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LAISVES PREMIJA

Lictuvos Respublikos Seimas, minédamas Sovie-
ty Sajungos agresijos prie§ Lietuvos nepriklausomybe
dvidesimtmetj, pagerbdamas 1991 metais Zuvusiyjy uz
Lietuvos laisve atminimag ir pabrézdamas poreikj toliau
skatinti demokratijos plétra, Zmogaus teisiy jtvirtini-
ma, teisinés valstybés karima ir lygiateisj bendradarbia-
vimg Ryty ir Vidurio Europoje, 2011 m. rugs¢jo 15 d.
Lietuvos Respublikos Laisvés premijos jstatymu jsteigé
Laisvés premija. Sia premija sickiama jvertinti asmeny
ir organizacijy laiméjimus ir indélj ginant Zmogaus
teises, plétojant demokratija, skatinant tarpvalstybinj
bendradarbiavima kovojant uz Ryty ir Vidurio Euro-
pos tauty laisva apsisprendimg ir suverenitets.

Pretendenta Laisvés premijai gauti atrenka Laisvés
premijy komisija. Jos sudétj tvirtina Lietuvos Respubli-
kos Seimas Seimo Zmogaus teisiy komiteto teikimu.
komisija po vieng atstova deleguoja Seimo frakcijos,
po du narius — Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo ir Pasaulio
lietuviy bendruomenés komisija, Lietuvos Nepriklau-
somybés Akto signatary klubas ir Lictuvos jaunimo
organizacijy taryba. Laisvés premija Laisvés premijy
komisijos atrinktam pretendentui paskiriama Lietuvos
Respublikos Seimo nutarimu.

Laisvés premijos dydis — 5 tukst. eury. Laisvés pre-
mija i$kilmingos ceremonijos metu jteikiama Lietuvos
Respublikos Seime Laisvés gynéjy dieng — sausio 13-3ja.
Ceremonijos metu jteikiamas diplomas ir skulptorés
Joanos Noreikaités sukurta Laisvés statuléle. Statulele
yra sukurta pagal skulptoriaus Juozo Zikaro paminkla
,Laisvé®, tapusj Lietuvos valstybingumo simboliu. Sis
paminklas buvo atidengtas 1928 m. laikinojoje sosti-
néje Kaune, minint desimtasias Lietuvos nepriklauso-
mybés metines. Soviety okupacijos metais paminklas
buvo sunaikintas, tatiau Atgimimo metais atkurtas ir
iSkilmingai atidengtas 1989 m. vasario 16-3ja.
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FREEDOM PRIZE

The Freedom Prize is an award given by the Seimas
of the Republic of Lithuania under the Law on the Free-
dom Prize of 15 September 2011. It was established to
commemorate the 20th anniversary of the Soviet ag-
gression against the independent state of Lithuania; to
honour the memory of the victims who died for Lith-
uania’s freedom in 1991; to stress the need to further
promote the development of democracy, human rights,
the rule of law and equal cooperation in Central and
Eastern Europe. The Prize is awarded to individuals
and organisations in recognition of their achievements
in and contribution to the defence of human rights, de-
velopment of democracy and fostering of internation-
al cooperation for the cause of self-determination and
sovereignty of nations in Central and Eastern Europe.

Candidates for the Freedom Prize are selected by
the Freedom Prize Commission. Its composition is ap-
proved by the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania on
the nomination of the Seimas Committee on Human
Rights. The Freedom Prize Commission consists of one
member per each political group of the Seimas and two
members per each of the following bodies: the Com-
mission of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania and
the Lithuanian World Community, the Club of Signa-
tories to the Act of Independence, and the Lithuanian
Youth Council. The Freedom Prize is bestowed upon
the candidate selected by the Freedom Prize Commis-
sion by passing the Seimas resolution to that end.

The value of the Freedom Prize stands at EUR
5,000. The Prize is awarded annually at a solemn cere-
mony at the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania on 13
January, the Day of the Defenders of Freedom. During
the ceremony, the winner is awarded with a diploma
and the Statuette of Liberty by Joana Noreikaité. The
statuette is modelled after the Freedom Monument,



asymbol of Lithuania’s statchood, designed by sculp-
tor Juozas Zikaras. The Freedom Monument was un-
veiled in Kaunas, the then temporary capital, during
the commemoration of the 10th anniversary of the in-
dependence of Lithuania in 1928. It was demolished in
the period of the Soviet occupation, and restored and
solemnly unveiled on 16 February 1989, when the na-
tional revival began.




LAISVE YRA DRASA

Radvilé Morkunaité-Mikulénieng,
Seimo Laisvés premijy komisijos pirmininke

Jei reikéty apibudinti, kas tai yra laisve ar bati lais-
vam, kiekvienas sudéliotume skirtingus Zodzius ar jy
junginius, ta¢iau kiekvienas jau¢iame ar turime racio-
naly paaiskinima, kas tai yra.

Laisvé yra drasa. Kai nicko nebijai, sakai, kaip gal-
voji, renkiesi pagal savo jsitikinimus ir nesibaimini, kad
kas nors tave galbut i$juoks ar smarkiai sukritikuos.
Kalbu ne apie buka drasa, bet apie drasa, leidziancig
kurti nuostabius dalykus, atskleisti savo karybiskuma,
sumanymus, padedancia gerbti aplinkinius ir idé¢jas pa-
veréiandia tikrove.

Galime apibudinti busenas, reiskinius, galime api-
budinti ir Zmones. Daugybe jy sutinkame ir turime
apie juos nuomone. Néra tobuly, bet kickvienas turi
ka nors grazaus, ypatingo ir jdomaus. Tac¢iau yra tokiy
zmoniy, kuriems duota truputj daugiau. Tai Zmonés,
turintys misija — keisti, jkvepti aplinkui esandius, nepa-
siduoti, uzstoti silpnesnius, sugalvoti drasiy idéjy.

Kickvienas esame patyr¢ ankstyva, saulétg pavasa-
rio ryta, kai, atveres langg ar iS¢jes i§ namy j bundantj
miestg ar pradedandia zaliuoti pieva, pilnais plaudiais
giliai jkvepi gryno oro. Toji gaiva ir tyrumas yra laisves
pojitis. Tai yra jausmas, kuris aprepia pradiiq, pasiryzi-
ma, pasitikéjima savimi ir aplinkiniais, atsakomybe uz
nauja dieng ir aplinkinius, jkvépima darbui ir karybai.
Sis jausmas dar neprisiukslintas, jame néra vietos bai-
mei, pavydui, susikaustymui, pykciui.

Vidiné laisvé yra neapsakomai didelis dalykas —
tada mes sakome, kg galvojame ir jau¢iame, nenusu-
kame akiy j Sona, kai $alia masy esantj talzo zodZiais
ar veiksmais, nebijome prie§ galingesnj uzstoti silpnajj,

FREEDOM IS COURAGE

Radvilé Morkiinaité
Chair of the Freedom Prize Commission of the Seimas

Each of us would use different words or word com-
binations to describe what freedom is or what it is like
to be free. However, each of us has a feeling or rational
explanation of what it is.

Freedom is courage: when you have nothing to fear,
say what you think and make choices according to your
convictions without worry that anybody may mock or
criticize you severely. I am not talking here about reck-
less courage, rather about the courage that allows you
to respect people around you, and create wonderful
things, and that stimulates your creativity and ideas
translatable into reality.

We can describe conditions and phenomena, and we
can also describe people. We meet many of them and
form an opinion. People are not perfect, but everyone
has something beautiful, special or interesting. And
there are those who are gifted. They are people with a
mission: to change and inspire others, hold their ground,
stand up for the weak and generate ambitious ideas.

Everyone has seen an early morning in a sunny
spring when the window or door opens — into an awak-
ening city or meadow with appearing grass — and onc¢’s
lungs are filled with fresh air. This freshness and purity
give a feeling of freedom. This feeling is a source of a
new beginning and determination, self-confidence and
confidence in others, responsibility for the new day
and people around you, and inspiration for work and
creativity. This feeling is still pure with no fear, jealousy,
constraint or anger.

Internal freedom is an extremely great thing. We
say what we think and feel and do not turn our eyes



nestokojame ryzto keisti dalykus j gera, drasiai stojame
teisybés pusén.

Valstybés laisvé tokia pat kaip ir kiekvieno i§ masy —
turéti galimybe rinktis, kaip gyventi, kokiu keliu eiti,
kokias $ventes $vesti, kokia kalba kalbéti. Sie pasirin-
kimai i§ masy buvo atimti ne karta, Lictuvos, taigi ir
kickvieno i§ musy, laisvé buvo lauzoma, sunkus sveti-
myjy akmuo ant kritinés neleido mums jkvépti oro.

Laisvé yra didelé laime, tadiau jos sickis neretai,
deja, siejasi su skausmu. Pasaulyje auky uz laisve skai-
¢iai, deja, tampa statistika. Ta¢iau Zmoniy pasiryzimas
statistika nematuojamas — $iandien tukstanciai Ukrai-
noje, $imtai takstanciy Sirijoje ar tada keturiolika Lie-
tuvoje — ne apie skaicius, o apie pasirinkima gyventi
kitaip. Laisv¢je.

Simboliskai Sausio 13-aja Laisves premija su dideliu
dékingumu ir pagarba jteikiama tiems Zmonéms, kurie
visada saugojo Laisve. Laisvés premija skiriama uZ pa-
sickimus ir ind¢lj ginant Zmogaus teises, plétojant de-
mokratija, skatinant tarpvalstybinj bendradarbiavima
kovojant uz Ryty ir Vidurio Europos tauty laisva ap-
sisprendima ir suverenitetg. Ji skiriama ne tik Lietuvos
pilie¢iams — ji skiriama ir bi¢iuliams i§ uZsienio, tiems,
kurie savo darbais stiprino demokratija musy regione,
iSties¢ mums pagalbos ranka, buvo ir yra Laisve mylin-
¢iy zmoniy puséje.

off when somebody nearby is being insulted or beaten.
We are not afraid to protect the weak from the strong
and lack no resolve to change things to good and stand
boldly on the side of justice.

The freedom of the country is just the same: it gives
an opportunity for choosing which way to live and
which way to go, what holidays to celebrate and what
language to speak. These and other choices would be
repeatedly taken away from us now and then. Now
and again the freedom of Lithuania, and of everyone,
would be destroyed. Under the yoke of others, we
could not take a breath of fresh air.

Freedom is great happiness, but, sadly, aspiration
for it often leads to pain. Unfortunately, the numbers
of victims of freedom fights in the world are becoming
mere statistics. But the determination of people cannot
be measured by numbers alone. Thousands in Ukraine
and hundreds of thousands in Syria today, or fourteen
in Lithuania back then, are not about numbers, but
about the choice to live differently. In freedom.

On 13 January each year, as a token, the Freedom
Prize is presented, with great gratitude and respect, to
those who have always been on watch over freedom.
The Freedom Prize is awarded for the achievements in
and contribution to the protection of human rights, the
development of democracy and fostering of cross-bor-
der cooperation for the cause of the sovereignty and
the right to self-determination of Eastern and Central
European nations. Not only Lithuanians are nominat-
ed for the Prize, but also our foreign friends. The Prize
honours all those who have strengthened democracy in
our region, lent a helping hand, and have always been
on the side of the freedom loving people.



LAISVES PREMIJOS LAUREATAI

2018 mety Laisvés premija paskirta Lietuvos
Laisvés Kovos Sajudzio partizany grupei —
Jonui ABUKAUSKUI,

Vytautui BALSIUT,

Jonui CEPONIUI,

Juozui JAKAVONIUTI,

Bronislovui JUOSPAICIUI,

Jonui KADZIONIUI,

Juozui MOCIUL

2017 mety Laisvés premija paskirta
Lietuvos laisves gynéjai, politinei kalinei,
pogrindinés spaudos platintojai ir ,Lietuvos
Kataliky Bazny¢ios Kronikos®“ bendradarbei
vienuolei Nijolei SADUNAITEL

2016 mety Laisvés premija paskirta vienam i$
liberalios krypties lietuviy iSeivijos visuomeninés
organizacijos ,Santara-Sviesa“ lyderiy, Lietuvos

Respublikos Prezidentui Valdui ADAMKUIL

2016 mety Laisvés premija paskirta

Auksciausiosios Tarybos-Atkuriamojo Seimo
Pirmininkui — auks$¢iausiam to meto Lietuvos
Respublikos pareigunui, Lietuvos Nepriklausomybés
Akto signatarui Vytautui LANDSBERGIUL

2014 mety Laisvés premija paskirta
disidentui, vienam i§ Lenkijos opozicinio
judéjimo ,,Solidarumas® lyderiy, Zurnalistui,
dienras¢io ,Gazeta Wyborcza“ vyriausiajam
redaktoriui Adamui MICHNIKUL

WINNERS OF THE FREEDOM PRIZE

The Freedom Prize 2018 is awarded to the group
of partisans of the Movement for the Struggle for
Freedom of Lithuania, including:

Jonas ABUKAUSKAS,

Vytautas BALSYS,

Jonas CEPONIS,

Juozas JAKAVONIS,

Bronislovas JUOSPAITIS,

Jonas KADZIONIS,

and Juozas MOCIUS.

The Freedom Prize 2017 was awarded to Sister
Nijolé SADUNAITE, defender of freedom
and human rights activist, former political
prisoner, and co-author of the underground

Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania.

The Freedom Prize 2016 was awarded to President
Valdas ADAMKUS, one of the leaders of the
Santara-Sviesa, the liberal civic organization

of the Lithuanian expatriate community.

The Freedom Prize 2016 was also awarded to
Vytautas LANDSBERGIS, President of the
Supreme Council — Reconstituent Seimas,
acting as the Head of State of that time, and
Signatory to the Act of Independence.

The Freedom Prize 2014 was awarded to
Adam MICHNIK, dissident, one of the
leaders of the Polish opposition movement

Solidarity, journalist and editor-in-chief
of the Polish daily Gazeta Wyborcza.



2013 mety Laisvés premija paskirta
politiniam kaliniui, pogrindinio leidinio
»Lietuvos Kataliky Bazny¢ios Kronika®
steigéjui ir redaktoriui arkivyskupui

Sigitui TAMKEVICIUI SJ.

