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Most health experts agree that Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) and the market failure to pro-
duce new classes of antibiotics since 1980s may cause a next pandemic. The World Bank fore-
casts 300 million deaths by 2050 and trillions of USD in losses unless action against AMR is 
taken now. In 2019 the European Court of Auditors criticized the European Commission for a 
lack of effective action against AMR. Individual Governments do not do better. It is time for a 
new deal between European authorities and pharmaceutical industries with patents remaining 
with the funding authorities.   
    
The transfer of European antibiotics production to notably Asian countries weakens European 
independence while adding to such soil, surface and groundwater antibiotics pollution that 
58,000 Indian babies die on birth each year.  
  
We, the undersigned members of PACE, call on the Secretary General of the CoE, its Commit-
tee of Ministers and Member States to:  

- develop and enforce laws that half the use of antibiotics in husbandry and in human 
health care,  

- collect complete and reliable data on all AMR issues,  
- craft a new relationship between authorities and pharmaceutical companies and start-

ups that  includes transparency, public-private partnerships and the prioritizing of public 
health above shareholder value.  
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