimirus Sarbievius), italai skulptoriai ir dekoratoriai
komaskai ar tapytojas Mykolas Angelas Palonis (Michelangelo

Palloni), jvairiataudiai Vilniaus universiteto profesoriai.

XVIa. Lietuva pergyveno gaivinancia reformacijos ir jégas grazi-
nanc¢ig Kataliky baznycios reformos bangas. Pergyveno karybis-
kai, atkakliai besigin¢ydama, bet be religiniy kary, i$laikydama
religinés tolerancijos nuostatas. Reformacija paskatino rastija,
tarp jy ir lietuviy kalba. 1547 m. pasirodé pirmoji knyga lietuviy
kalba - Martyno Mazvydo ,Katekizmas®. Rastija lietuviy kalba
Lietuvos valstybéje ir Ryty Prasijoje, kur gyveno daug lietuviy, ilga
laikg i8liko bazny¢iy erdvése, kol neprazydo Kristijono Donelai¢io
(1714-1780 m.) hegzametru parasyta poema ,,Metai®.

1387 m. Vilnius gavo savivaldos teises pagal vokiskaja Magdebur-
go teise, nuo XV a. pradzios ja naudojosi Kaunas ir Trakai, ji plito
ir XVIII a. pabaigoje daugiau kaip 200 Lietuvos valstybés miesty
turéjo $ig teise. Tai irgi buvo rysys, junges Lietuva ir likusia Eu-
ropa. O Lietuvos gyvenime dar svarbesnis dalykas buvo 1529 m.,
1566 m. ir 1588 m. Lietuvos statutai. Lietuvos teis¢ buvo anksti
kodifikuota, statutuose matoma didel¢é Romos teisés jtaka. Jie
buvo nepaprastai svarbus Lietuvos gyvenime, dar XIX a., kai Lie-
tuva jau buvo nelaisva, buvo sakoma, kad lietuvis yra tas, kuris myli
laisve ir gerbia Lietuvos statuta.

Lietuvos valstybé valdant Vytautui (1392-1430 m.) pasiekusi savo
plétros vir$ine ir nusitesusi, kaip sakoma, nuo jiiros iki jiros (Bal-
tijos ir Juodoji jiros, nors prie jy abejy Lietuva vos lietési), netapo
nei jarine valstybe, nei aktyviu Europos $aliy politiniy Zaidimy
dalyviu. Bet ji kartu su partnere nuo 1386 m. dinastinéje unijoje,



nations that was united by two universal powers: the Pope, head
of the Roman Catholic Church, and the Holy Roman Empire of
the German Nation.

Lithuaniaentered the familyand stayed there, although fate sought
to push it away from Western culture. It remained in the European
family of nations even though the family itself passed through a
number of troubles and turning points. Lithuania opened up to
the spiritual and political culture of Western Christianity and
lived at the same pace of cultural changes as the whole of Europe
did. True, sometimes the country lagged behind those changes,
particularly in terms of its assets, due to the adverse political
developments around it.

Lithuania and Europe were getting acquainted with each other.
There is a lot of evidence attesting to this. Participants at the
ecclesiastical Council of Constance were astonished at how exotic
Lithuanian envoys and their gifts were, whereas a hundred years
later, in the 16% century, there were students from Lithuania in
almost every European university. In the early 15 century, Western
Europe learned about Lithuania from the works of Enea Silvio
Piccolomini, Ghillebert de Lannoy and Ambrosio Contarini.
In the 16™ and 17" centuries, works by Lithuanian authors —
fragments of the treatise by Mykolas Lietuvis (Michalo Lituanus),
textbooks of rhetoric and music by Zygimantas Liauksminas
(Sigismundus Lauxmin), Zhe History of Lithuania by Jesuit and
Bollandist Albertas Kojalavi¢ius (Albertus Koialowicz) — found
publishers in Basel, Amsterdam, and other European cities. For
a long time, European cartographers failed to produce a true
representation of Lithuania in their works. It was not until 1613
when Mikalojus Kristupas Radvila (Nicolaus Christophorus
Radzivil) made every endeavour to publish a map of Lithuania

showing how it looked like in reality. The map became a model for
other mapmakers in Europe.

The waves of Gothic, Renaissance, Baroque, Classicism and
Romanticism swept over Lithuania and left their traces in art and
literature and architecture, such as the monuments surviving to the
present day: Trakai Castle and St. Anne’s Church in Vilnius, the
core of Kaunas Old Town and the ensemble of Vilnius University,
St. Peter and St. Paul’s Church in Vilnius and the ensemble of
Pazaislis Camaldolese Monastery, and Vilnius Cathedral and
Town Hall. All these cultural treasures of Lithuania were created by
both local craftsmen and artists and people from other European
countries, for example, Spanish lawyer and poet Pedro Ruiz de
Moros; Mozovian poet Mathias Casimirus Sarbievius, who was
awarded a laurel wreath by Pope Urban VIII; Italian sculptors
and decorators and the painter Michelangelo Palloni; and Vilnius
University professors from various countries.