2012 mety Laisvés premija paskirta
politiniam kaliniui, rezistencijos
dalyviui, Lietuvos laisvés lygos jkaréjui
ir vadovui Antanui TERLECKUL

2011 mety Laisvés premija paskirta kovotojui
uz laisve ir demokratija, Zmogaus teisiy gynéjui,

Rusijos disidentui Sergejui KOVALIOV UL

The Freedom Prize 2013 was awarded to
Archbishop Sigitas TAMKEVICIUS S],
political prisoner, founder and editor of
the underground publication Chronicle

of the Catholic Church in Lithuania.

The Freedom Prize 2012 was awarded to Antanas
TERLECKAS, political prisoner, participant in
the resistance to the Soviet occupation, founder
and head of the Lithuanian Freedom League.

The Freedom Prize 2011 was awarded
to Sergei KOVALEYV, active fighter for
freedom and democracy, human rights
activist and Russian dissident.
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Jonas
ABUKAUSKAS
(2018 m.)

Vytautas
BALSYS
(2018 m.)

Jonas
CEPONIS
(2018 m.)

Juozas
JAKAVONIS
(2018 m.)

Bronislovas
JUOSPAITIS
(2018 m.)

Jonas
KADZIONIS
(2018 m.)

Juozas
MOCIUS
(2018 m.)



Nijolé
SADUNAITE
(2017 m.)

Valdas
ADAMKUS
(2016 m.)

Vytautas
LANDSBERGIS
(2016 m.)

Adamas
MICHNIKAS
(Adam Michnik)
(2014 m.)

g

- 4

Sigitas
TAMKEVICIUS SJ
(2013 m.)

Antanas
TERLECKAS
(2012 m.)

Sergejus
KOVALIOVAS
(Sergei Kovalev)
(2011 m.)
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Dainavos apygardos Kazimieraicio rinktinés partizany
apdovanojimas. Narsumo juostele Sofijai Budénaitei-
Ramunei sega apygardos vadas Adolfas Ramanauskas-
Vanagas. Jsakyma skaito apygardos Stabo adjutantas
Lionginas Baliukevi¢ius-Dzikas. Stalas su apdovanojimais
uzdengtas Lietuvos trispalve. Vieta nenurodyta, 1948 m.
Fotografas nenurodytas (Okupacijy ir laisvés kovy muziejus)

Award Ceremony of the Kazimieraitis division of the
Dainava military district Adolfas Ramanauskas-Vanagas,
Commander of the Dainava military district, awards Sofija
Budénaité-Ramung, partisan, with the Ribbon of Courage.
Lionginas Baliukevi¢ius-Dziikas, the district headquarters
adjutant, reads out the order. The table with the awards

is covered with the Lithuanian national tricolour flag.
Unspecified location, 1948. Unknown photographer
(Museum of Occupations and Freedom Fights)




2018 METU LAISVES PREMIJA

Rezistencija [...] tai individo fundamentali laikysena
pries gyvenimag ir pries mirtj, tai originalus jtemptas
moralinis klimatas, kuriame tauta, istorijos supurtyta,
igauna naujy galimybiy, savo naujo likimo sgmong.

Algirdas Julius Greimas

Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo nutarimu 2018 mety
Laisvés premija paskirta Lietuvos Laisvés Kovos Saju-
dzio partizany grupei — Jonui Abukauskui, Vytautui
Balsiui, Jonui Ceponiui, Juozui Jakavoniui, Bronislovui
Juospaidiui, Jonui KadZioniui ir Juozui Mociui. Laisvés
kovy dalyviy grupe apdovanojimui pateiké Lietuvos
Laisvés Kovos Sajudzio taryba, individualias jy kandi-
dataras parémé Lictuvos ginkluotyjy pajégy asociacija,
Lietuvos kariuomenés karéjy savanoriy sajungos atsto-
vai, akademinés bendruomenés atstovai — ginkluotojo
antisovietinio pasiprie$inimo tyréjai. Taip pirma karta
Laisvés premija skirta septyniy Lietuvos ginkluotojo
antisovietinio pasipriesinimo dalyviq grupei, Siuo ap-
dovanojimu pagerbta pagrindiné ginkluotojo antiso-
vietinio pasiprieSinimo organizacija — Lietuvos Laisvés
Kovos Sajadis. Sie septyni partizanai — 1992 metais at-
kurtos Lietuvos Laisvés Kovos Sajudzio organizacijos
vadovybeés nariai. Premija yra paskirta Lietuvos Laisvés
Kovos Sajudzio partizany grupei, taip simboliskai pa-
gerbiant visus Laisves kovy dalyvius, vyrus ir moteris,
kurie paskyré savo gyvenima kovai uz laisva, nepriklau-
soma ir demokrating Lietuvos valstybe. Kaip pazyme-
jo Laisves premijy komisijos pirmininké, Seimo naré
Radvilé Morkunaite-Mikuléniené, ,$iy mety Laisvés
premija partizanams — tai visuomenés padéka uz misy
laisve kovojusiems didvyriams, iki $iol puoseléjantiems
laisvés ir nepriklausomybés idealus. Si premija yra masy

2018 FREEDOM PRIZE

Resistance [... ] is an individual’s fundamental stance
towards life and death, an original and tense moral
climate, where a nation, shaken by history, ends up with
new opportunities and an awareness of a new destiny.

Algirdas Julius Greimas

Based on the Resolution of the Seimas of the Re-
public of Lithuania, the 2018 Freedom Prize is award-
ed to a group of Lithuanian partisans involved in the
Movement for the Struggle for Freedom of Lithuania
(MSFL): Jonas Abukauskas, Vytautas Balsys, Jonas
Ccponis, Juozas Jakavonis, Bronislovas Juospaitis,
Jonas KadzZionis, and Juozas Mocius. The freedom
fighters as a group were nominated for the prize by the
MSFL Council. Their individual nominations were
supported by the Lithuanian Armed Forces Associa-
tion, representatives of the Union of the National De-
fence Volunteer Forces, and members of the academic
community, in particular, researchers of the armed
anti-Soviet resistance. This is the first time when the
Freedom Prize is awarded to a group of seven partici-
pants of the Lithuanian armed anti-Soviet resistance,
thereby showing respect to the Movement for the
Struggle for Freedom of Lithuania as the key organi-
sation of armed anti-Soviet resistance in the country.
These seven partisans are the members of the Coun-
cil of the Movement of the Struggle for Freedom of
Lithuania, an organisation re-established in 1992. The
Freedom Prize is awarded to the group of former parti-
sans, thus symbolically paying tribute to all the partic-
ipants in the Struggle for Freedom: men and women
who devoted their lives to the fight for a free, inde-
pendent and democratic state of Lithuania. As Radvilé
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pagarbos ir dekingumo Zenklas jiems ir visiems laisvés
kovy dalyviams®.

2018-yjy Laisvés premijos nominacija laisvés kovy
dalyviams ypatinga ir tuo, kad jos jteikimas dar karta
suaktualina ginkluotojo pasipriesinimo reik$me, istori-
n¢ atmintj apie §j dramatiska Lietuvos istorijos laiko-
tarpj. Sickdamas pabrézti ginkluotojo pasipriesinimo
svarba kovojant pries soviety okupacija, Lietuvos Res-
publikos Seimas 2018-uosius paskelbé Adolfo Rama-
nausko-Vanago metais, o 2019-uosius — Jono Zemai-
¢io-Vytauto metais, pazymint Lietuvos Laisvés Kovos
Sajudzio Tarybos Prezidiumo pirmininko generolo
Jono Zemaitio-Vytauto 110-gsias gimimo metines bei
Lietuvos Laisvés Kovos Sajudzio Tarybos 1949 m. vasa-
rio 16 d. deklaracijos pasira$ymo 70-gsias metines. Taip
prisimenama Deklaracija, kurig pasirase astuoni signa-
tarai karo ir okupacijos salygomis patvirtino Lietuvos
valstybés testinumg ir deklaravo Lietuvos valstybeés,
kaip demokratinés, parlamentinés respublikos, modelj.
Graziu sutapimu ir vienu i§ svarbiausiy 2018 m. jvykiy
Lietuvos visuomenés atmintyje iSliks partizany vado
Adolfo Ramanausko-Vanago palaiky suradimas Nas-
lai¢iy kapinése ir valstybiniy laidotuviy ceremonija.

Partizanai Jonas Abukauskas-Siaubas, Vytautas Bal-
sys-Uosis, Jonas Ceponis-Vaidila, Juozas Jakavonis-Ti-
gras, Bronislovas Juospaitis-Direktorius, Jonas Ka-
dZionis-Béda ir Juozas Mocius-Sviedrys neabejotinai
nusipelne Laisvés premijos. Brutalaus teroro salygomis
ju apsisprendimas aukoti asmeninius interesus, pasi-
renkant ginkluotg kova uz Lietuvos nepriklausomybe,
liudijo jy drasa ir idealizma. Vienas i§ apdovanotojy
Jonas Ccponis pastebéjo, kad ,Vytis ir trispalvé mums
buvo tokie $venti dalykai, kad uz juos ¢jome mirti.
Kiekvieno i§ jy biografija turi nemazai ir panasumuy,
ir skirtcumy. Vykstant partizaniniam karui su Soviety
Sajunga jie atstovavo skirtingoms partizany apygar-
doms — Algimanto, Dainavos, Kestucio, Tauro ir Vy-
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Morkiinaité Mikuléniené, Chair of the Freedom Prize
Commission, pointed out, ‘this year’s Freedom Prize
to partisans is a sign of public gratitude to the fight-
ers who had fought for our freedom and who still live
by the ideals of liberty and independence. The prize is
our sign of respect and gratitude to them and to all the
people involved in the freedom fighting effort’

Awarding of the 2018 Freedom Prize to the defend-
ers of freedom is also special in the way that it repeat-
edly highlights the value of the armed resistance and
the historical memory of this dramatic period. In order
to emphasise the importance of the armed resistance in
the fight against the Soviet occupation, the Seimas of
the Republic of Lithuania announced the year 2018 to
be the year of Adolfas Ramanauskas codenamed Vana-
gas (Hawk). By the same token, the year 2019 was an-
nounced to be the year of Jonas Zemaitis codenamed
Vytautas to commemorate the 110th anniversary of
the birth of General Jonas Zemaitis-Vytautas, Chair
of the Council of the Movement for the Struggle for
Freedom of Lithuania, and the 70th anniversary of
the signing of the Declaration of the MSFL Coun-
cil in 16 February 1949. The Declaration, signed by
eight signatories, was a document that confirmed the
continuity of the Lithuanian State during the war and
occupation and established Lithuania as a democratic
parliamentary republic. It was a nice coincidence that
the remains of the Commander of partisans, Adolfas
Ramanauskas-Vagas, were found in the Naslai¢iy (Or-
phans) Cemetery in 2018, which culminated in a pub-
lic funeral ceremony, one of the most important public
events of the year to remain forever in Lithuania’s col-
lective memory.

The winners of the 2018 Freedom Prize, partisans
Jonas Abukauskas codenamed Siaubas (Horror), Vy-
tautas Balsys codenamed Uosis (Ash), Jonas Ceponis
codenamed Vaidila, Juozas Jakavonis codenamed Ti-



¢io. | ginkluotajj pasiprie$inima jsitrauke badami vos
19-22 mety amziaus, per keletg mety jie i$gyveno visg
partizaninio karo dramatizmg — kovos kriksta, parti-
zany bunkerio $altj, suzeidimus, deja, ir buvusiy kovos
draugy iSdavystes. Pateke j okupanty represiniy struk-
tary rankas, pra¢jo tardymy Golgota, isliko lagerio ir
tremties Sibire metais. Lageriy ir tremties sunkumai ir
nepritekliai nepalauzé jy tikéjimo laisve. Kartu jy gyve-
nimo istorijos skirtingos ir todél vertos atskiros knygos
ar kino filmo siuZeto. Sulauke garbingo amziaus, Sie
partizanai yra Lietuvos Laisves Kovos Sajudzio simbo-
liai, kasdiene savo veikla aktyviai liudijantys Lietuvos
laisvés kovy istoring atmintj. Siandienos Lietuvos vi-
suomenei jie yra tikrojo herojiskumo pavyzdys.

gras (Tiger), Bronislovas Juospaitis codenamed Direk-
torius (Director), Jonas Kadzionis codenamed Béda
(Trouble), and Juozas Mocius codenamed Sviedrys
definitely deserve the Prize. In the context of brutal ter-
ror, despite their young age at the time, they decided to
sacrifice their personal interests by resolving themselves
to an armed struggle for independence. This attests
to their courage and genuine idealism. For us, Vytis
[Coat of Arms of Lithuania] and our national tricolour
flag were so sacred that we were ready to die for them,
one of the nominees, Jonas Ceponis, remarked. The
nominees represented various military districts during
the partisan war with the Soviet Union, including Al-
gimantas, Dainava, Kestutis, Tauras and Vytis Military
Districts. The biographies of each of them, while hav-
ing some differences, share a number of similarities All
of the nomineces joined the armed resistance effort at
the age of 19 to 22. Over the space of mere several years,
all of them went through the full drama of partisan
warfare, including the baptism of fire; freezing cold in
partisan bunkers; injuries; and, unfortunately, betrayals
by former friends-in-arms. They suffered the agony of
interrogations at the hands of the repressive structures
of the occupiers and withstood the exile in the forced
labour camps in Siberia. Despite the adversities and
deprivation, however, they never lost their trust in the
prospect of freedom. Their life stories have their differ-
ences and each of them could well lend itself to a book
or a film. Having reached a venerable age, the partisans
are a living symbol of the Movement for the Struggle
for Freedom of Lithuania. Their daily activities are a
robust contribution to the historic memory of the na-
tional freedom cause and their civic stance offers a true
example of heroism for the Lithuanian society today.
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Lietuvos laisvés kovy dalyviai prie Kauno jgulos karininky ramovés Former Lithuanian freedom fighters at the Kaunas Officers’ Club
Kaunas, 2005-2010 m. Fotografas nenurodytas Kaunas, 2005-2010. Photographer unknown
(Jono Ceponio asmeninis archyvas) (Personal archive of Jonas Ceponis)
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LIETUVOS LAISVES KOVOS SAJUDZIO
PARTIZANU GRUPE (2018 M.)

