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•	 Meeting	of	the	Standing	CoMMittee	of	the	nato	ParliaMentary	aSSeMbly	waS	
held	in	VilniuS

•	 on	1	MarCh	2018,	ViktoraS	PranCkietiS,	SPeaker	of	the	SeiMaS,	deliVered	a	SPeeCh	
on	lithuanian-PoliSh	relationS	in	the	SejM	of	the	rePubliC	of	Poland

•	 SPeaker	of	the	SeiMaS	gaVe	a	warM	welCoMe	to	StaniSław	karCzewSki,	MarShal	
of	the	PoliSh	Senate	on	hiS	ViSit	to	lithuania	

•	 headS	of	the	lithuanian,	latVian	and	PoliSh	ParliaMentS	addreSSed	euroPean	
ParliaMentS	on	the	iSSue	of	nord	StreaM	2

•	 day	of	re-eStabliShMent	of	indePendenCe	SoleMnly	CoMMeMorated	at	
the	SeiMaS

Newsletter

*Article 64 of the Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania provides that: “Every year, the Seimas shall convene for two 
regular sessions–in spring and autumn. The spring session shall commence on the 10th of March and shall end on the 
30th of June. The autumn session shall commence on the 10th of September and shall end on the 23rd of December. The 
Seimas may decide to prolong a session”.
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PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS 

•  SEIMAS CLOSED ITS SPRING SESSION

•  SEIMAS OUTLAWED DISCRIMINATION ON GROUNDS OF NATIONALITY

•  VIKTORAS PRANCKIETIS, SPEAKER OF THE SEIMAS, MET WITH:

– MEMBERS OF THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

– FRANS TIMMERMANS, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION

– NORBERT LAMMERT, PRESIDENT OF THE GERMAN BUNDESTAG, AND HANS-PETER  
   BARTELS, PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSIONER FOR THE ARMED FORCES

Seimas closed its spring session

On 11 July 2017, the Seimas closed the prolonged 
2nd regular (spring) session. Convening for the first 
sitting on 10 March 2017*, the Seimas held 62 plenary 
sittings and adopted over 420 legal acts.

In the spring session, the Seimas mainly focused on 
greater efficiency and transparency of the public 
sector as well as on social security and health, 
education, culture and science, national security and 
defence. It also deliberated a number of draft laws 
on law enforcement, finance, energy, economy and 

other relevant matters. This session saw the delivery of the annual State of the Nation Address by Dalia 
Grybauskaitė, President of the Republic of Lithuania, and the annual activity report of the Government. 

MORE

PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS

Persons	studying	in	higher	education	institutions	outside	lithuania	
will	be	eligible	for	support

on	22	March	2018,	the	Seimas	adopted	amendments	to	the	law	on	higher	education	and	research,	
thus	providing	for	support	opportunities	for	persons	studying	in	higher	education	institutions	outside	
the	republic	of	lithuania.	the	new	provisions,	due	to	enter	into	force	on	15	april,	were	adopted	by	
107	votes	in	favour,	no	votes	against,	and	2	abstentions.

under	the	new	provisions	adopted	by	the	Seimas	and	in	accordance	with	the	procedure	laid	down	by	
the	government	or	its	authorised	body,	lithuanian	citizens	enrolled	or	studying	in	higher	education	
institutions	outside	 the	republic	of	lithuania	will	be	eligible	 for	support.	eligibility	 for	support	 is	
also	open	for	citizens	of	Member	States	of	the	european	union	(eu)	and	the	european	free	trade	
association	 (efta)	working	 in	and/or	holding	a	 residence	permit	of	 the	republic	of	 lithuania,	as	
well	as	members	of	 their	 families.	foreign	nationals	and	stateless	persons	who	have	the	right	of	
permanent	residence	in	the	republic	of	lithuania	are	also	eligible	for	support.	