In the 16™ century, Lithuania experienced the invigorating
and refreshing waves of the Reformation and the reform of the
Catholic Church. The country embraced them with creativity
and persistent controversy, but it managed to avoid religious
wars by maintaining religious tolerance. The Reformation
gave a stimulus to the spread of literature, including that in
the Lithuanian language. The year 1547 saw the publication
of the first book in the Lithuanian language, Catechism by
Martynas MaZzvydas. For a long time, works in the Lithuanian
language were designated for religious purposes in Lithuania
and East Prussia, which were inhabited by a great number of
Lithuanians at that time. This remained so until the publication
of the hexameter poem The Seasons by Kristijonas Donelaitis

(1714-1780).



o nuo 1569 m. realioje unijoje — Abiejy Tauty Respublikoje, Len-
kija buvo lotyniskosios Europos uzkarda, stabdanti tre¢igja Roma
besiskelbiandios rusy valstybés ir Osmany imperijos skverbimasi.

Abiejy Tauty Respublika, nuo XVII a. vidurio patekusi j nes¢kmiy
ruoza, sujaukusi vidaus gyvenima, XVIII a. pabaigoje tapo trijy
kaimynq — Rausijos, Priisijos ir Austrijos — agresijos auka. Vaiz-
dZiai sakant, trys juodieji ereliai sudraske baltyjy erelio ir raitelio
zemélapj. Tai atsitiko, kai Lenkija ir Lietuva kartu atsigavo po su-
iru¢iy mety, kai jos visuomené tvirtéjo, ¢jo pazangos keliu. Tokio
pakilimo Zenklais gali buti atnaujintas, europinés mokslo institu-
cijos pavidala jgaves Vilniaus universitetas ir 1791 m. geguzés 3 d.
Konstitucija, viena i§ trijy XVIII a. pabaigos epochiniy teisékiros
paminkly, greta 1787 m. JAV ir 1791 m. Prancuzijos konstitucijy.
Didziausia jos moraliné ir politiné verté gladi pastangose i$saugoti
nepriklausomybe nejveikiamo pavojaus akivaizdoje.

Nepriklausomybeés i$saugoti nepavyko, 1795 m. Lietuva uzémeé
Rusijos imperija, Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystes neliko. 120
buvimo Rusijos imperijoje mety — tai nei$vengiamos civilizacinés
pazangos ir tuo pa¢iu metu nuolatinio pasiprie$inimo Rusijos val-
dziai laikotarpis. Tai buvo Vilniaus universiteto studenty sambu-
riai, paskating caro valdzig 1832 m. uzdaryti universitet, vis dar
bajory vyraujami 1830-1831 m. ir 1863-1864 m. sukilimai, jau
tampandios modernia lietuviy tautos, kurioje jungesi visi sociali-
niai sluoksniai, i§sivaduojamasis judéjimas. Jis vyko 1864 m. jvesto
spaudos lietuviy kalba lotyniskuoju raidynu draudimo salygomis
ir vienas i$ jo raiskos bidy buvo kitur nesutinkamas — vadinamoji
knygnesysté, knygy lietuviy kalba lotyniskuoju raidynu spausdi-
nimas uzsienyje, daugiausia Prasijoje/Vokietijoje, ir slaptas, cari-
nés valdZios persekiojamas ir skaudziai baudZiamas jy platinimas
Lietuvoje.

Anksti uzsimezgé dar viena Lietuva ir likusia Europa jungusi gija.
Vakary Europos Salyse prieglobstj gaudavo XVII a. viduryje i
Lietuvos j Olandija trauke radikaliosios reformacijos $akos — ario-
nizmo — i§pazintojai, XIX a. sukilimy prie§ caro valdzia dalyviai,
daugiausia telkesi Prancuzijoje, nuo XIX a. pabaigos — geresniy
gyvenimo salygy Vokietijoje, DidZiojoje Britanijoje ir jau uz Euro-
pos riby — Siaurés Amerikoje, ieskantys iseiviai i§ Lietuvos kaimy
ir miesteliy.