PARTISAN GROUP OF THE MOVEMENT
FOR THE STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM
OF LITHUANIA (2018)

Jonas ABUKAUSKAS

Gimé: 1927 m. sausio 9 d.

Gimimo vieta: Norvaiiy k., Uzpaliy vls¢.,
Utenos apskr.

I$silavinimas: pradinis.

Slapyvardis: Siaubas, Vytenis.

Ginkluotasis pasipriesinimas: 1944-1947 m.
kalintas Silueés kaléjimc, 1949-1952 m.
ginkluotojo pasipricsinimo dalyvis. Al- | @ .
gimanto apygardos Kunigaikééio Margio -
rinktinés partizanas, nuo 1950 m. pabai— r
gos buvo Vytauto apygardos Vaizganto
rinktinés Audros bario vadas. 1952 m.
lcgalizavosi.

Nuteistas: 1952 m. suimtas, paskirta mirties bausmé, véliau pakeista
25 m. lagerio. 1952-1976 m. kalintas Omsko, Taiseto, Vladimi-
ro ir Mordovijos lagcriuosc.

Lietuvoje: 1976 m. grjzo j Lictuva. Atsiminimai publikuoti knygose
.Naikintos, bet nenugalétos kartos kelias: prisiminimai® (Vil-
nius, 2006) ir , Aukstaitijos partizany prisiminimai” (2001).

Kario savanorio teisinis statusas pripazintas 1998 m.

Valstybés apdovanojimai: Vycio Kryziaus ordino Karininko kry-

zius (2006).

Nuotr. aut. / Photo by Monika Mykolaityte

Date of birth: 9 January 1927

Place of birth: Norvaisiai vi]lage, Uipaliai pa-

rish, Utena county

Education: primary

Code names: Siaubas (Horror), Vytenis

Armed resistance: imprisonment in Siluee

prison in 1944-1947; participation in the

armed resistance in 1949-1952; mcmbcrship
of Duke Margis Territorial Unit of Algiman-
tas Mi]itary District; command of Audra Pla-
toon of Vaizgantas Territorial Unit of Vytautas

Military District from 1950; official registra-
tion with the Soviet authorities in 1952.

Convictions: detention in 1952 and handing down of the death sen-
tence subsequently replaced by 25 years of imprisonment in the
forced labour camp; imprisonment in the forced labour camps
in Omsk, Tayshet, Vladimir, and Mordovia in 1952-1976.

In Lithuania: recurn to Lithuania in 1976; publication of memoirs
in the books Decimated but Undcﬁated: Memories of the Genera-
tion (2006); Memories of the Partisans from the Aukstaitija Region
(2001).

Legal status: recognised as a military volunteer in 1998.

State decorations: Cross of Commander of the Order of the Cross

of Vytis (2006).
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Vytautas BALSYS

Gimé: 1923 m. geguzés 20 d.

Gimimo vieta: Kluoniskiy k., Zapyskio
vls¢., Kauno apsker.

I$silavinimas: Zapyékio progimnazija,
Kauno technikumas.

Slapyvardis: Uosis.

Ginkluotasis pasipriesinimas: 1944 m.
priklausé Vietinei rinktinei. 1944-
1948 m. ginkluotojo pasipricsinimo
dalyvis. Tauro apygardos Gelezinio
Vilko rinktinés Jono Miscviciaus par-
tizany birio, veikusio Kazly Rados
miske, partizanas. 1945 m. vasario mén. dalyvavo Ziemkelio
kautynésc. Sunkiai suzeistas, du su puse ménesio praguléjo sal-
tame bunkeryje. 1948 m. sausio 13 d. isduotas ir suimtas.

Nuteistas: 1948 m. nuteistas 25 m. laisvés atemimo bausme: 10 m.
ikalinimo (lagerio rezimo) ir 15 m. tremties. 1948-1956 m. ka-
lc'jo Norilsko ypatingojo rezimo lagcryjc ,,Kajcrl(an“, dirbo an-
glies kasyklose. 1956-1966 m. istremtas j Karaganda (Kazach-
stanas), dirbo vario kasyklojc.

Lietuvoje: 1966 m. grjzo j Lictuva. Iki 1968 m. sovicty milicija ir
KGB pcrsckiojo ir trukde prisiregistruoti, todel sunkiai sekési
isidarbinti. Per pirmajj Laisvés Kovos Sajadzio suvaziavima
Kaune 1990 m. buvo paskirtas LLKS $tabo vadovu.

Kario savanorio teisinis statusas pripaiintas 1998 m.

Valstybés apdovanojimai: Lietuvos ncpriklausomybés medalis
(2000), Vycio Kryziaus ordino Karininko kryzius (2000), Ka-

riuvomenés kiiréjy savanoriy medalis (2001).
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Nuotr. aut. / Photo by Monika Mykolaityté

Date of birth: 20 May 1923

Place of birth: Kluoniskiai Villagc, Zapyikis

parish, Kaunas county

Education: Zapyskis Progymnasium, Kau-

nas Vocational College

Code name: Uosis (Ash)

Armed resistance: mcmbcrship of the Local

Territorial Unit in 1944; participation in the

armed resistance in 1944-1948; member-

ship of the Jonas Misevicius-commanded

Platoon of Iron Wolf Territorial Unit of

Tauras Military District operating in Kazly
Rada forest; participation in Ziemkelis battle in February 1945;
two and a half monthss sick bed in the cold bunker due to injuries;
betrayal and arrest on 13 January 1948.

Convictions: 25-ycar sentence, including 10 years of imprisonment
(forced labour camp) and 15 years of exile, in 1948; imprison-
ment in the Kayerkan Forced Labour Camp of special regime in
Norilsk in 1948-1956 with work in coal mines; exile in Karagan-
da, Kazakhstan, in 1956-1966 involving work in copper mines.

In Lithuania: return to Lithuania in 1966; persecution by the Sovi-
et policc and the KGB and obstruction to registration preven-
ting from cmploymcnt until 1968; appointment as Head of the
Headquarters of the Movement for the Strugg]e for Freedom of
Lithuania by its first Congress in Kaunas in 1990.

Legal status: recognised as a military volunteer in 1998

State decorations: Medal of the Independence of Lithuania (2000),
Cross of Commander of the Order of the Cross of Vytis (2000),
Medal of Founding Volunteers of the Lithuanian Army (2001).



Jonas CEPONIS

Gimé: 1925 m. geguiés 6.d.

Gimimo vieta: Pagojaus k., Pasvalio vlsc.,
Birzyapskr.

Issilavinimas: Pasvalio Petro Vileisio gim-
nazija (1943), studijos Kauno kunigy
seminarijoje.

Slapyvardis: Vaidila, Vaidevudis.

Ginkluotasis  pasipriesinimas:  Nuo
1944 m. réemé partizanus, aprfipinda-
VO juos ginklais, dokumentq blankais,
pogrindine spauda, palaiké ry§ius su J u
Stabais. 1945-1948 m. ginkluotojo pa-
sipriesinimo dalyvis. Tauro apygardos Birutés rinkrinés parti-
zanas, Tauro apygardos stabo jgaliotas parcigiinas. Vykdé Tau-
ro apygardos vado Antano BaltﬁSiO-ZVCjO pavcdimus, buvo jo
igaliotas palaikyti rysj su kitomis partizany apygardomis, tartis
centralizacijos klausimais, uz sumany ir drasy uzduociy vykdy-
ma apygardos vadas jam pareiské tarnybinj pagyrimgir padéka.

Nuteistas: 1948 m. isduotas, po kankinancio tardymo nutcistas 25
metams lagerio be teisés grjzti j Lictuva bausme. Kalintas No-
rilsko, Kemerovo lageriuose. 1953 m. Norilsko politiniy kaliniy
sukilimo dalyvis. Po kalinimo iStremtas j Buriatijos ASSR.

Lietuvoje: 1968 m. sugrizo j Lictuva. Nickada neprarado drasos ir
vilties sulaukti Lictuvos laisvés. Be baimés giedodavo Lictuvos
himna, drasiai kalbédavo pakvicstas I sauguma, kasmet per
Vélines pagerbdavo partizany kapus. 1987 m. rugpjacio 23 d.
mitingo pric Adomo Mickeviciaus paminklo dalyvis. Lictuvos
Laisvés Kovos Sajidzio prezidiumo pirmininkas 1998-2017 m.

Kario savanorio teisinis statusas pripaiintas 1998 m.

Valstybés apdovanojimai: Vycio Kryziaus ordino Komandoro kry-
zius (1998), Lictuvos nepriklausomybés medalis (2000), Ka-

riuomenés kiiréjy savanoriy medalis (2001).

Fotografas nenurodytas (Unknown photographer)

Date of birth: 6 May 1925

Place of birth: Pagojai villagc, Pasvalys pa-

rish, Birzai county

Education: Vileisis Gymnasium in Pasvalys,

studics at Kaunas Priest Seminary

Code names: Vaidila, Vaidevutis

Armed resistance: support to partisans from

1944; maintenance of communication with

partisan hcadquartcrs; participation in the

armed resistance in 1945-1948; member-
ship of Birut¢ Territorial Unit of Tauras

Military District; duties of a liaison officer
of the hcadquarters of Tauras Military District; carrying out of
the tasks assigncd by Antanas Balcasis, Commander of Tauras
Military District; authorisation to maintain communication
among other military districts and negotiate on centralisation
matters; official commendation and gratituclc for daring fulfil-
ment of tasks.

Convictions: bctrayal in 1948 and sentencing, following interroga-
tion involving torture, to 25 years of forced labour; imprison-
mentin forced labour camps in Norilsk and Kemerovo; partic-
ipation in an uprising ofpolitical prisoners in Norilsk in 1953;
exile in Buryatia ASSR after the imprisonment.

In Lithuania: return to Lithuania in 1968; persistent determina-
tion and hopc to see Lithuania free; courageous singing of the
Lithuanian anthem on memorable occasions; bold spcechcs
during the KGB interviews; annual tribute to partisan graves;
participationin the protest rally atthe monument to Mickevici-
uson 23 August 1987. Chairman of the Presidium of the Move-
ment for the Strugglc for Freedom of Lithuania in 1998-2017.

Legal status: rccogniscd asamilitary volunteerin 1998.

State decorations: Cross of Commander of the Order of the Cross
of Vytis (1998), Medal of the Independence of Lithuania (2000),
Medal of Founding Volunteers of the Lithuanian Army (2001).
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Juozas JAKAVONIS

Gimé: 1925 m. licpos 10d.

Gimimo vieta: Kasciainy k., Merkinés vls¢.,,
Alytaus apsker.

Iésilavinimas: Trasninko pradiios mokyk-
la, Rodukos vakariné mokykla.

Slapyvardis: Tigras.

Ginkluotasis  pasiprie$inimas:  1944—

1946 m. ginkluotojo pasipricsinimo
dalyvis. Dainavos apygardos Merkio
rinkcinés ryéininkas ir partizanas.
1945 m. pavasarj su grupe partizany
antra karea prisaikdintas partizany
vado Adolfo Ramanausko-Vanago. Tévy sodyboje iskastoje
sléptuvéjc—bunkcryjc slapstési partizany vadai Juozas Vit
kus-Kazimicraitis ir Adolfas Ramanauskas-Vanagas. Bunke-
ryje buvo jrengta spaustuvéié, spausdinami stabo dokumentai,
pogrindiné spauda. 1946 m. gruodzio 8 d. NKVD suimtas su

partizany atsisaukimais.

Nuteistas: Varé¢nosir Vilniaus KGB kalc’jimuosc tardomas neisdave

ginklo draugu. Nuteistas 10 m. lagerio ir S m. tremties bausme.
1947-1953 m. kalintas Kolymos ir Magadano lageriuose, 1953-
1959 m. itremtas j Krasnojarsko krasta, Tanzibéjaus gyvenvie-
te. Cia sukare Seima.

Lietuvoje: 1959 m. grjzo j Lictuva. Negalédamas prisiregistruoti ir

dirbti Lictuvoje, 2 metus 50 km. vazinéjo j darba Baltarusijoje.
Atkarus Nepriklausomybe, 1997 m. Kasciany kaime atstacé
partizany vadaviete. Parasé atsiminimy knygq ,Salia mirties*
(Kaunas, 2005). Daugelio TV laidy, dokumentiniy filmy, edu-
kaciniy projektq apie ginkluota,jj pasipriesinima dalyvis.

Kario savanorio teisinis statusas pripaiintas 1998 m.
Valstybés apdovanojimai: Vycio Kryziaus ordino Komandoro kry-

zius (1998), Kariuomenés kiréjy savanoriy medalis (2000).

Nuotr. aut. / Photo by Alfredas Pliadis

Date of birth: 10 July 1925

Place of birth: Kascitinai villagc, Merkiné
parish, Alytus county

Education: primary school in Trasninkas,
evening school in Roduka

Code name: Tigras (Tiger)

Armed resistance: participation in the armed
resistance in 1944-1946; acting as a com-
munication agent and partisan of Mcrkys
Territorial Unit of Dainava Military Dis-
trict; rcpeatcd swcaring in, togcthcr with a
group of partisans, by the Commander Ra-
manauskas codenamed Vanagas (Hawk) in the spring of 1945.
Partisan commanders Ramanauskas and Vitkus codenamed
Kazimieraitis were hiding in the homestead of Jakavonis’ parents,
in a bunker cquippcd for printing hcadquarter documents and
underground press. Jakavonis was arrested by the NKVD on 8
December 1946.

Convictions: sentencing to 10 years of imprisonment and 5 years of

exile after interrogations in the KGB prisons in Varéna and Vil-
nius, involving vain atcempts of the intcrrogators to make him
bctray his friends-in-arms; imprisonmcnt in forced labour camps
in Kolyma and Magadan in 1947-1953; exile in Tanzybcy set-
tlement, Krasnoyarsk Krai, in 1953-1959; marriage during the
latter pcriod.

In Lithuania: return to Lithuania in 1959; two—ycar—long cmploy—

ment in Belarus 50 km away, due to the ban to register and work
in Lithuania; involvement in the restoration of the partisan com-
mand headquarters in Kas¢ianai vi”agc in 1997 fo“owing the
re-establishment of the indcpcndcnt Lithuania; publication of
memoirs Beside Death (2005); contribution to numerous TV
programmes, documentaries and educational projects on the
armed resistance.