More
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rasa	 juknevičienė,	 head	 of	 the	 Seimas	 delegation	 to	 the	 nato	
Parliamentary	assembly,	designated	 to	become	the	President	of	 the	
nato	Pa

on	24	March	2018,	the	Standing	Committee	
of	 the	 nato	 Parliamentary	 assembly	
gathered	 for	 a	meeting	 on	 the	 premises	 of	
the	Seimas	of	the	republic	of	lithuania.

the	 morning	 agenda	 of	 the	 meeting	
included	 deliberations	 on	 appointment	 of	
a	new	President	of	 the	nato	Parliamentary	
assembly.	the	incumbent	President	Paolo	alli	
was	not	 re-elected	to	 the	 italian	Parliament	
and	 lost	 his	 parliamentary	 mandate	 on	 23	
March	2018.	according	to	the	nato	Pa	rules,	
Mr	alli	will	continue	to	serve	as	President	of	

the	assembly	until	 the	 italian	Parliament	designates	a	new	delegation	 to	 the	nato	Pa	or,	 in	 the	
absence	of	such	designation,	for	up	to	six	months	after	the	expiration	of	his	parliamentary	mandate,	
i.e.	until	23	September.	the	nato	Pa	Standing	Committee	decided	that,	at	the	point	when	Mr	alli	
can	no	 longer	exercise	his	 functions	as	President,	 the	office	of	President	of	 the	nato	Pa	will	be	
assumed	by	rasa	juknevičienė,	head	of	the	Seimas	delegation	to	the	nato	Pa	and	current	Vice-
President	of	the	nato	Pa.	

More

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: MEETINGS, EVENTS 

Meeting	of	the	Standing	CoMMittee	of	the	nato	ParliaMentary	
aSSeMbly

Standing	Committee	of	the	nato	Pa	adopted	a	statement	on	the	attack	
of	March	4th	in	the	uk

following	 the	 briefing	 by	 the	 united	 kingdom	 delegation	 about	 the	 use	 of	 a	 chemical	 weapon	
against	the	double	agent	Sergei	Skripal	and	his	daughter	in	Salisbury	on	4	March	2018,	the	Standing	
Committee	of	the	nato	Parliamentary	assembly	adopted	a	statement	expressing	its	solidarity	with	
the	united	 kingdom	 and	 condemning	 the	 brutal	 attack,	 the	 first	 offensive	 use	 of	 a	 nerve	 agent	

http://www.lrs.lt/sip/portal.show?p_r=119&p_k=2&p_t=256457
http://www.lrs.lt/sip/portal.show?p_r=119&p_k=2&p_t=256457


nato	Pa	Standing	Committee	stresses	the	importance	of	unity

the	 agenda	 of	 the	 Standing	 Committee	 of	
the	nato	Parliamentary	assembly	 (nato	Pa)	
included	 discussions	 on	 the	 nato	 Pa	 draft	
declaration	which	 is	 expected	 to	 be	 adopted	
at	 the	 warsaw	 Spring	 Session	 in	 May	 2018.	
the	document	aims	to	highlight	nato’s	unity,	
achievements	 and	 challenges	 in	 the	 run-up	
to	 the	 nato	 Summit	 of	 heads	 of	 State	 and	
government	due	to	be	held	in	brussels	on	11–
12	july	2018.

More

Speaker	of	the	Seimas:	lithuania	and	Poland	are	„in	the	same	boat“

on	1	March	2018,	in	the	Sejm	of	the	republic	
of	 Poland,	 Viktoras	 Pranckietis,	 Speaker	 of	
the	 Seimas,	 delivered	 a	 historical	 speech	 on	
lithuanian-Polish	 relations,	common	past	and	
sustainable	future.

in	his	speech	in	warsaw,	Mr	Pranckietis	touched	
upon	the	key	issues	of	strategic	cooperation	in	
business,	 infrastructure,	 energy	 and	 security,	
as	well	as	the	situation	of	ethnic	minorities	and	
education,	which	are	sensitive	topics	for	both	
sides.	Please	find	the	full	version	of	the	speech	
on	the	website	of	the	Seimas.	