Po DidZiosios prancizy revoliucijos ir Napoleono kary Vidurio
ir Ryty Europoje kile nacionaliniai i$sivadavimo sajudZiai, apiben-
drintai daznai vadinami tiesiog , Tauty pavasariu®, neaplenké ir Lie-
tuvos. XIX a. antroje puséje, ypa¢ paskutiniame jo ketvirtyje, Rusi-
jos imperijos valdomoje Lietuvoje jau spardiai formavosi nacionali-
né lietuviy inteligentija, moderni lietuviy tauta, o kartu ir prielaidos
nacionaliniam valstybingumui atkurti. Lietuvisko nacionalizmo
ideologai ir ,,tévai“ Jonas Basanavi¢ius, Vincas Kudirka, Stasys Sal-
kauskis, Antanas Smetona ir kiti, skatindami lietuviy savarankiska
politing emancipacija, pirmiausia rémési Vakary ir Vidurio Euro-
pos tauty bei valstybiy politine mintimi, patirtimi, tradicijomis,
realijomis. XIX a. pabaigoje—XX a. pradZioje pagal europietiskus
pavyzdzius Lietuvoje formavosi parlamentinei demokratijai ir res-
publikonizmui artimos politinés ideologijos, jy pagrindu karési
kairés, desinés ir liberalios pakraipos politinés partijos.

1905 m. Rusijoje kilus pirmajai revoliucijai ir prasidéjus demokra-
tinéms permainoms, Lietuvoje buvo suSauktas Didysis Vilniaus
Seimas, kuris struktirizavo, pagilino ir praplété lietuviskaja poli-
ting mintj, sustiprino lietuviy demokratines aspiracijas, paklojo
ideologinius pamatus nacionaliniam valstybingumui. Didysis Vil-
niaus Seimas de facto vainikavo modernios lietuviy tautos susifor-
mavima ir davé pradZiag moderniam lietuviy politiniam pasauliui:



In 1387 Vilnius obtained self-government rights under the
German law of Magdeburg. From the carly 15% century onwards,
the right was exercised by Kaunas and Trakai. As the exercise of
the right widened, more than 200 Lithuanian towns enjoyed this
right in the late 18" century. This represented yet another link
between Lithuaniaand the rest of Europe. The Lithuanian Statutes
of 1529, 1566 and 1588 were even more important to Lithuania.
Lithuanian law was codified early on. The Statutes were highly
influenced by continental Roman law. The documents bore high
significance for Lithuania. Even later, in the 19th century, when
the country was no longer independent, the popular saying went
that a Lithuanian is someone who loves freedom and respects the
Lithuanian Statute.

Under the rule of Vytautas the Great (1392-1430), the state
of Lithuania, having reached the pinnacle of its expansion and
stretching from sea to sea (the Baltic Sea and the Black Sea, though
having hardly any access to either of them), did not become a coastal
state nor was it actively involved in the political games of other
European countries. Even so, Lithuania, together with its partner
Poland, both being bound by a dynastic union (from 1386) and a
real union of the Commonwealth of the Two Nations (from 1569),
served as a firewall protecting Latin Europe from the penetration of
the Ottomans and Russia that declared itself the Third Rome.

In the mid 17* century, the Commonwealth of the Two Nations
was hit by a string of disasters creating confusion in domestic life,
and at the end of the 18% century it fell victim to the aggression
of its three neighbours: Russia, Prussia and Austria. It was as if
the three black eagles tore up the map of the white eagle and
the horseman. This happened at a time when both Poland and
Lithuania were recovering after a period of upheavals, with society

becoming more stable and following the path of progress. Such a
recovery may be embodied by the regenerated Vilnius University
as a European scientific institution and the Constitution of 3
May 1791, one of the three epoch-making legislative monuments
besides the US Constitution of 1787 and the French Constitution
0f 1791. The highest moral and political value of it lies in its efforts
to retain independence in the face of overwhelming peril.

Independence could not be preserved, however. In 1795 Lithuania
was occupied by the Russian Empire and the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania ceased to exist. Though the 120 years spent as part of the
Russian Empire was not a period of stagnation and advances took
placc, it was at the same time a period of continuous resistance
against the Russian government. Resistance took the shape of
gatherings of Vilnius University students that prompted the
tsarist authorities to close the University in 1832, of the uprisings
in 1830-1831 and 1863-1864 that were led by noblemen, and
of the liberation movement of the modern Lithuanian nation
connectingall social strata. Resistance took place after aban on the
Lithuanian press had been imposed in 1864 and manifested itself
in book smuggling: printing of Lithuanian books in Latin script
abroad (mostly in Prussia/Germany) and their secret distribution
in Lithuania, for which book smugglers were persecuted and
severely punished.

Yet another link between Lithuania and the rest of Europe was
also built quite early. Western European countries provided
refuge to Arians, believers of a radical branch of the Reformation
called Arianism who fled from Lithuania to Holland in the mid
17" century, to participants in the 19*-century uprisings against
tsarist rule who mostly settled in France, and to emigrants from
Lithuanian villages and small towns looking for a better life in



Zygmunt Lauxmin. Praxis oratoria...
Brunsbergae [Braniewo], 1648.