Legal status: recogniscd as a military volunteer in 1998.
State decorations: Cross of Commander of the Order of the Cross of

Vytis (1998), Medal of Founding Volunteers of the Lithuanian
Army (2000).



Bronislovas JUOSPAITIS

Gimé: 1925 m. gruodzio 5 d.

Gimimo vieta: Rimaisy k., Ramygalosvlsc.,
Panevézio apskr.

Issilavinimas: Ramygalos gimnazija (5 sky-
riai).

Slapyvardis: Dircktorius.

1944~

1951 m. gink]uotojo pasipriesinimo

Ginkluotasis  pasipriesinimas:
dalyvis. Vycio apygardos Kristaponio
rinktinés Stasio Eitminavic¢iaus-Ru-
1948

1951 m. vadovavo Vétros buriui.

pﬁiéno bario partizanas.

1951 m. kovo 14 d. masyje sunkiai suzeistas ir MGB numestas
Ramygalos aikétéjc kartu suzuvusiais bcndraiygiais. Po nakties
pastcbéjus, kad yragyvas, buvo operuotas Panevézio ligoninéjc.
Véliau kalintas Lukiskiy kal¢jime.

Nuteistas: 1952 m. karinio tribunolo nuteistas 25 m. lagcrio ir5Sm.
tremties bausme. Kalintas Norilsko, Taiseto, Mordovijos lagc-
riuose. Susvelninus bausme, paleistas i§ Mordovijos lagcrio.

Lietuvoje: 1966 m. grizo j Lictuva — Vadokliy k. Panevézio r. Dir-
bo mclioracijos jmongje, véliau Panevézio autokomprcsoriq
gamyklojc. Atsiminimy fragmcntai publikuoti knygojc Mis-
kiniai: prisiminimy rinktin¢” (Vilnius, 2002).

Kario savanorio teisinis statusas pripaiintas 1998 m.

Valstybés apdovanojimai: Vycio Kryziaus ordino Komandoro kry-
zius (1998), Kariuomenés kiiréjy savanoriy medalis (2000), Lic-
tuvos nepriklausomybés medalis (2000).

Nuotr. aut. / Photo by Monika Mykolaityté

Date of birth: 5 December 1925

Place of birth: Rimaisai villagc, Ramygala

parish, Pancvéiys county

Education: Ramygala Gymnasium (primary

education)

Code name: Dircktorius (Director)

Armed resistance: member of the armed

resistance in 1944-1951; member of the

Eitminavicius-Rupazénas Platoon of Krista-

pavicius Territorial Unit, Vytis Military

District; Commander of Vétra Platoon in

1948-1951; subscqucnt to serious injury in
battle on 14 March 1951 and a night with the dead bodies of his
friends-in-arms dumpcd in the city square in Ramygala by the
MGB, Juospaitis underwent a surgery in Panevézys and was im-
prisoned in Lukiskés prison.

Convictions: Convicted by the Military Tribunal in 1952 for 25
years of forced labour and 5 years oFimprisonmcnt, Juospaitis
served the sentence in the forced labour camps in Norilsk, Tay-
shet, and Mordovia, and was released subjcct to commutation
of the penalty.

In Lithuania: Juospaitis returned to Lithuania in 1966 to sctle in Va-
dokliai villagc in Panevéiys county; found cmploymcnt inaland
drainagc company in Vadokliai vi]lagc, Pancvéiys district; and
moved on to work at a compressor plant in Panevézys. Extracts
from his memoirs were published in The Forest Men: Collec-
tion of Memories (2002).

Legal status: recognised as a military volunteer in 1998.

State decorations: Cross of Commander of the Order of the Cross
of Vytis (1998), Lithuanian National Defence Volunteer Forces
Medal for Outstanding Volunteer Service (2000), Lichuanian
Independence Medal (2000).

21



Jonas KADZIONIS

Gimé: 1928 m. sausio 29 d.

Gimimo vieta: Piktagalio k., Kavarsko
vls¢., Ukmergés apskr.

Issilavinimas: Picnioniy pradzios mokykla
(Anykséiyr).

Slapyvardis: Beda.

Ginkluotasis pasiprieinimas: | ginkluo»
taji pasipriesinima jsitrauké istrémus
artimuosius. 1948-1953 m. ginkluoto- |
jo pasipricéinimo dalyvis. Aigimanto -
apygardos Sariino rinktinés Butigci—
dzio kuopos Tigro bario partizanas. |
pogrindi pasitrauké 1948 m., j Sibira i$crémus tévus ir sickda-
mas iSvengti tarnybos sovicty kariuomengéje. 1948-1949 m.
buvo Lietuvos Laisvés Kovos sajudzio narys. 1949 m. paskirtas
Butigeidiio kuopos vadu. Laisvés kovy metais sukiiré seima.
1949-1953 m. kartu su zmona partizane Malvina Gedzitinai-
te-KadZioniene-Sesute slapstési Kavarsko, Dabuziu, Traupio
miskuose.

Nuteistas: 1953 m. geguzés 22 d. apgaule jviliotas j pasala prie Put-
riskiy kaimo (Anyksciy r) ir agenty smogiky suimtas. 1953 m.
rugsc¢jo 12 d. kartu su Zzmona soviety valdzios nuteistas 25 m.
kalétiir S m. cremtics bausme. Iskaléjo visa 25 m. bausmés laika
Omsko, [rkutsko Mordovijos, Permes iageriuose.

Lietuvoje: 1978 m. grjzo j Lictuva. Kartu su zmona apsigyveno Pa-
juryje (Siiaiés r.), dirbo bainyéios Vaiytoju. Aktyviai daiyvavo
platinant Lictuvos Kataliky Bazny¢ios Kronika. 1983 m. i§ Lie-
tuvos ivarytas, gyveno ir dirbo Karaliauciaus krasce. | Lictuva
sugrizo 1989 m.

Atsiminimy fragmentai publikuoti knygose ,,Miskiniai: prisimi-
nimy rinktin¢” (Vilnius, 2002) ir ,,Aukﬁtaitijos partizany pri-
siminimai® (Vilnius, 2009). Atkurtos Algimanto apygardos
partizany vadas.

Kario savanorio teisinis statusas pripaiintas 1998 m.

Valstybés apdovanojimai: Vy¢io Kryziaus ordino Komandoro kry-
zius (1998), Kariuomenés kiiréjy savanoriy medalis (2000), Lic-
tuvos nepriklausomybés medalis (2000).
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Nuotr. aut. / Photo by Monika Mykolaityté

Date of birth: 29 January 1928

Place of birth: Piktagaiis viiiagc, Kavarskas

parish, Ukmcrgé county

Education: Picnionys Primary School (now

Anyks¢iai District)

Code name: Béda (Trouble)

Armed resistance: member of the armed re-

sistance in 1948-1953 subscqucnt to dcpor—

tation of his relatives; member of the Tigras

';., Platoon of Butigcidis Company, Sariinas

Territorial Uni, Algimantas Military Dis-

trict; member of the underground starting
from 1948, on account of dcportation of his parents to Siberia
and avoidance of miiitary service in the Soviet army; member
of the Lithuanian Milicary Movement for the Struggic for
Freedom of Lithuania in 1948-1949; Company Commander
since 1949. Married at the time of resistance ﬁghts, in 1949—
1953 Kadzionis went into hiding in the forests of Kavarskas,
Dabuziai and Traupis togcthcr with his wife, partisan Malvina
Gedzitnaité-Kadzioniené.

Convictions: On 22 May 1953, Kadzionis was arrested in an am-
bush, and on 12 Septcmbcr 1953 he was sentenced to 25 years
ofimprisonmcnt and 5 years ofdeportation. He served the full
sentence in the campsin Omsk, Irkutsk, Mordovia, and Perm.

In Lithuania: KadZionis returned to Lithuaniain 1978 . He worked
as a church cleaner, activciy participated in the distribution of
the Chronicle o/ ‘the Catholic Church in Lithuania, was expelled
from Lithuania in 1983, lived and worked in the Kaliningrad
Region, and returned to Lithuania in 1989. Excerpts from his
memoirs were publishcd in The Forest Men: Collection (1f Memo-
ries (2002); and Memories of the Partisans from the Aukstaitija Region
(2009). He also served as the Commander of the partisans in the
restored Algimantas county.

Legal status: recogniscd as a military volunteer in 1998.

State decorations: Cross of Commander of the Order of the Cross
of Vytis (1998), Lithuanian National Defence Volunteer Forces
Medal for Outstanding Volunteer Service (2000), Lithuanian
Independence Medal (2000).



Juozas MOCIUS

Gimé: 1924 m. birzelio 29 d.

Gimimo vieta: Dapkiiny k., Meskuiciy
vise,, Siauiiq apskr.

Issilavinimas: Siauliq vaistybiné berniuky
gimnazija.

Slapyvardis: Kabaila, Alfas, Svicdrys, Rai-
nys.

Ginkluotasis pasiprie$inimas: 1944 m.
vasario mén. jstojo j Vieting rinkting.
Nuo 1944 m. bendradarbiavo su po-
grindiiu, platino partizanq spaudq,
buvo partizany rysininkas. 1945-
1947 m. ginkluotojo pasipriesinimo daiyvis. Kestucio apygar-
dos Lydiio rinktinés partizanas, dirbo rinktinés stabe. Spaus—
dino pogrindzio laikrastj ,Laisvés varpas”. 1947 m. sausio 18 d.
isduotasir 11 mén. kalintas Tauragés KGB kal¢jime.

Nuteistas: 1947 m. gruodiio 6 d. nuteistas mirties bausme, taciau
bausmé pakeista j 25 m. lagerio. Bausmg atliko Komijos ASSR
Intos lagcriuosc, dirbo anglics kasyklosc.

Lietuvoje: 1977 m. grizo i Lictuva. Atsiminimy fragmentai publi-
kuoti knygojc ,,Aukﬁtaitijos partizany prisiminimai” (Vilnius,
2006).

Kario savanorio teisinis statusas pripaiintas 1998 m.

Valstybés apdovanojimai: Lietuvos ncpriklausomybés medalis
(2000), Kariuomenés karéjy savanoriy medalis (2001), Vycio
Kryziaus ordino Riterio kryzius (2003).

Fotografas nenurodytas (Unknown photographer)

Date of birth: 29 June 1924

Place of birth: Dapkﬁnai village, Meskuicai

parish, Siauliai county

Education: Siauliai state gymnasium for boys

Code names: Kabaila, Alfas, Svicdrys, Rainys

Armed resistance: Mocius joined the Local

Territorial Unit in February 1944; coope-

rated with the underground movement

starting from 1944 in the form of dissemi-
nation of the underground press; served as

a communication agent; participatcd in the

armed opposition from 1945 to 1947; served
at the hcadquartcrs as member of the Lydys Territorial Unit of
Kestutis Military District; published the underground newspa-
per, entitled the Bell of Freedom:; was betrayed on 18 January
1947 and detained at the KGB prison in Taurage for 11 months.

Convictions: Mocius death sentence issued on 6 December 1947 was
commuted to 25 years of forced labour. He served the sentence
in forced labour camps in Inta, Komi ASSR, by working in the
coal mines.

In Lithuania: Mocius returned to Lithuania in 1977. Excerpts from
his memoirs were pubiishcd in Memories of the Partisans
from the Aukstaitija Region (2009).

Legal status: recognised as a military volunteer in 1998.

State decorations: Lithuanian Indcpendcncc Medal (2000), Lithua-
nian National Defence Volunteer Forces Medal for Outstanding
Volunteer Service (2001), Cross of the Knight of the Order of
the Cross of Vytis (1998).
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LLXS UZglienio Delegatros Fimmininks, kuris skaitomas LLES Tery-
bog Prezidlume ‘imininke Paveduntojn.

19. LLE® UZsienio Delegatiros narial laikoml lygieteislals 1LE:
Tarybos narials.

13. S1al Deklaracijal vykdyti nuostatus leidZia LLKS Taryba.

14. Lietuvos valstybés atstatymas, 11gi Seimo bus priimta ir

Prisikélimo apygardos teritorijoje
1949 m. vasario 10-20 d. jvykusiame
Lictuvos partizany vady suvaziavime

priimtas politinis manifestas —
Lietuvos Laisvés Kovos SajudZio
Tarybos Deklaracija, kurig Lietuvos
Respublikos Seimas 1999 m. sausio
12 d. jstatymu pripazino Lietuvos
Respublikos teisés aktu.
Deklaracija liudija Lictuvos
valstybeés testinumg okupacijos
salygomis ir skelbia ,Lietuvos
valstybés atstatymo vykdyma pagal
Deklaracijos nuostatus ir 1922 m.
Lietuvos Konstitucijos dvasia®.
Meénaidiy k., Grinkigkio vls¢.,
Radviliskio aps. (dabar -

Minaitiy k., Grinkiskio sen.,
Radviliskio r.), 1949 m. vasario 16 d.
(Lietuvos ypatingasis archyvas)



Having taken place in Prisikelimas
Military District on 10-20 February
1949, the congress of Lithuanian
partisan commanders adopted a political
manifesto in the form of the Declaration
of the Council of the Movement of

the Struggle for Freedom of Lithuania,
which was approved as a legal act by

the Law of the Seimas of the Republic
of Lithuania of 12 January 1999

The Declaration provides that the state
of Lithuania continues to exist under
the conditions of the occupation and
that ‘the restoration of the State of
Lithuania shall be implemented in
accordance with the provisions declared
by this Declaration and in the spirit of
the 1922 Constitution of Lithuania.
Meénaiciai village, Grinkiskis parish,
Radviliskis county (now Minai¢iai
Village, Grinkiskis Neighbourhood,
Radpviligkis District), 16 February

1949. (Lithuanian Special Archives)
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2017 METU LAISVES PREMIJOS LAUREATE —
LIETUVOS LAISVES GYNEJA,

POLITINE KALINE, POGRINDINES
SPAUDOS PLATINTOJA IR ,LIETUVOS
KATALIKU BAZNYCIOS KRONIKOS*
BENDRADARBE, VIENUOLE

NIJOLE SADUNAITE

»Buvau tiesos puséje s[ogz'ais sovietmecio okupﬂcz'jos
metais, ir dabar stenginosi laisvoje Lietuvoje islikti
tiesos puséje. Sickdama tiesos ir teisingumo — taip
kovoju uz Laisvg: laisve nuo melo, nuo baimés, nuo
kitaminciy persekiojimo, nuo prisitaikéliskumo ir
veidmainystés.