More

on	 alliance	 territory	 and	 a	 clear	 violation	 of	
international	agreements	and	laws.

the	 document	 expresses	 support	 for	 the	
actions	taken	by	the	government	of	the	united	
kingdom,	including	for	its	cooperation	with	the	
organisation	 for	 the	 Prohibition	 of	 Chemical	
weapons.	russia	was	called	upon	to	cooperate	
with	this	organisation.	

More
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heads	 of	 the	 lithuanian,	 latvian	 and	 Polish	 parliaments	 addressed	
european	parliaments	on	the	issue	of	nord	Stream	2

on	11	March	 2018,	 the	heads	 of	 the	 latvian	
and	Polish	parliaments,	who	had	gathered	 to	
a	 solemn	 commemoration	 of	 the	 day	 of	 the	
re-establishment	of	lithuania’s	independence	
in	 the	 Seimas	 of	 the	 republic	 of	 lithuania,	
and	 Viktoras	 Pranckietis,	 Speaker	 of	 the	
Seimas,	 signed	 an	 open	 letter	 to	 Presidents	
of	 Parliaments	 of	 european	 States	 thereby	
drawing	 the	 attention	 of	 european	 countries	
to	 the	 fundamental	 principles	 of	 the	 energy	
union	 for	europe	and	 the	political	 context	of	
the	nord	Stream	2	pipeline.

“although	it	 is	presented	as	a	commercial	project,	 it	 is	undoubtedly	a	political	 instrument,	which	
will	increase	the	dependence	of	the	european	union	on	russia	as	a	single	energy	supplier.	we	are	
convinced	that	nord	Stream	2	is	also	a	geopolitical	project	based	on	russia’s	political	decision	to	cut	
gas	transit	through	ukraine	and	divert	the	flows	through	the	nord	Stream	2	pipeline,”	the	Speaker	
of	the	Seimas	said.	

More

Speaker	of	 the	Seimas	gave	a	warm	welcome	to	 the	Marshal	of	 the	
Polish	Senate	on	his	visit	to	lithuania

on	16	March	2018,	Viktoras	Pranckietis,	Speaker	
of	 the	 Seimas,	met	 with	 Stanisław	 karczewski,	
Marshal	of	the	Senate	of	the	republic	of	Poland,	
on	his	visit	to	lithuania.

at	 the	 meeting,	 the	 Speaker	 and	 the	 Marshal	
underlined	 the	 importance	 of	 the	 bilateral	
strategic	 partnership	 and	 discussed	 the	
development	 of	 bilaterally	 significant	 joint	
infrastructural	 projects,	 such	 as	 rail	 baltica,	
Via	 baltica,	 and	 giPl	 and	 the	 synchronisation	
of	the	baltic	electricity	grids	with	the	european	
continental	network.	

More
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Committee	on	foreign	affairs	adopted	a	 statement	condemning	 the	
ongoing	occupation	and	annexation	of	Crimea

in	its	closed	meeting	of	21	March	2018,	held	with	the	participation	of	linas	linkevičius,	Minister	of	
foreign	affairs,	the	Committee	on	foreign	affairs	of	the	Seimas	discussed	the	situation	in	Crimea	
four	years	after	its	occupation	and	annexation	by	the	russian	federation.	

More

EVENTS

day	of	re-establishment	of	independence	solemnly	commemorated	at	
the	Seimas

a	 solemn	 commemoration	 of	 the	 day	 of	 re-
establishment	 of	 lithuania’s	 independence	
was	held	 at	 the	 Seimas	on	11	March	2018.	 the	
commemoration	was	also	dedicated	to	the	100th	
birth	 anniversary	 of	 adolfas	 ramanauskas-
Vanagas,	 Commander-in-Chief	 of	 the	 armed	
forces	 of	 the	 union	 of	 lithuanian	 freedom	
fighters.	the	participants	of	the	solemn	meeting	
congratulated	 norbertas	 Černiauskas,	 winner	 of	
the	 national	 independence	 grant,	 and	 former	