Vilniaus akademijos profesoriaus, filosofo, retorikos ir muzikos teoretiko Zygimanto
Liauksmino (1597-1670 m.) vieno svarbiausiy darby - ,Ikalbos praktika, arba Retorikos
meno désniai“ — pirmoji laida. Autorius, remdamasis Aristoteliu, Ciceronu, Kvintilianu,
smerkia barokinio stiliaus ydas — pompastika, jmantruma ir miglotuma, aukstina blaivy
prota, minties ai$kuma, sklandzia kalbg. Sis retorikos vadovélis buvo labai populiarus:
jvairiuose Europos miestuose iki XVIII a. vidurio isleistas net 15 karty. Z. Liauksminas
pirmasis Abiejy Tauty Respublikoje parengé originalia graiky kalbos gramatika ir pirmajj
muzikos vadovélj. Taip pat parasé¢ panegiriky, ciléras¢iy, draminiy kiriniy.

VUB

Zygmunt Lauxmin. Praxis oratoria...
Brunsbergae [Braniewo], 1648.

This is the first edition of the Oratory Practice or Laws of the Art of Rbetoric, the most
important work by Zygimantas Liauksminas (1597-1670), professor at Vilnius Academy,
philosopher, and expert in music theory and rhetoric. Following the works of Aristotle,
Cicero, and Qljntilian, the author denounces the vices of baroque rhetoric style, including
high-flown, verbose and vague speaking and praises sensibility, clarity of thought, and
consistency. The textbook on rhetoric was very popular: by the mid 18" century as many
as 15 editions of the book appeared in various cities of Europe. Liauksminas was the first
person in the Commonwealth of the Two Nations to compile an original Greck grammar
and a music textbook. He also authored eulogies, poetry and plays.



Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés Vyriausiojo Tribunolo nuosprendziy
akey knyga.
1741 m. balandZio 22 d.-rugséjo 2 d.; lenky kalba.; 3233 lapai.

1581 m. karalius Steponas Batoras Lictuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés atstovy
pasiiilymu paskelbé privilegija, steigiancia Lietuvos Vyriausigjj Tribunola. Tribunolas
tapo bajory luomo auks¢iausios instancijos apeliaciniu teismu, bajory teisinio imuniteto
iSraitka. Jo sprendimai buvo neapeliuojami ir valdovo nepanaikinami (nuo 1633 m.).
Tribunola sudaré 40-44 paviety seimeliuose Lietuvoje renkamy bajory. LDK Vyriausiasis
Tribunolas panaikintas 1795 m., kai Rusijos imperija uzémé Lietuva po Abiejy Tauty
Respublikos tre¢iojo padalijimo.

LVIA, E 8, ap. 1,b. 489

Judgment Book of the Supreme Tribunal of the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania.
22 April — 2 September 1741; in Polish; 3233 pages.

In 1581 King Stephen Bathory issued a privilege establishing the Supreme Tribunal
of Lithuania, which had been proposed by the representatives of the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania. The tribunal became the highest court of appeal for the nobility and was an
expression of their legal immunity. Its decisions were not subject to appeal and could
not be overturned by the ruler (from 1633). The tribunal consisted of 40-44 noblemen
elected at the Minor Seimas in territorial units of Lithuania called districts. The Supreme
Tribunal of the GDL ceased to exist in 1795 when the Russian Empire occupied Lithuania
after the third partition of the Commonwealth of the Two Nations.



i$ryskino lietuviy etnopoliting orientacija ir politiniy vertybiy sis-
tema, nubreézé bsimos valstybés geopolitinius vektorius. Ilgaam-
z¢éje lietuviy tautos ir valstybés istorijoje Didysis Vilniaus Seimas
i$ esmés yra jungiamoji grandis tarp LDK/Abiety Tauty Respubli-
kos aristokratinio (luominio) parlamentarizmo ilgaamZés tradici-
jos ir modernios parlamentinés demokratijos XX a.

Pirmojo pasaulinio karo (1914-1918 m.) raida, rezultatai ir re-
voliucija Rusijoje ne tik i§ esmés pakoregavo nusistovéjusia jégy
pusiausvyra Europoje, bet ir radikaliai pakeité Lietuvos bei kai
kuriy kity senojo Zemyno valstybiy politing situacija. Nepriklau-
somybés ir valstybingumo sickianciai Lietuvai reik§mingas tapo
Rusijos dalinis pralaiméjimas Vokietijai karo pradzioje bei jos atsi-
traukimas j Rytus, o véliau — Antantés $aliy pergalé prie§ Vokietija
ir Rusijos imperijos subyréjimas. Sie poky¢iai lémé, kad baigiantis
Pirmajam pasauliniam karui teritorija, kurioje planavo atsikurti
Lietuvos valstybé, tokiems planams geopolitiskai i§ dalies tapo
atvira. Lietuviams atsirado proga vie$ai deklaruoti savo politing
valig ir aspiracijas. Tokiomis aplinkybémis 1918 m. vasario 16 d.
Lietuvos Taryba, apeliuodama j Lietuvos istorinj valstybinguma
ir tauty apsisprendimo teis¢, deklaravo atkurianti ,nepriklausoma,
demokratiniais pamatais sutvarkytg Lictuvos valstybe®. 1920 m.
geguzés 15 d. Lietuvos Respublikos parlamentinj-demokratinj
pobudj patvirtino demokratiskai irinktas Steigiamasis Seimas, o
1922 m. vasarg galutinai formalizavo ir priimta $alies Konstituci-
ja. Lietuvos nacionalinio valstybingumo atkarimo darbe tuomet
aktyviai dalyvavo ne tik tituliné nacija, bet ir nuo amziy Lietuvoje
gyvenusios tautinés mazumos: zydai (litvakai), vokiediai, karai-
mai, totoriai, baltarusiai, lenkai, rusai.