I¢ Nijolés Sadinaités kalbos iskilmingoje
Laisvés premijos jteikimo ceremonijoje.
Lietuvos Respublikos Seimas, 2018 m. sausio 13 d.

Nijol¢ SADUNAITE gimé 1938 m. liepos 22 d.
Kaune, Jono Sadiino ir Veronikos Sadiinienés (Rim-
kutés) Seimoje. Antrojo pasaulinio karo metus Sa-
diny $eima praleido Dotnuvoje, kur Zemés akio
akademijoje dirbo Jonas Sadanas. Antrosios soviety
okupacijos metais Sadiiny Seima buvo priversta slaps-
tytis TelSiuose, nes buvo patekusi j Sibirg tremiamy
asmeny saraSus. TelSiuose juos priglaudé kankinys
vyskupas Vincentas Borisevi¢ius. Véliau slapstydamasi
Seima jsikaré Anyksciuose. Nijolés Sadanaités $eimo-
je buvo gyvos katalikisko gyvenimo vertybés, tikéjimo
ir aukojimosi kitiems dvasia, vaiky auklé¢jimas grjstas
ne tik Zodziu, bet pirmiausia gyvu tévy pavyzdziu.
Sios vaikystéje ir jaunystéje jskiepytos kriki¢ioniskos
vertybés Iémé ir svarbiausius Nijolés Sadnaités gyve-
nimo pasirinkimus, tvirta tik¢jimo liudijima, leidusj
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SISTER NIJOLE SADUNAITE WINNER OF
THE FREEDOM PRIZE 2017, A DEFENDER OF
FREEDOM AND HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST,
FORMER POLITICAL PRISONER, AND
CO-AUTHOR OF THE UNDERGROUND
CHRONICLE OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
IN LITHUANIA

I always was on the side of the truth during the
oppressive years of the Soviet occupation, and I always
try to stay on the side of the truth in the free Lithuania
as well. Striving for the truth and justice, I thus fight for
freedom — freedom from deceit, fear, persecution of the

otherwise minded, conformism and hypocrisy.”

From the speech by Nijolé Sadinaité delivered at the

Freedom Prize award ceremony.
Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, 13 January 2018

Nijolé SADUNAITE was born into the family of
Jonas Sadiinas and Veronika Sadiiniené (née Rimkuté)
in Kaunas on 22 July 1938. The Sadunai family spent
the Second World War years in Dotnuva where Jonas
Sadiinas worked at the Agricultural Academy. During
the second Soviet occupation, the family was forced to
go into hiding in TelSiai because it was put on the list
of potential deportees to Siberia. In Tel$iai, the family
was accommodated by the martyr Bishop Vincentas
Borisevicius. Later the family secretly moved to Any-
k3¢iai. Sadiinaité’s family cultivated the Catholic values
and lived in the spirit of faith and self-sacrificing ser-
vice to others. Parenting was based, above all, on the
behavioural example of parents rather than words. The
Christian values inculcated in childhood and youth
shaped Nijolé Sadanaité’s most important choices in



Nijol¢ Sadunaite. Fotografé DZoja Gunda Barysaité  Nijolé Sadunaité. Photo by DZoja Gunda Barysaité
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka) — (Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)




stoti j nelygia kova su totalitariniu Soviety Sajungos
rezimu.

Energinga, gyvo budo, sporta mégusi Nijolé Sa-
danait¢ mokési Anyks$¢iy Jono Bilitno vidurinéje
mokykloje. Mokslus baigé 1955 m. Po mety jstojo j
Sv¢. Nekaltai Pradétosios Mergelés Marijos tarnaidiy
kongregacija Panevézyje. Amzinuosius jzadus davé
1963 m. Persikélusi j Vilniy, mokesi medicinos sesery
kursuose, dirbo Vilniaus kadikiy namuose sekretore
masininke, skalb¢ja, gaisrininke, slauge Vilniaus naslai-
¢iy namy globotinius.

Pirmg karta | KGB persckiojamuyjy sarasus sesuo
Nijol¢ Sadunaité pateko 1970 m., kai Molétuose uz
vaiky katekizacija buvo teisiamas kunigas jézuitas An-
tanas Setkevidius. Sesuo Nijolé surado jam advokata,
pati dalyvavo teismo posédziuose. Vykdydama sesery
vienuoliy kongregacijos misija, taip pat dalyvavo Sve-
dasy parapijos vaiky katekizacijoje, globojo i§ tremties
i Svédasus grjzusj kuniga Petra Rauda — Nijolés mamos
dvasios téva ir ateitininky vadova gimnazijoje. Nuo to
laiko iki pat Nepriklausomybés atkiirimo jg nuolat seké
du ar trys saugumiediai.

1974 m. Nijol¢ Sadanaité prad¢jo dauginti ir platin-
ti ,Lietuvos Kataliky Bazny¢ios Kronika“ — Zymiausig
sovietmediu leista pogrindinj Zurnala, fiksavusj soviety
valdZios pazeidimus tikindiyjy teisiy ir laisviy srityje.
Vienas i§ aktyviyju Lietuvos kunigy Juozas Zdebskis,
kviesdamas Nijole Sadunait¢ prisidéti prie Kronikos
leidybos, perspéjo, kad ,vienintelis atlygis uz $j darba
bus kal¢jimas®.

Kronikos dauginimo ir platinimo darbai prilygo tri-
lerio siuzetui — teko veikti konspiracijoje Kybartuose,
Vilkaviskyje, Vilniuje, vengti KGB pinkliy, ja sekan-
¢iy agenty, saugotis telefono pasiklausymy, jskundéjy.
1974 m. rugpjacio 27 d. Nijol¢ Sadanaité buvo suimta
ir areStuota savo bute Vilniaus Lazdyny mikrorajone,
spausdinant 11-ajj ,,Lietuvos Kataliky Bazny¢ios Kro-
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life and led to strong profession of faith enabling her to
put up an unequal fight against the totalitarian regime
in the Soviet Union.

The energetic, vibrant and sporty Nijol¢ Sadunaite
studied in Jonas Bilianas Secondary School in Anyks¢i-
ai graduating in 1955. A year later she joined the Sisters
of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary in Panevézys, taking her final vows in 1963. After
moving to Vilnius, she trained as a medical nurse and
worked as a typist secretary in Vilnius Baby Orphan-
age, a laundress and a firewoman, and a children’s nurse
in Vilnius Orphanage.

For the first time Sister Nijol¢ Sadanaité was put
on the KGB list of persecuted people in 1970, when,
in Molétai, Jesuit Father Antanas Seskevitius was
standing trial for catechising children. Sister Nijolé
found a lawyer for him and attended court hearings. As
part of her mission in the congregation of sisters, she
also participated in catechising children in the parish
of Anyks¢iai and also cared for Father Petras Rauda on
his return to Svédasai from exile. Father Petras Rauda
had formerly served as a spiritual leader of Sadanaite’s
mother and of members of the Lithuanian Catho-
lic Federation Ateitis from Birzai High School. From
that time to the restoration of the independent state of
Lithuania, Sister Nijol¢ Sadanaité was under constant
watch by two or three KGB agents.

In 1974, Sister Nijolé Sadinaité started reproducing
and distributing the Chronicle of the Catholic Church
in Lithuania, the most well-known anti-Soviet under-
ground periodical documenting violations of rights
and freedoms of believers by the Soviet authorities.
When inviting Nijol¢ Sadtinaité to contribute to the
publication of the Chronicle, Father Juozas Zdebskis,
one of the most active priests in Lithuania, warned that
“imprisonment is going to be the only remuneration
for this work.”



Disidenté Nijolé Sadinaite kalba susirinkusiems pirmojo vieSo
nesankcionuoto antisovietinio mitingo dalyviams, susirinkusiems
prie Adomo Mickeviciaus paminklo. Vilnius, 1987 m. rugpjacio
23 d. Fotografas nenurodytas (Okupacijy ir laisvés kovy muziejus)

nikos“ numerj. Beveik desimt ménesiy Vilniaus KGB
kalé¢jimo kamerose ir pozemiuose truko kalinimas ir
pazeminimas, bandymai sugniuzdyti ir palauzti. Sios
nezmoniskos salygos nejveiké jos. Nijolés tvirtas tikéji-
mas ir humoro jausmas varé j neviltj ir sumisima KGB
kalé¢jimo budelius, kuriuos ji pati $maiks¢iai vadino
~vargdieniais®.

Dissident Nijolé Sadiinaité addressing the participants of the
first public unsanctioned anti-Soviet rally at the monument
to Adomas Mickevi¢ius. Vilnius, 23 August 1987. Unknown
photographer (Museum of Occupations and Freedom Fights)

The reproduction and dissemination of the Chroni-
cle reminded of a thriller as Sister Nijolé¢ Sadanaite had
to operate in the underground in Kybartai, Vilkaviskis
and Vilnius, avoid the trap of the KGB, escape the
KGB’s watching agents, and keep caution of informers
and telephone eavesdropping. On 27 August 1974,

Sister Nijolé Sadunaité was arrested in her apartment
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Sovietinio teismo nuteista trejiems metams sun-
kiyjy darby kalé¢jime Mordovijoje ir trejiems metams
Sibiro tremties Boguciany kaime Krasnojarsko srityje,
1975 m. birzelio 17 d. teisme ji pasake savo baigiamaja
kalba, persmelkta krik$¢ioniskos dvasios, atlaidumo,
kartu ir griezto istorinio teisingumo savo tautai reika-
lavimo. Si kalba platiai pasklido Vakary ziniasklaidoje,
o pasak politinio kalinio Vytauto Skuodzio, ,Nijoles
paskutinis zodis teisme visame pasaulyje sukeélé nuos-
taba ir susizavéjima jos asmenybe.

Kalinimo metai jos taip pat nesugniuzdé, atvirks-
¢iai — liudijo dvasios tvirtybe: kal¢jime Nijolé gyné
kaliniy teises, dvasiskai ir materialiai rémé kameros
drauges, net visai nepazjstamus likimo brolius ir sese-
ris. Badama tremtyje Sibire, Nijolé tapo zinoma visame
pasaulyje, takstandiai laisky i$ viso pasaulio su maldos,
palaikymo, paramos Zodziais, seserj Nijole palaikanciy
asmeny fotografijomis plado j maza Bogudiany kaimo,
i kurj buvo iStremta Nijole¢ Sadinaité, pasto skyriy.
Nicko nepalikdama sau, sesuo Nijolé $iuos siuntinius
iSsiysdavo kalintiems ir itremtiems politiniams kali-
niams, savo laiSkais guosdama ir stiprindama jy dvasia.

Pasibaigus tremties laikui, 1980 m. liepos mén.
Nijol¢ Sadunaité grjzo j Lietuvy ir vél jsitraukeé j po-
grindine veikla. Tes¢ ,Lietuvos Kataliky Baznycios
Kronikos® ir kitos pogrindinés spaudos platinima,
vezé leidinius | Maskva, i$ kur Rusijos disidenty déka
jie pasickdavo Vakary pasaulj. Beveik penkerius metus
(1982-1987 m.) Nijol¢ Sadunaité veiké pogrindyje,
slapstydamasi Lietuvoje, Rusijoje. Tuo metu laisvajame
pasaulyje buvo i8leistos dvi jos atsiminimy knygos, liu-
dijusios asmening patirto KGB teroro istorija.

Komunistinio rezimo zlugimo metais (1987-
1989 m.) dar karta iSryskéjo reik$mingas sesers Nijolés
vaidmuo Lietuvos istorijoje. Neabejotinas Nijolés Sa-
danaités nuopelnas demokratijos bei Zmoniy teiséms
ir laisvéms buvo jsitraukimas j 1987 m. rugpjucio 23 d.
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located in Lazdynai residential district in Vilnius when
printing the eleventh issue of the Chronicle of the Cath-
olic Church in Lithuania. Imprisonment and humilia-
tion as well as attempts to frustrate and break her down
lasted in the KGB prison basement cells in Vilnius for
almost ten months. The inhumane conditions did not
crush her. Sister Nijol¢’s strong faith and humour used
to bring despair and confusion to the KGB henchmen,
whom she wittily called ‘the miserable’.

On 17 June 1975, sentenced to three years of impris-
onment in the forced labour camp in Mordovia and to
three years of Siberian exile in Boguchany village, Kras-
noyarsk Krai, by the Soviet court, she made her final
court statement informed by Christian spirit and for-
giveness as well as firm demand for historical justice in re-
spect of her nation. This speech spread widely across the
Western media. Political prisoner Vytautas Skuodis said
that “Nijolé’s final speech in court caused surprise at and
admiration for her personality throughout the world.”

Imprisonment did not crush her, but, quite on the
contrary, proved the fortitude of her spirit. While in
prison, Sister Nijolé¢ defended the rights of prisoners and
morally and materially supported her cell mates as well as
many other brothers and sisters of fate. During her Sibe-
rian exile, she became known throughout the world, and
thousands of letters from all over the world with prayers,
expressions of support and encouragement, and photo-
graphs of people supporting Sister Nijolé flooded in to
the post office in Boguchany village, the place of her exile.

In July 1980, after her term in exile was over, Sister
Nijolé¢ Sadinaité returned to Lithuania and engaged
in the underground activities again. She continued
disseminating the Chronicle of the Catholic Church in
Lithuania and transporting the publications to Mos-
cow, where Russian dissidents helped to pass them on
to the Western world. For almost five years from 1982
to 1987, Sister Nijol¢ Sadanaité operated in the under-



Popiezius Jonas Paulius II laimina Vilniaus arkikatedroje
bazilikoje susirinkusius tikin¢iuosius. Sesuo Nijol¢ Sadunaité
stovi pirma i§ kairés. Vilnius, 1993 m. rugséjo mén. Fotografas
nenurodytas (Nijolés Sadiinaités asmeninis archyvas)

pirmojo soviety valdzios nesankcionuoto mitingo prie
Adomo Mickevi¢iaus paminklo Vilniuje organizavi-
m3. Suprasdama galimy bausmiy pavojy ir norédama
apsaugoti Seimas turin¢ius mitingo organizatorius, mi-
tinge pirmoji prabilo Nijolé¢ Sadtinaité:

»Mylimi Broliai ir Seserys! Mes susirinkome ¢ia
paminéti gedulo dienos, kai du banditai — Stalinas ir

T —

Pope John Paul II blessing believers in Vilnius Arch-Cathedral
Basilica. Sister Nijol¢ Sadiinaité standing first on the left. Vilnius,
September 1993. Unknown photographer (Nijolé Sadinaité’s
personal archive)

ground hiding in Lithuania and Russia. At that time,
two books of her memoirs disclosing her personal expe-
rience of the KGB terror were issued in the free world.