Committee	on	foreign	affairs:	 Serbia	needs	 full	 alignment	with	eu’s	
common	foreign	policy

at	its	meeting	on	7	March	2018,	the	Committee	on	foreign	affairs,	with	the	participation	of	darius	
Skusevičius,	 Vice-Minister	 of	 foreign	 affairs,	 unanimously	 regretted	 that	 Serbia	was	 increasingly	
failing	to	align	its	foreign	and	security	policy	with	the	eu’s	Common	foreign	and	Security	Policy.

in	the	opinion	on	the	Communication	from	the	Commission	“a	Credible	enlargement	Perspective	
for	and	enhanced	eu	engagement	with	 the	western	balkans,”	 the	Committee	made	 it	 clear	 that	
membership	of	 the	eu	was	not	possible	without	sharing	the	union’s	principles,	values	and	goals	
as	well	as	without	full	alignment	of	actions	with	the	common	foreign	and	security	policy.	for	this	
reason,	the	Committee	called	on	Serbia	to	immediately	achieve	full	alignment	of	its	foreign	policy	
with	the	eu’s	Common	foreign	and	Security	Policy	(Serbia’s	alignment	with	eu	positions	and	Council	
decisions	for	2017	stood	at	as	few	as	48	%,	down	from	63	%	in	2016	and	64	%	in	2015).	
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lithuanian	partisan	bronislovas	juospaitis,	honoured	for	his	whole	life	service	to	lithuania.

in	his	congratulatory	speech	Viktoras	Pranckietis,	Speaker	of	the	Seimas,	stressed	that	we	had	paid	a	
significant	price	for	the	re-establishment	of	independence	of	the	lithuanian	State	on	11	March	1990.	
“we	can	only	imagine	how	much	courage	was	required	of	the	freedom	fighters	who	led	us	towards	
independence.	 adolfas	 ramanauskas-Vanagas,	 Commander-in-Chief	 of	 the	 armed	 forces	 of	 the	
union	of	lithuanian	freedom	fighters	freedom,	led	his	fellow	countrymen	to	freedom	despite	cold,	
darkness	and	death.	he	was	a	genuine	leader,	a	centenary	man,”	said	the	Speaker	of	the	Seimas.	

More

PHOTOS 

Meeting	between	Viktoras	Pranckietis,	Speaker	
of	the	Seimas,	and	leaders	of	Crimean	tatars.	

5 March 2018

Meeting	between	Viktoras	Pranckietis,	Speaker	of	
the	Seimas,	and	Shen	zhifei,	ambassador	of	
the	People’s	republic	of	China	to	lithuania.	

6 March 2018 

Meeting	between	members	of	the	Seimas	Committee	
on	national	Security	and	defence	and	brendan	Smith,	

Chair	of	the	joint	Committee	on	foreign	affairs,	
trade,	and	defence	of	the	houses	of	the	oireachtas.		

12 March 2018

Meeting	between	gediminas	kirkilas,	deputy	Speaker	
of	the	Seimas	and	Chair	of	the	Committee	on	
european	affairs,	and	Vassiliki	dicopoulou,	

ambassador	of	the	hellenic	republic	to	lithuania.	
8 March 2018 
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For more photos of the March 2018 events and meetings, see here
or please visit the Seimas Flickr and Instagram accounts.
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Meeting	between	Viktoras	Pranckietis,	Speaker	of	
the	Seimas,	and	Stanislav	Shevchuk,	Chairman	of	

the	Constitutional	Court	of	ukraine.	
15 March 2018 

Meeting	between	members	of	the	Seimas	Committee	
on	national	Security	and	defence	and	brendan	Smith,	

Chair	of	the	joint	Committee	on	foreign	affairs,	
trade,	and	defence	of	the	houses	of	the	oireachtas.		

12 March 2018

Meeting	between	members	of	the	Seimas	Committee	
on	Culture	and	a	delegation	of	members	of	

the	Verkhovna	rada	of	ukraine.
27 March 2018 

european	Commissioner	Vytenis	Povilas	andriukaitis	
introduced	the	european	Commission	analysis	of	

economic	challenges	for	lithuania	in	2018.	
23 March 2018  
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