1918 m. Vasario 16-osios Aktas yra esminis, svarbiausias lietuviy
nacionalinés valstybés juridinis ir politinis dokumentas. Batent jo

pagrindu Lietuvos Auks¢iausioji Taryba 1990 m. kovo 11 d. pa-
naikino sovietinés okupacijos ir aneksijos pasekmes bei dar kartg
deklaravo nepriklausoma nacionalinj valstybinguma.

Demokratijos ir tauty apsisprendimo teisés principy radikali
plétra XX a. pradzioje liberalizavo tarptautinius santykius, tarp-
tauting teise ir Europos politinj gyvenima, sukaré prielaidas susi-
formuoti naujoms valstybéms Vidurio ir Ryty Europoje (Austrija,
Vengrija, Cekoslovakija, Lenkija, Latvija, Estija, Suomija) ir jkurti
pirmga universalia tarptauting institucija — Tauty Sajunga. XX a.
pradzioje atkarusi valstybinguma Lietuvos Respublika greitai jsi-
liejo j tos epochos bendraeuropinius politinius, ekonominius ir
kultarinius procesus. Jau 1919 m. Lietuvos delegacija dirbo prie
Paryziaus Taikos konferencijos, 0 1921 m. rudenj Lietuva, kartu
su Latvija ir Estija, tapo jtakingiausios tarpukario tarptautinés
organizacijos — Tauty Sajungos — nare. Kovodama uZ politinj
stabilumga, pacifikacija ir kolektyvinio saugumo principus Lietu-
va Tauty Sajungoje aktyviai reiSkesi ligi pat Antrojo pasaulinio
karo pradzios. Per visa tarpukario epochg Lietuva buvo viena ak-
tyviausiy Tauty Sajungos $alininkiy: pasisaké uzZ jos autoriteto ir
galiy stiprinima, rémé visuotinio nusiginklavimo idéjas ir taikias
iniciatyvas sprendziant tarptautinius konflikeus, buvo kolektyvi-
nio atkirdio agresoriams $alininké. Teigiama Lietuvos vaidmenj
reik§mingiausiame tarpukario tarptautiniame forume liudija fak-
tas, kad 1939 m. vasara, Antrojo pasaulinio karo i§vakarése, ji tapo
kandidate j Tauty Sajungos Nenuolating Taryba. Tiesa, prasidéjes
karas ir iryskejusi totali geopolitiné sumaistis Europoje nebeleido
Lietuvai jgyvendinti $ios ambicijos.

Sickdama vieningesnés, veiksmingesnés ir saugesnés Europos, gi-
lesnio ir glaudesnio Europos tauty politinio-kultarinio ir ekono-
minio bendradarbiavimo Lietuvos Respublika tarpukario metais



Germany, Great Britain, and outside Europe (North America)
beginning in the late 19 century.

National liberation movements (often referred to as the Spring of
Nations) that emerged in Central and Western Europe after the
Great French Revolution and the Napoleonic Wars did not bypass
Lithuania. In the second half of the 19 century, particularly in the
last quarter of the century, the Lithuanian national intelligentsia,
the modern Lithuanian nation, and the preconditions for the re-
establishment of national statehood in Lithuanian (which was
still governed by the Russian Empire at that time) were fast taking
shape. Jonas Basanavitius, Vincas Kudirka, Stasys Salkauskis,
Antanas Smetona, and others were the ideologists and founding
fathers of Lithuanian nationalism who primarily drew on the
political thought, experience, traditions and realities of Western
and Central European nations and countries in promoting the
independent political emancipation of Lithuanians. The late 19
century and the early 20 century witnessed the development of
political ideologies in Lithuania that followed European models
and were similar to parliamentary democracy or republicanism.
The ideologies served as a basis for the establishment of left-wing,
right-wing and liberal-minded parties.