The significant role played by Sister Nijolé in the
Lithuanian history became evident during the collapse
of the Communist regime (1987-1989). She clearly

contributed to promotion of democracy and human
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Hitleris — susitaré pasidalyti Europa. Tos nusikalsta-
mos sutarties pasckmés yra iki $iol tebesitgsianti masy
Teévynés okupacija, genocidas, tikéjimo ir kultaros per-
sekiojimas...” Savo kalba sesuo Nijole uzbaigé raginimu
sugiedoti ,, Tautiska giesme®. Jos bendrazygiai pagrjstai
teigia, kad Nijolés kalba i$gelb¢jo mitinga.

Sovietinés valdzios reakcija buvo zaibiska - seke
grasinimai susidoroti ir grasinantys pokalbiai prokura-
taroje ir KGB riisiuose, paskirtas namy arestas, pasipy-
lée $meizto banga to meto dienrastyje , Tiesa®, galiausiai
1988 m. vasario mén. prie Adomo Mickevi¢iaus pa-
minklo Nijolé Sadtnaité buvo uZzpulta ir sumusta ne-
zinomy uzpuoliky.

Sig grasinimy ir susidorojimy laving pristabdé tarp-
tautinés bendruomenés pozicija. JAV Valstybés depar-
tamento pozicija zmogaus teisiy gynimo klausimais
Soviety Sajungoje, JAV Kongreso nariy palaikymo
kreipimaisi reik$mingai pakoregavo 1988 m. geguzés
pabaigoje—birzelio mén. pradzioje vykusio Jungtiniy
Amerikos Valstijy Prezidento Ronaldo Reigano vizito
Soviety Sajungoje programa. 1988 m. geguzes 30d.,
likus vos kelioms dienoms iki Lietuvos Persitvarkymo
Sajudzio susikarimo, Nijol¢ Sadanaité kartu su An-
tanu Terlecku dalyvavo Soviety Sajungos disidenty ir
zmogaus teisiy gynéjy susitikime su Jungtiniy Ame-
rikos Valstijy Prezidentu Ronaldu Reiganu Spaso ra-
muose — JAV ambasadoje Maskvoje.

Nors ir nejstojusi j Lietuvos laisves lyga, sesuo Nijo-
le Sadunaité akeyviai dalyvavo jos organizuotose pro-
testo akcijose, 1988 m. bado streike Katedros aikstéje,
reikalaujant paleisti tuo metu dar Sibiro platybése ka-
lintus politinius kalinius i§ Lietuvos. Pra¢jus metams
po garsiojo 1987 m. mitingo, 1988 m. rugpjucio 23 d.
Lietuvos Persitvarkymo Sajudzio pakviesti Vilniaus
Vingio parke susirinko keli $imtai takstan¢iy dalyviy.
Per vienus metus, anot kunigo Roberto Grigo, ,jvyko
geometriné progresija nuo keliy $imty ,ckstremisty®
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rights and freedoms by engaging in the organisation of
the first rally unauthorised by the Soviet authorities at
the monument to Adomas Mickevicius in Vilnius on
23 August 1987. Being aware of the risk of punishment
and aiming to protect rally organisers with families,
Sister Nijolé Sadunaité was the first to address the peo-
ple: “Beloved Brothers and Sisters! We have gathered
here to commemorate the day of mourning when the
two thugs — Stalin and Hitler— agreed to divide Eu-
rope. This criminal agreement is still in force providing
for the continuing occupation of our Homeland, geno-
cide, religious and cultural persecution...” She finished
her speech inviting the protesters to sing the National
Song. Her fellow rally organisers rightly argue that Sis-
ter Nijol¢’s speech saved the rally.

The Soviet authorities reacted in a split second.
Threats of repression, intimidations at the Prosecutor’s
Office and the KGB’s cells, house arrest, and a wave of
defamation in the then daily Z7esa (Truth) were quick
to follow. Finally, Nijol¢ Sadunaité was attacked and
beaten up by unidentified people at the monument to
Adomas Mickevi¢ius in February 1988.

The avalanche of threats and repression was checked
by the international community. The position of the
US Department of State on human rights issues in the
Soviet Union and appeals of the US Congress to US
President Ronald Reagan significantly changed the
agenda of his visit to the Soviet Union at the end of
May and the beginning of June 1988. On 30 May 1988,
just a few days before the emergence of the Lithuanian
reform movement Sgjidis, Sister Nijolé Sadunaite,
together with Antanas Terleckas, participated in the
meeting of dissidents and human rights activists of the
Soviet Union with US President Ronald Reagan in
Spaso House, US Embassy in Moscow.

Though never a member of the Lithuanian Free-
dom League, Sister Nijol¢ Sadunaité was actively in-



Laisvés premijy komisijos pirmininké Radvilé Morkiinaite-
Mikulénieng, 2017 m. Laisvés premijos laureaté Nijolé Sadinaite
ir Seimo Pirmininkas Viktoras Pranckietis.

Vilnius, 2018 m. sausio 13 d. Forografé Dzoja Gunda Barysaité
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka)

prie Adomo Mickevi¢iaus paminklo iki keliy $imty
titkstandiy mitingo dalyviy Vingio parke®. Sio tautos
virsmo nuopelnai, be daugelio kity politiniy kaliniy
aukos, neabejotinai priklauso ir Nijolei Sadanaitei.
1988 m. lapkri¢io mén. Nijolé Sadanaité buvo pri-
imta j Lietuvos Helsinkio grupe, o 1989 m. tapo viena
i$ Lietuvos katalikisko motery sambirio ,,Caritas“ ka-

Radvilé Morkiinaité-Mikuléniené, Chair of the Freedom Prize
Commission; Nijolé Sadiinaité, winner of the Freedom Prize
2017, and Viktoras Pranckietis, Speaker of the Seimas.
Vilnius, 13 January 2017. Photo by DZoja Gunda Barysaité
(Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)

volved in the protest rallies organised by the League,
including a hunger strike in Cathedral Square in 1988
demanding the release of Lithuanian political prison-
ers who still suffered confinement in the vast swathes
of Siberia. On 23 August 1988, a year after the famous
rally in 1987, several hundred thousand people came
together in Vingis Park in Vilnius to the call of the
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réjy. 1989 m. vasarg ji iSvyko j beveik pusantry mety
kelion¢ po Europg ir Jungtines Amerikos Valstijas, kur
lankési vienuolynuose, katalikiskose mokyklose, JAV
lietuviy bendruomenése. Tuo metu ji ne karta buvo su-
sitikusi ir su popieziumi Jonu Pauliumi II.

Nepriklausomoje Lictuvoje sesuo Nijolé Sadunaité
aktyviai dirbo Vilniaus arkivyskupijos ,,Caritas“ orga-
nizacijoje, rapinosi zmonémis, kuriems reikéjo pagal-
bos, aktyviai reiské savo nuomong politiniais ir visuo-
meniniais Lietuvos klausimais. Jos nei$§senkantis laisvés
zodis iki $iol skamba mokyklose, jvairiuose susitiki-
muose, istorinés atminties puoseléjimo renginiuose.

Sesers Nijolés Saduinaités gyvenimas iki $iol jkvepia
Lietuvos ir pasaulio visuomene. Jos atsiminimy kny-
gos i$verstos | daugelj pasaulio kalby, apie ja sukurti
ir kuriami dokumentiniai filmai. 1990 m. Jungtiniy
Amerikos Valstijy Respublikony partijos Kalifornijos
skyrius ja apdovanojo medaliu uz ilgamete kova uz
zmogaus teises, 1992 m. Nijolei Sadanaitei suteiktas
Teksaso miesto Garbes pilietés vardas. Tais paciais me-
tais Lietuvos Respublikos Auks¢iausiosios Tarybos-At-
kuriamojo Seimo Pirmininko Vytauto Landsbergio
jsaku Nijol¢ Sadunaité apdovanota Sausio 13-osios
atminimo medaliu. 1998 m. Lietuvos Respublikos
Prezidento Valdo Adamkaus jsaku Nijolei Sadanaitei
suteiktas Vy¢io Kryziaus Komandoro didysis kryzius, o
2000 m. — Lietuvos nepriklausomybés medalis.
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Lithuanian reform movement Sajudis. In addition to
many other political prisoners sacrificing themselves,
Nijjol¢ Sadunaité surely contributed to the transforma-
tion of the nation.

Sister Nijolé Sadanaite joined the Lithuanian Hel-
sinki Group in November 1988 and co-founded the
Lithuanian Catholic Women’s Association Caritas
in 1989. In the summer of 1989, she went on nearly
a-year-and-a-half-long journey across Europe and the
United States of America, where she visited convents,
Catholic schools and Lithuanian communities in the
USA. At the same time, she had several meetings with
Pope John Paul II.

In the independent Lithuania, Sister Nijol¢ Sada-
naité engaged in the activities of the organization of
Vilnius Archdiocese Caritas, took care of people in
need, and expressed her opinions on Lithuania’s politi-
cal and societal issues. Her tireless call for freedom still
echoes in schools, various meetings, and at historical
remembrance events.

Sister Nijolé Sadtnaite’s life has been inspiring peo-
ple in Lithuania and throughout the world. Her mem-
oirs have been translated into many languages, and her
life has been turned into several films and documen-
taries. The California Republican Party of the United
States of America awarded her with a medal for her
life-long struggle for human rights in 1990, and the
City of Texas bestowed the title of honorary citizen-
ship on her in 1992. Nijol¢ Saduinaité also received the
Commemorative Medal of 13 January by the decree of
Vytautas Landsbergis, President of the Supreme Coun-
cil-Reconstituent Seimas of the Republic of Lithua-
nia, in 1992, and the Grand Cross of Commander of
the Order of the Cross of Vytis and the Independence
Medal of Lithuania by the decree of Valdas Adamkus,
President of the Republic of Lithuania, in 1998 and
2000, respectively.
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2016 METY LAISVES PREMIJOS LAUREATAS -
VIENAS IS LIBERALIOS KRYPTIES LIETUVIU
ISEIVIJOS VISUOMENINES ORGANIZACIJOS
»SANTARA-SVIESA“ LYDERIU, RESPUBLIKOS
PREZIDENTAS VALDAS ADAMKUS

»Laisvé iskovojama ir apginama, jtvirtinama ir
iprasminama, taliau ji nickad néra baigtiné biisena,
leidzianti atsipalaiduoti ir uZsimirsti. Laisvé yra kaip
budéjimas, sirdyje saugant savo ir savo tautos vertybes,
saugant tautos vienybg ir laisvg. Kaip budéjimas prie
Laisvés lauzy 1991 mety sausi.”

I Prezidento Valdo Adamkaus kalbos iskilmingoje
Laisvés premijos jteikimo ceremonijoje.
Lietuvos Respublikos Seimas, 2017 m. sausio 13 d.

Valdas ADAMKUS gimé¢ 1926 m. lapkri¢io 3 d.
Kaune. Tais metais, kai jauna Lietuvos Respublikos
demokratija pralaiméjo autoritarinio politinio rezimo
$alininkams. Mokesi Jono Jablonskio pradzios mo-
kykloje ir Kauno ,,Ausros“ gimnazijoje. Dar badamas
gimnazistu buvo priverstas i$mokti laisvés pamokas:
Lietuva neteko nepriklausomybés, o $alies Zmonés —
net ir turéty laisviy. 1940-aisiais, Raudonajai armijai
uzémus Kauna, Valdas Adamkus jsitrauke j pasipriesi-
nimo jud¢jima, o artima tuo metu uzsimezgusi drau-
gysté su Prezidento Kazio Griniaus $eima paliko Zyme
priimant tolesnius busimojo prezidento pasirinkimus.
Kazio Griniaus nepalankus pozitris j Zmogaus tei-
siy pazeidimus, diktatoriskus ir radikalius politinius
sprendimus, gebéjimas net mirtino pavojaus aplinky-
bémis nenusiZzeminti ir neatsisakyti savo pazitry tapo
pavyzdziu, kuriuo buvo verta sekti. Kazys Grinius buvo
vienas i§ nedaugelio Lietuvos politinio elito atstovy,
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PRESIDENT VALDAS ADAMKUS, WINNER
OF THE FREEDOM PRIZE 2016, ONE OF THE
LEADERS OF THE SANTARA-SVIESA, THE
LIBERAL CIVIC ORGANIZATION OF THE
LITHUANIAN EXPATRIATE COMMUNITY

“Freedom is fought for and safeguarded, consolidated
and given a meaning. However, freedom is never a fixed
state allowing us to relax and start taking it for granted.
It is like being on watch and protecting personal and
national values as well as national unity and freedom
in one’s heart. It is the same as being on watch

at the Bonfires of Freedom in January 1991.”

From the speech by President Valdas Adambkus delivered
at the Freedom Prize award ceremony.
Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, 13 January 2017

Valdas ADAMKUS was born in Kaunas on 3 No-
vember 1926, the year when the budding democrats of
the Republic of Lithuania lost to the supporters of an
authoritarian regime. He studied at the Jonas Jablon-
skis Elementary School and the 4us72 Gymnasium in
Kaunas and learned his first lesson of freedom while
studying at the Gymnasium, as this was when Lithu-
ania lost its independence and its people were denied
the few freedoms they had had. When the Red Army
occupied Kaunas in 1940, Valdas Adamkus joined the
resistance movement. His close friendship with the
family of President Kazys Grinius, which was formed
during that period, made a huge influence on the fu-
ture choices of the president-to-be. His negative atti-
tude to human rights violations and dictatorial and
radical political decisions, as well as his ability to re-
main dignified and true to his views even in the face
of death was an example well worth following. Grinius
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kurie didZiausio tautos nuosmukio ir naciy okupacijos
baisybiy akivaizdoje nepabtigo viesai rodyti savo pilie-
tinés pozicijos. Griniy Seimoje buisimasis prezidentas
mokési pagarbos, demokratijos, supratimo ir laisvo
zmogaus jsipareigojimo savo tautai. Valdas Adamkus
ne kartg yra pasakes, kad Kazys Grinius yra jo idealas.
Tie patys idealai Antrojo pasaulinio karo metais paska-
tino penkiolikmetj gimnazista kartu su artimiausiais
bendrazygiais Liatu Griniumi ir Gabrieliumi Lands-
bergiu-Zemkalniu jsitraukti j jaunyjy Laisvés kovotojy
barelj, leidusj pogrindinj antinacinj laikrastj ,, Jaunime,
budék!“ Si pogrindiné veikla buvo lyg egzaminas, pati-
krings, ka jaunuoliui reiskia laisve.

1944 m. liepos mén. Valdas Adamkus su $eima pa-
sitraukeé | Vokietijg ir jsikaré pabeégéliy stovykloje ne-
toli Vroclavo, tuometinio Breslau. Tadiau jau netrukus,
nicko nesakes tévams, paliko karo pabégéliy stovykla
ir grjzo j Lietuva prisijungti prie Zemaitijoje formuoja-
mos lietuviy savanoriy Tévynés apsaugos rinktinés ko-
vai su Raudonaja armija. Ta¢iau tai buvo méginimas be
vilties laiméti, atne$es pralaiméjimo pamokas. 1944 m.
rudenj Valdas Adamkus vel pasitraukeé j Vakarus.

1946 m. Vokietijoje, Eichstate, Valdas Adamkus baigé
karo pabégéliy lietuviy gimnazija, studijavo Miuncheno
universiteto Gamtos ir biologijos fakultete. 1948 m. Vo-
kietijoje surengta Pavergtujy tauty olimpiada tapo Valdo
Adamkaus sportinés karjeros vir$ane ir labai i$populiari-
no Valda Adamky lietuviy bendruomenéje. Lengvosios
atletikos rungtyse jis laiméjo du aukso (3uoliy j aukstj ir j
tolj rungtyse) ir du sidabro (sprinto rungtyse) medalius.

1949 m. Valdas Adamkus su $eima atvyko j Jung-
tines Amerikos Valstijas. Amerikoje jj pasitiko Prezi-
dento Kazio Griniaus Seima. Valdas Adamkus dirbo
paprastu darbininku automobiliy daliy gamykloje Ci-
kagoje, véliau — braizytoju vienoje inZinerijos jmongje.
1960-aisiais Valdas Adamkus baige Ilinojaus techno-
logijos instituta, jgijo statyby inZinieriaus specialybe.
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was one of the few representatives of the Lithuanian
political elite who never feared to make his civil stance
known in public, even faced with the deepest nation-
al decline and the terror of the Nazi occupation. The
future president learned from the Grinius family the
lessons of respect, democracy, understanding and a
free person’s commitment to his nation. Valdas Adam-
kus has said that Grinius was his ideal on numerous
occasions. These same ideals propelled Adamkus as a
fifteen-year-old Gymnasium student, in tandem with
his friends Lidatas Grinius and Gabrielius Landsber-
gis—Zcmkalnis, to join the Young Freedom Fighters
Club engaged in publishing an underground anti-Nazi
newspaper Jaunime, budek! (Young People, Stay Vigi-
lant). The underground activities put Adamkus’ belief
in freedom to the test.

In July 1944, Adamkus fled to Germany together
with his family and settled in a refugee camp near Wro-
claw, then known as Breslau. However, soon Adamkus
left the refugee camp without a word to his parents and
returned to Lithuania to join the Lithuanian Volun-
teer Homeland Protection Force, formed in Samogitia
Region, to fight against the Red Army. This task was a
hopeless endeavour that resulted in a lesson of defeat.
Subsequently, in the autumn of 1944, Adamkus sought
refuge in the West again.

In 1946, Adamkus completed the Gymnasium for
Lithuanian wartime refugees in Eichstitt, Germany,
and went on to study at the Faculty of Natural Science
at Munich University. The Olympic Games of the En-
slaved Nations in Germany in 1948 marked the pin-
nacle of his career in sports, bringing him popularity
in the Lithuanian expat community. He won two gold
(in high jump and long jump) and two silver medals
(in sprint) in track-and-field events.

In 1949, Adamkus and his family moved to the Unit-
ed States of America, where they were welcomed by the



,Santaros-Sviesos* vakaro dalyviai. I§ kairés: Algimantas Mackus,
Henrikas Nagys, Valdas Adamkus, Marius Katiliskis,

Juozas Badianas, Vincas Trumpa, Rita Zukaité.

Tabor Farma, apic 1956 m. Fotografas nenurodytas

(Valdo Adambkans asmeninio archyvo nuotrauka)

Valdas Adamkus yra vienas i§ ty iSeiviy, kurie skyré
Tevynei visa savo gyvenima. Jis akeyviai jsitrauke j lie-
tuviy iSeivijos visuomening ir politing veikla. Netrukus
tapo vienu i§ studijuojancios lietuviy iSeiviy jaunuome-
nés lyderiy, vienu i§ lietuviy studenty ,Santaros” orga-
nizacijos kuréju. Po keleriy mety $i organizacija susijun-
ge suanksciau Vokietijoje jsikiirusia liberalia studentijos
ir jaunuomenés organizacija ,Sviesa“ ir tapo liberalios
krypties iScivijos visuomenine organizacija ,Santa-
ra-Sviesa®. Sio sambirio organizatoriais kartu su Valdu

Participants of the event organised by the Santara-Sviesa
Federation. From left to right: Algimantas Mackus; Henrikas
Nagys; Valdas Adamkus; Marius Katiliskis; Juozas Batitinas;
Vincas Trumpa; and Rita Zukaité. Tabor Farm, around 1956.
Unknown photographer (Personal archives of Valdas Adambkus)

family of Kazys Grinius. Valdas Adamkus worked as an
ordinary worker in a Chicago factory of car parts and
later as a draughtsman in an engineering firm. In 1960,
Adamkus graduated from the Illinois Institute of Tech-
nology with a degree in civil engineering.

Adamkus is one of the Lithuanians in exile who ded-
icated their whole life to the service to his country of
origin. As Adamkus was actively engaged in social and
political life of the Lithuanian expatriate community,
it only took him a while to become one of the leaders
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Adamkumi buvo Vytautas Kavolis, Julius Smulkétys ir
Raimundas Miezelis. Gyvendamas Jungtinése Ame-
rikos Valstijose, Valdas Adamkus rengé protesto pries
Lietuvos okupacija akcijas, organizavo jvairias peticijas,
kurios budavo teikiamos auksciausias pareigas einan-
tiems Jungtiniy Amerikos Valstijy valdzios atstovams.
1956 m., budamas studentas, aktyviai dalyvavo ren-
giant peticija Jungtiniy Amerikos Valstiju prezidentui
Dvaitui Eizenhaueriui, véliau — Jungtinéms Tautoms.
Peticijoje Jungtiniy Amerikos Valstijy vadovybé buvo
raginama pasinaudoti turimomis priemonémis ir pa-
déti Sibire esantiems Lietuvos tremtiniams, atkreiptas
démesys j okupuota Lietuva ir kitas Soviety Sajungos
uzgrobtas valstybes. Greitai iSry$kéjo organizaciniai
Valdo Adamkaus gebéjimai ir telkiancios asmenybés
bruozai. 1956 m., kai sovietai émési represijy Vengri-
joje, Valdas Adamkus lietuviy iseiviy jaunimo vardu
siunté protesto telegrama Jungtiniy Amerikos Valsti-
ju prezidentui ir Jungtiniy Tauty sekretoriui. 1958 m.
iSeiviy jaunimo organizacijy vardu i$siunté protesto te-
legrama j Vatikana, kurioje protestavo prie§ popiceziaus
Jono XXIII sprendima uzdaryti Lietuvos pasiuntinybg
Vatikane. 1958-1965 metais Valdas Adamkus buvo
»Santaros-Sviesos* federacijos, paskelbusios $ikj ,Veidu
i Lietuva®, vicepirmininkas, o 1967 metais buvo i$rink-
tas $ios organizacijos pirmininku. Jo, kaip ir kity iskiliy
$ios organizacijos nariy — Vytauto Kavolio, Aleksandro
Stromo, Litito Mockiino ar Vinco Rastenio, idéjos tau-
tos kultaros istorijoje paliko nei$dildomg Zyme. ,San-
tara-Sviesa“ leido zurnaly ,Metmenys®, knygas, rengé
jvairias kultarines akcijas, skirtingai nei kitos iseivijos
organizacijos, pasisaké uz rysius su okupuota gimtine.
Valdo Adamkaus sodyboje prie Mitigano ezero su-
brendo istisa karta laisvy ir atviry Zmoniy, objektyviai
suvokian¢iy krasto padétj, ryztingai ir sumaniai prisi-
déjusiy prie Lietuvos laisvés kovos. Daugelis jy véliau
pasitarnavo ir tebetarnauja nepriklausomai Lietuvai,

40

of the Lithuanian expat students and a co-founder of
the Lithuanian Santara student organisation. Several
years later, the organisation merged with the previous-
ly Germany-based liberal organisation of students and
youth, entitled Sviesa, to form a public organisation of
liberally-minded expats, entitled Santara-Sviesa. Along
with Valdas Adamkus, the organisation was co-found-
ed by Vytautas Kavolis, Julius Smulkétys and Raimun-
das Miezelis.

While residing in the US, Adamkus was an active
organiser of protests against the occupation of Lith-
uania and an initiator of numerous petitions sent to
the highest posts in the US Government. In 1956, as
a student, Adamkus was actively involved in drafting
a petition to Dwight Eisenhower, President of the
United States, and subsequently a petition to the Unit-
ed Nations. The Petition urged the US leadership to
take all possible measures to help Lithuanian deport-
ees in Siberia and drew the attention to the occupied
Lithuania and other countries invaded by the Soviet
Union. Adamkus’ organisational capacities and active
leadership skills soon came to the fore. In 1956, when
the Soviets embarked on repressions against Hungary,
Adamkus sent a protest telegram, drafted on behalf of
the Lithuanian expat youth, to the US President and
the Secretariat of the United Nations. In 1958, he sent
a protest telegram to Vatican on behalf of the expat
youth organisations, protesting against the decision of
Pope John XXIII to close down the Lithuanian mission
in Vatican. In 1958-1965, Adamkus was Vice-Chair-
man of the Santara-Sviesa Federation, and organisa-
tion acting under the slogan “Facing Lithuania.” In
1967, he was clected its Chairman. His ideas, along-
side the thoughts of other outstanding members of the
Organisation, including Vytatas Kavolis, Aleksandras
Stromas, Liiitas Mockiinas, and Vincas Rastenis, left
an indelible mark in the history of national culture.



skleisdami demokratijos vertybes. 1961-1964 metais
Valdas Adamkus buvo Amerikos lietuviy bendruome-
nés tarybos (LB) narys, Centro valdybos vicepirminin-
kas, Amerikos lietuviy tarybos (ALT) narys.

Darbs$tumas, kompetencija ir auksti moralés princi-
paileido Valdui Adamkui eiti atsakingas pareigas Jung-
tiniy Amerikos Valstijy administracijoje, uzmegzti ry-
$ius su zymiais tos $alies ir kity demokratiniy valstybiy
veikéjais, o uZsimezgusiomis pazintimis pasinaudoti
Lietuvos laisvés byloje. XX a. aStuntojo desimtme-
¢io pradzioje Valdas Adamkus buvo pakviestas dirbti
i kuriama JAV aplinkos apsaugos federalinés valdzios
institucija — Aplinkos apsaugos agentara. Jis vadova-
vo aplinkos apsaugos moksliniy tyrimy centrui, véliau
buvo paskirtas penktojo regiono (Vidurio Vakary)
Aplinkos apsaugos agentiros administratoriaus pava-
duotoju. 1981 m. tapo $io regiono Aplinkos apsaugos
agentiiros administratoriumi.

Net ir eidamas atsakingas pareigas Jungtiniy Ame-
rikos Valstijy administracijoje, jis aktyviai dalyvavo
lietuviy iSeivijos visuomeningje ir politingje veikloje.
Lankydamas gimtine net ir tuomet, kai tai buvo sunku
ir ne visy iSeivijos sluoksniy deramai suprantama, Val-
das Adamkus palaiké rysius su demokratiskai nusiteiku-
siomis Lietuvos jégomis. Aplinkos apsauga vélyvaisiais
Saltojo karo metais buvo viena i§ ty sri¢iy, kur Jungti-
nés Amerikos Valstijos ir Soviety Sajunga bandé megzti
draugiskesnius rysius, keisdavosi dviSalémis delegacijo-
mis. Valdas Adamkus, pasinaudodamas tokia galimybe,
nuo 1972 m. beveik kasmet lankydavosi Lietuvoje ir
lyg naujasis knygnesys gabeno j Lietuva Soviety Sajun-
goje uzdrausty iseivijos literatiira. Siy kelioniy metu jis
susipazino su artimu bi¢iuliu, gamtininku profesoriu-
mi Ceslovu Kudaba, o biadamas Jungtiniy Amerikos
Valstijy paramos Baltijos $alims aplinkosaugos srityje
koordinatoriumi, Valdas Adamkus organizavo Lictuvos
mokslo jstaigy atstovy stazuotes Jungtinése Amerikos

Santara-Sviesa Federation was engaged in publishing
the Metmenys magazine and books; it also organised
various cultural events and, in contrast to other expat
organisations, made a clear stance in favour of keep-
ing the relations with the occupied Homeland. Valdas
Adamkus’ cottage on Lake Michigan raised an entire
generation of free an open-minded people, who had an
objective view of the situation in their homeland and
were determined and resourceful in their contribution
to the struggle for Lithuania’s freedom. Many of them
went on to serve the cause of independence in Lithua-
nia and continue to do so by spreading the values of de-
mocracy. In 1961-1964 Adamkus was a member of the
Board of the American-Lithuanian Community (LC),
Vice-Chairman of the Centre Board, and member of
the American-Lithuanian Council (ALC).