Following the outbreak of the first revolution and the beginning
of democratic changes in Russia in 1905, the Great Seimas of
Vilnius was convened in Lithuania. It structured, deepened and
widened Lithuanian political thought, reinforced the democratic
aspirations of Lithuanians and laid ideological foundations for
national statehood. The Great Seimas of Vilnius de facto crowned
the development of the modern Lithuanian nation and gave
birth to a modern Lithuanian political world: it revealed the
ethno-political orientation and the system of political values of

Lithuanians and drew the geopolitical vectors for a future state. In
the age-old history of the nation and the state, the Great Seimas
of Vilnius acts in principle as a bridge between the long-standing
tradition of aristocratic parliamentarianism of the Grand Duchy
of Lithuania/Commonwealth of the Two Nations and modern
parliamentary democracy of the 20 century.

The development and results of the First World War (1914-1918)
and the revolution in Russia not only fundamentally shifted the
prevailing balance of power in Europe, but also radically changed
the political situation of Lithuania and some other countries on
the old continent. Russia’s partial defeat against Germany at the
outbreak of the war and its retreat to the East, followed by the
victory of the Entente over Germany and the collapse of the Russian
Empire, were important to Lithuania as it sought indepcndcnce
and statehood. Due to these developments, at the end of the First
World War the territory where the restoration of the state of
Lithuaniawas foreseen became geopolitically open, to some extent,
to such plans. Lithuanians were given an opportunity to publicly
express their political will and aspirations. In such circumstances,
on 16 February 1918, the Council of Lithuania, relying on the
historical statehood of Lithuania and the right to national self-
determination, proclaimed the restoration “of the independent
state of Lithuania, founded on democratic principles”. On 15 May
1920, the parliamentary-democratic nature of the Republic of
Lithuania was approved by a democratically elected Constituent
Seimas, and that was finally formalised in the summer of 1922 with
the adoption of the Constitution of the state. Not only the titular
nationality but also the national minorities like Jews (Litvaks),
Germans, Karaites, Tartars, Belarusians, Poles and Russians that
had been living in Lithuania for centuries were actively involved in
the restoration of the national statehood of Lithuania.



Lietuvos Respublikos Auks¢iausios Tarybos aktas ,Dél Lietuvos nepriklau-  Supreme Council of the Republic of Lithuania Act on the Re-establishment
somos valstybés atstatymo* su deputaty parasais. 1990 m. kovo 11 d. of the State of Lithuania. 11 March 1990.

Lietuvos valstybés naujasis archyvas Lithuanian State Modern Archives



Islandijos Respublikos Altingo sveikinimo laiskas lietuviy tautai, paskelbu-  Letter of congratulations from the Althingi of the Republic of Iceland to the
siai apie nepriklausomybés atkirima, 1990 m. kovo 12 d. Lithuanian nation on the restoration of independence. 12 March 1990.
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veiké ir kituose tarptautiniuose frontuose ar formatuose. Nuo
XX a. tretiojo desimtmetio vidurio rémé Paneuropos idéja, dalis
lietuviy intelektualy tiesiogiai dalyvavo $iame judéjime. 1929 m.
rugséjj Lietuva sveikino Zymaus Prancuzijos veikéjo, premjero
Aristide‘o Briando kalba Tauty Sajungos Asambléjoje, kur pir-
makart viesai buvo iSsakyta idéja dél Europos tauty federacijos
karimo. XX a. tre¢iajame deSimtmetyje—ketvirtojo deSimtmecio
pradzioje moraliai rémé tarptautiniy nusiginklavimo konferencijy
programas. 1929 m. pavasarj Lietuva oficialiai prisijungé prie pa-
cifikacinio Briando—Kellogo pakro, kuris i§ principo draudé karg
kaip nacionalinés politikos formg. 1919-1934 m. Lietuva ener-
gingai dirbo plétodama regioning integracija su Latvija ir Estija. Sj
darba 1934 m. rugséji Zenevoje vainikavo Baltijos Santarvés jkiri-
mas. 1934-1935 m. Lietuvos vyriausybé viena pirmyjy Europoje
surengé vie$a teismo procesg prie§ nacistinj judéjima Klaipédos
kragte: Sovinistine, rasisting ideologija ir teroristing politing prak-
tika. Tais pat metais Lietuva aktyviai palaiké Prancazijos uzsienio
reikaly ministro Luiso Barhou proteguojama Ryty Pakto (Ryty
Locarno) pacifikacing idéja.

Tarpukario mety Lietuvos Respublikos diplomatiné geografija
plati, o veikla turininga. 1918-1922 m. gavusi pripaZinima de jure,
Lietuvos Respublika diplomatinius santykius uzmezgé prakeiskai
su visomis Senojo kontinento valstybémis ir nemazu skai¢iumi
kity pasaulio $aliy. Tiesa, diplomatiniy pasiuntinybiy karima uz-
sienyje ribojo Salies finansiné padétis. Todel diplomatinés atstovy-
bés pirmiausia buvo jkurtos Paryziuje, Londone, Romoje, Berlyne,
Prahoje, Stokholme, Helsinkyje, Taline, Rygoje, Var$uvoje ir kai
kuriose kitose Europos ir pasaulio $aliy sostinése. Po 1940 m. vasa-
ra SSRS jvykdytos Lietuvos (ipso facto — Latvijos ir Estijos) okupa-
cijos ir aneksijos, plati tarpukario Lietuvos diplomatiné geografija
léemé, kad nemazas skaicius uZsienio valstybiy nepripazino Lietu-

vos inkorporacijos j SSRS ir su Lietuvos pasiuntiniais ir toliau pa-
laike tradicinius diplomatinius santykius. Tokiomis aplinkybémis
Lietuvos diplomatiné tarnyba egzilyje i§ dalies galéjo islikei ir veik-
ti net pus¢ amziaus: ligi pat nepriklausomybés atktirimo1990 m.
kovo mén. Be to, tokia situacija suponavo Lietuvos Respublikos
juridinj testinuma tarptautinéje arenoje.

1990 m. kovo 11-ajg laisvai, demokratiskai i$rinka Lietuvos Auks-
diausioji Taryba paskelbé apie nepriklausomo nacionalinio valsty-
bingumo atkirima. Kartu prasidéjo Lietuvos valstybés atkarimo
darbas ir Lietuvos Respublikos politinio grjzimo j Europa procesas.
Pirmoji atkurtos Lietuvos Respublikos valstybinguma 1991 m. va-
sario meén. pripazino Islandija, o ty pa¢iy mety antroje puséje Lie-
tuvos ir kity dviejy Baltijos Saliy — Latvijos ir Estijos — valstybingu-
ma jau pripazino dauguma Europos ir pasaulio valstybiy. Ty paciy
mety rudenj Lietuva kartu su savo $iaurinémis kaimynémis buvo
priimta j Jungtines Tautas ir prisijungé prie Europos Saugumo ir
Bendradarbiavimo Baigiamojo Akto. XX a. deSimtojo de$imtme-
¢io viduryje Lietuva i$reiske politing valia tapti visaverte Europos
Sajungos nare. Sis tikslas buvo pasiektas 2004 m. geguzés 1 d. Nuo
$io istorinio jvykio praslinkus vos 9 metams, Lietuvos Respublikai
patikéta pusei mety stoti prie vieningos Europos vairo ir europietis-
koje civilizacijoje palikti dar vieng prasminga lietuviskumo Zenkla.

Parodoje eksponuojami istoriniai dokumentai i Lietuvos naciona-
linés Martyno Mazgvydo bibliotekos, Lietuvos moksly akademijos
Viublevskiy bibliotekos, Vilnians universiteto bibliotekos, Lietuvos
nacionalinio muziejans, Lietuvos dailés muziejaus, Nacionalinio
Mikﬂ[ojﬂm Konstantino Ciurlionio mauziejaus, Lietuvos Respubli—
kos Seimo archyvo, Lietuvos centrinio m[stybés 47[/9)/1/0, Lietuvos
m[stybés istorijos archyvo, Lietuvos m[stybés naujojo arc/oyvo, Lie-

tuvos naujieny agentiiros ELTA fondy.



2004 m. geguzés 1 d. desime $aliy tapo naujomis ES narémis. Tai — Cekija,
Estija, Kipras, Latvija, Lenkija, Lietuva, Malta, Slovakija, Slovénija ir
Vengrija. Visoje Europoje vyko daug $ventiniy renginiy $iam jvykiui
paminéti. Airijai pirmininkaujant Europos Sajungai, Europos Komisijos
Pirmininkas Romanas Prodis, Europos Parlamento Pirmininkas Patas
Coxas ir daugelis issiplétusios ES valstybiy nariy ir vyriausybiy vadovy
vyko j oficialig plétros ceremonija Dubline.

Europos Komisijos garso ir vaizdo archyvas

On 1 May 2004, 10 countries became new members of the EU: Cyprus,
Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland,
Slovakia and Slovenia. A series of celebrations was organised across Europe
to mark the event. Romano Prodi, President of the EC; Pat Cox, President
of the EP; and many heads of states and governments of the enlarged EU
went to Dublin for the official ceremony of enlargement, Ireland holding
the Presidency of the EUL

Audiovisual Services of the European Commission



The Act of 16 February 1918 is the fundamental and the most
important legal and political document of the nation-state of
Lithuania. On the basis of this document, the Supreme Council of
Lithuania eliminated the consequences of the Soviet occupation

and annexation and again proclaimed independent national
statehood on 11 March 1990.

Radical development of principles related to democracy and
the right to self-determination of nations at the beginning of
the 20" century liberalised international relations, international
law and political life in Europe and gave rise to new states in
Central and Eastern Europe (Austria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia,
Poland, Latvia, Estonia and Finland) and the establishment
of the first universal international institution, the League of
Nations. Having restored its statchood at the beginning of the
20" century, the Republic of Lithuania was rapidly involved in
the pan-European political, economic and cultural processes of
the epoch. Already in 1919 a Lithuanian delegation worked at
the Paris Peace Conference, and in the autumn of 1921 Lithuania,
together with Latvia and Estonia, was admitted to the League of
Nations, the most influential international organisation between
the two world wars. Fighting for political stability, peace and the
principles of collective security, Lithuania was actively engaged in
the League of Nations until the outbreak of the Second World
War. Throughout the interwar period, Lithuania was one of the
most active supporters of the League of Nations, advocating the
enhancement of the authority and powers of the organisation,
the ideas of global disarmament and peaceful initiatives to solve
international conflicts, and common action against aggressors.
The positive role of Lithuania in the most significant international
forum in the interwar period is evidenced by the fact that in the
summer of 1939, on the eve of the Second World War, Lithuania

was nominated for the Council of the League of Nations as
a non-permanent member, but the outbreak of the war and
total geopolitical confusion in Europe prevented this from

happening.

With a view of achieving a more united, more effective and more
secure Europe, as well as deeper and closer political, cultural
and economic cooperation between the European nations, the
Republic of Lithuania was also engaged in other international
forums and formats during the interwar years. From the mid
twenties of the 20" century, it was in favour of the ideas of the
Pan-Europa Movement and some Lithuanian intellectuals were
directly involved in this movement. In September 1929, Lithuania
welcomed the speech delivered by famous French statesman
and Prime Minister Aristide Briand before the Assembly of the
League of Nations in which he proposed publicly for the first
time the idea to create a federation of European nations. At the
end of the twenties and at the beginning of the thirties of the 20
century, the country gave its moral support to the programmes
of international disarmament conferences. In the spring of 1929,
Lithuania officially adhered to the pacifist Kellogg-Briand Pact,
which in principle renounced the use of war as an instrument of
national policy. From 1919 to 1934, Lithuania vigorously pursued
integration with Latvia and Estonia. Its efforts were crowned by
the establishment of the Baltic Concord in September 1934 in
Geneva. In 1934-1935 the Lithuanian government was one of the
first governments in Europe to begin public judicial proceedings
against the chauvinistic, racially divisive, and terroristic political
practices of the Nazi movement in the Klaipéda Region. In
that same period, Lithuania actively supported the Eastern Pact
(Eastern Locarno) proposed by French Foreign Minister Louis
Barthou as a way to preserve peace.



The Republic of Lithuania undertook a wide range of intense
diplomatic activities during the interwar years. With de jure
recognition received in 1918-1922, the Republic of Lithuania
established diplomatic relations with almost all states on the old
continent and a significant number of other countries around the
world. True, the establishment of diplomatic missions abroad was
constrained by the financial situation of the country. Therefore,
diplomatic missions were first established in Paris, London, Rome,
Berlin, Prague, Stockholm, Helsinki, Tallinn, Riga, Warsaw,
and some other capitals in Europe and other parts of the world.
The wide diplomatic activities of Lithuania during the interwar
period yielded fruit in that after the occupation and annexation of
Lithuania (and at the same time Latvia and Estonia) by the USSR
in the summer of 1940, a large number of foreign countries did
not recognise the incorporation of Lithuania into the USSR and
continued traditional diplomatic relations with Lithuanian envoys.
In such circumstances, the Lithuanian diplomatic service in exile
could partially continue to exist and work for half a century until
the restoration of independence in March 1990. The situation also
represented the legal continuity of the Republic of Lithuania on
the international scene.

On 11 March 1990, the Supreme Council of Lithuania proclaimed
the re-establishment of independent national statchood. At the
same time, activities to re-establish the state of Lithuania were
undertaken and the process of Lithuania’s political return to
Europe was launched. Iceland was the first country to recognise the
statchood of the re-established Republic of Lithuania in February
1991, and in the second half of the same year the statchood of
Lithuania and the two other Baltic States (Latvia and Estonia)
was already recognised by the majority of countries in Europe and
the wider world. In autumn of the same year, Lithuania and its

northern neighbours joined the United Nations and acceded to
the Final Act of the Organization for Security and Co-operation
in Europe. In mid nineties of the 20* century, Lithuania expressed
its political will to become a fully-fledged member of the European
Union. That objective was reached on 1 May 2004. Only nine
years have elapsed since this historical event and the Republic of
Lithuania has been entrusted with steering united Europe for a
half-year period and given an opportunity to leave yet another
significant trace of Lithuanian identity on European civilisation.

The exhibition features historical documents from the Martynas
Mazvydas National Library of Lithuania, the Wroblewski Library
of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences, Vilnius University Library,
the National Museum of Lithuania, the Lithuanian Art Museum,
the M. K. Ciurlionis National Museum of Art, the Archive (yp the
Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, the Lithuanian State Central
Avrchives, the Lithuanian State Historical Archives, the Lithuanian
State Modern Archives, and the Lithuanian news agency ELTA.