Diligence, competence, and high moral standards
enabled Adamkus to embark on his service in the US
administration, establish contacts with famous polit-
ical actors in the US and other democracies and use
these contacts for Lithuania’s freedom cause. In early
1970s, Valdas Adamkus was invited to work for the
newly established US federal Environment Protection
Agency (EPA). He headed the Environment Research
Centre and was later appointed Deputy Administrator
at the US EPA Region 5 (Midwest Region). In 1981,
he was promoted to Administrator of the Environ-
ment Protection Agency.

Even while working hard in the US administration,
Adamkus was actively engaged in public and politi-
cal activities of the Lithuanian expatriate community.
While visiting his homeland when it was difficult to
do so and such actions were not adequately interpret-
ed by various sections of the expatriate community,
Valdas Adamkus maintained his contacts with dem-
ocratically minded forces in Lithuania. At the end of
the Cold War, environment protection was among the
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Valstijose, padé¢jo Vilniaus universiteto bibliotekai jsi-
gyti naujausios mokslinés literataros. Valdas Adamkus
visa atkurtos Lietuvos laikg palaiko glaudZius rysius su
akademine bendruomene. 1989 m. jis buvo iSrinktas
Vytauto DidZiojo universiteto Atkuriamosios tarybos
garbés nariu, o 2010 m. — i$rinktas Vytauto Didziojo
universiteto Tarybos pirmininku. Valdas Adamkus tapo
bundanc¢ios Lietuvos liudininku, jam teko dalyvauti ne
viename Lietuvos laisvés mitinge, stebéti Sajudzio i$ju-
dinty ir laisvés pasiilgusiy Lietuvos Zmoniy pakilima j
kova uz savo teises ir tautos laisve. Galiausiai 1990 m.
kovo 11 d. jis Cikagos lietuviams pranes¢ laukeg ir jau-
dinandia, nors vis dar ir sunkiai tikéta, Zinig — Lictuva kg
tik paskelbé Nepriklausomybe, Lietuva vél laisva!

Valdas Adamkus aktyviai jsitrauke j nepriklausomos
Lietuvos kultarinj, visuomeninj ir politinj gyvenima.
Viesajame nepriklausomos Lietuvos politiniame gyve-
nime Valdas Adamkus pasirodé¢ émegsis vadovauti Sta-
sio Lozoraic¢io, kandidatavusio tapti pirmuoju Lietu-
vos Respublikos Prezidentu, rinkimy $tabui — 1993 m.
rinkimuose. Tai buvo pirmasis susidarimas su pereina-
mojo laikotarpio sunkumy prislégto krasto politine
kultara. Nors tuomet Stasys Lozoraitis pralaiméjo Al-
girdui Brazauskui, ta¢iau Prezidento rinkimuose vyko
kultaringa kova ir zmonéms buvo pasitlytos pirmosios
laisvo pasirinkimo pamokos.

1998 m. Valdas Adamkus buvo isrinktas antruoju
nepriklausomybe atktrusios Lietuvos Prezidentu. Jis
iSkelé spartaus $alies modernizavimo id¢ja ir nuosekliai
rémé jos jgyvendinima, klojo pilietinés santarves, po-
litinio pliuralizmo ir tolerancijos pamatus Lictuvoje.
Valdas Adamkus pasizyméjo pagarbia ir Zzmogiskai $il-
ta laikysena bei auksta politine kultara. Jis visuomenes
akyse nemazai prisidéjo prie pacios politiko savokos
reabilitavimo. Jam pavyko jgyti neginéyting moralinj
ir politinj autoritety $alyje. Vienas didziausiy Valdo
Adamkaus prezidentavimo pasickimy buvo jo didziulis
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areas where the United States of America and the So-
viet Union sought to develop friendlier relations and
organised exchanges of delegation visits. Adamkus
seized the opportunity to almost annually visit Lithua-
nia from 1972 and, like a new generation book carrier,
smuggled in literature authored by expatriates, which
was banned in the Soviet Union. It was during these
trips to Lithuania that he met his close friend, geog-
rapher Prof Ceslovas Kudaba. In the capacity of the
coordinator of US aid to the Baltic States in the field
of environment protection, Valdas Adamkus organized
study visits for representatives of Lithuania’s academic
institutions to the US and helped Vilnius University to
obtain the latest academic literature. Throughout the
period of the restored Lithuania, Adamkus has main-
tained close contacts with the academic community.
He was elected honorary member of the Restoration
Council of Vytautas Magnus University in 1989. In
2010, he became a member of the Council of Vytautas
Magnus University. Adamkus witnessed the awaken-
ing in Lithuania and had a chance to attend a number
of freedom rallies and watch the people of Lithuania,
yearning for freedom and stirred to action by the Sg-
jadis, rise for their rights and national freedoms.
Finally, on 11 March 1990, Adamkus conveyed to
Lithuanians in Chicago the long-awaited and exciting,
though hardly credible, news: Lithuania had just de-
clared its independence. Lithuania was free again.
Adamkus actively engaged in cultural, social and
political life of the independent Lithuania. His first
appearance in public political life at the time was in
the capacity of the head of the electoral campaign of
the presidential candidate Stasys Lozoraitis during
the elections of the first President of the Republic of
Lithuania in 1993. It was the first time when Adam-
kus came to grips with the political culture of a country
overburdened by challenges of the transitional period.



Valdas Adamkus apzitri barikadas prie

Lictuvos Respublikos Auks¢iausiosios Tarybos.
Vilnius, 1991 m. geguzés 1 d. Fotografas nenurodytas
(Valdo Adamkaus asmeninio archyvo nuotrauka)

ind¢lis j derybas dél stojimo j svarbiausiy Vakary pa-
saulio bendrijos institucijas NATO ir Europos Sajunga.
»Kai zlugo Soviety Sajunga, daugeliui Vakary $aliy at-
sivérusi Ryty Europa atrodé kartu ir patraukli, ir gres-
minga. Tuo metu Prezidento Valdo Adamkaus pazadas
vesti ir atvesti Lietuvg j euroatlantine tauty bendruo-
meng skambeéjo kaip atviras isSukis pasaulio tvarkai,
paveldétai i§ Saltojo karo laiky®, — saké dr. Zbignevas
BZezinskis. 2004 m. Valdas Adamkus buvo i$rinktas

Valdas Adamkus views the barricades at the
Supreme Council of the Republic of Lithuania.
Vilnius, 1 May 1991. Unknown photographer
(Personal archives of Valdas Adambkus)

Although Stasys Lozoraitis lost to Algirdas Brazauskas,
the presidential candidates engaged in a decent com-
petition and offered the first lessons of free choice for
people.

Valdas Adamkus was elected second President of
the independent Republic of Lithuania in 1998. He
proposed an idea of rapid modernisation of Lithuania,
consistently supported its implementation, and laid the
foundations for civic concord, political pluralism and
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antrajai Lietuvos Respublikos Prezidento kadencijai.
Inauguracijos kalboje jis atkreipé démesj j tai, kad, nors
musy valstybé jau didZiavosi naryste Europos Sajun-
goje ir NATO, ,Lictuvoje vis dar triksta Europos. Jos
nepakanka visuomenés samonéje, kasdieninéje Zzmoniy
veikloje®, ir pazadéjo atkurti tarptautinj Lietuvos auto-
riteta, kad Lictuvos vaidmuo regione, Europoje ir pa-
saulyje baty didesnis. Vienu i§ Valdo Adamkaus prezi-
dentavimo pasickimy yra j Europa grjztancios Lietuvos
europietiskos reputacijos atkarimas. Valdas Adamkus
daznai apibudinamas kaip vakarietiskas Prezidentas,
grazings savo $alj j jos vakarietiskg konteksta. Valdo
Adamkaus vakarietiska laikysena reprezentavo visos
Lietuvos vakarietiska laikysena. Pagrindinis Valdo
Adamkaus vykdytos uzsienio politikos bruozas buvo
jsitikinimas, kad politikai privalo paisyti esminiy tarp-
tautinés teisés principy: pagarbos Zmogaus teiséms,
valstybiy suverenumui, $alies teritorijos vientisumui.

Prezidentu iSbuves dvi kadencijas, Valdas Adamkus
atliko nejkainojama vaidmenj, jtvirtindamas musy
valstybe pasaulio bendruomengje. Jis uztikrino pazan-
ga, skiepijo demokratines vertybes, skatino tarptautinj
bendradarbiavimg ir oriai atstovavo Lietuvai visada ir
visur, kai to prireikdavo. Prezidentas Valdas Adamkus
pagrjstai vertinamas uz atvirg ir visa apimancia Lietu-
vos uzsienio politika.

Vienas jo prioritety buvo Baltijos regiono valstybiy
saveika. Trijy Baltijos valstybiy — Lietuvos, Latvijos ir
Estijos — vadovy nuolatinés konsultacijos dél integra-
cijos j europines ir transatlantines struktaras, véliau —
bendradarbiavimas Europos Sajungos ir NATO viduje
tapo jprasta praktika. Jis déjo daug pastangy stiprinant
Lietuvos ir Lenkijos rysius, o sunkiausiomis akimirko-
mis buvo ir tarpininku siekiant sutarimy tarp Lenkijos
ir didziujy Europos Sajungos valstybiy. Nuo 1998 m.
Lietuva ir Lenkija tapo strateginémis partnerémis.
Daugelyje dvisaliy susitikimy buvo aptariami Lietuvos
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tolerance in Lithuania. Adamkus came to be known
by his courteous and humane attitude and outstanding
political culture. He contributed substantially to raising
the profile of politicians in the public eye. He managed
to gain an unarguable moral and political authority in
Lithuania. One of the major achievements of Valdas
Adamkus as President of the Republic of Lithuania was
his enormous contribution to the negotiations for Lith-
uania’s accession to the key organisations of the Western
community, namely, NATO and the European Union.
Dr Zbigniew Brzezinski once said that following the fall
of the Soviet Union, many Western countries found the
open Eastern Europe to be both attractive and intimi-
dating. President Adamkus’ pledge to lead Lithuania to
the Euro-Atlantic community of nations sounded like
an open challenge to the global order inherited from
the Cold War. In 2004, Valdas Adamkus was elected
President of the Republic of Lithuania for the second
term. In his inaugural address, he observed that despite
its membership of the European Union and NATO,
“Lithuania is not yet a truly European nation; European
thinking is not yet rooted in the minds of our people and
European approach is not yet established in our daily ac-
tivities” and promised to restore Lithuania’s internation-
al standing in order to strengthen the role of Lithuania
in the region, in Europe, and in the world. One of the
achievements of Valdas Adamkus in his presidential ca-
pacity is the restoration of Lithuania’s European course.
Adamkus is often described as a pro-Western President
who brought his country back to the Western context.
Valdas Adamkus’ pro-Western stance represented a
pro-Western stance of the entire Lithuania. The main
characteristics of his foreign policy was the conviction
that politicians must respect the fundamental principles
of international law, including respect for human rights,
national sovereignty, and territorial integrity.

In his two presidential terms, Adamkus played



Prie deryby stalo Ukrainoje ie$kant iSeities i$ politinés aklavietés.
I§ kaires: kandidatas j Ukrainos prezidentus Oranzinés
revoliucijos lyderis Viktoras JuS¢enka, Lenkijos Prezidentas
Aleksandras Kvasnievskis, Ukrainos Prezidentas Leonidas Kuéma,
Lietuvos Prezidentas Valdas Adamkus, kandidatas j Ukrainos
prezidentus Viktoras Janukovy¢ius, Europos Sajungos Tarybos
generalinis sekretorius Chavjeras Solana.

Kijevas, 2004 m. gruodzio 6 d. Fotografée DzZoja Gunda

Barysaité (Lietuvos Respublikos Prezidento kanceliarija)

ir Lenkijos strateginés partnerystés, regioninio sau-
gumo, kultirinio bendradarbiavimo, lictuviy ir lenky
tautiniy mazumy bei kiti klausimai. Palaikydamas di-
aloga su Lenkija Prezidentas Valdas Adamkus nevengé
sudétingy abiejy tauty bendros istorijos klausimy.
Pazymétina Valdo Adamkaus veikla stiprinant ben-
dradarbiavimg tarp Vidurio ir Ryty Europos valstybiy
ir jas suartinant su Vakary salimis. Jis iskéle tiksla tolyn
i Rytus plésti saugumo ir stabilumo erdve, skatinti de-

Around the negotiation table in Ukraine in search of a solution

to the political impasse. From left to right: Viktor Yushchenko,
Ukrainian presidential candidate and leader of the Orange
Revolution; Aleksander Kwasniewski, President of the Republic of
Poland; Leonid Kuchma, President of Ukraine; Valdas Adamkus,
President of the Republic of Lithuania; Viktor Yanukovych,
Ukrainian presidential candidate; Javier Solana, Secretary General
of the Council of the European Union.

Kyiv, 6 December 2004. Phoro by DZoja Gunda Barysaité

(Office of the President of the Republic of Lithuania)

an invaluable role in reinforcing the position of our
state in the global community. He ensured progress,
fostered democratic values, promoted international
cooperation and represented Lithuania with dignity
everywhere when it was needed. President Adamkus is
justifiably appreciated for an open and inclusive Lithu-
ania’s foreign policy.

Regional interaction among the three Baltic States
was one of his priorities. Regular consultations among
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2016 m. Laisvés premijos laureatai Auks¢iausiosios Tarybos-
Atkuriamojo Seimo Pirmininkas, Lietuvos Nepriklausomybés
Akto signataras Vytautas Landsbergis ir Prezidentas Valdas
Adamkus. Vilnius, 2017 m. sausio 13 d. Fotografé DZoja Gunda
Barysaité (Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotranka)

Freedom Prize 2016 winners: Vytautas Landsbergis, Chairman
of the Supreme Council-Reconstituent Seimas and Signatory
to the Act of Independence, and President Valdas Adamkus.
Vilnius, 13 January 2017. Photo by DZoja Gunda Barysaite
(Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)

mokratijos vertybiy sklaida. Prezidentas Valdas Adam-
kus savo uzsienio politikg i$pleté j Europos Rytus — ¢ia
kelio j demokratiniy Saliy bendrija intensyviai ieskojo
kitos posovietinés $alys, ypa¢ Ukraina. Prezidentas
reik§mingai prisidéjo prie Ukrainos, Gruzijos, Mol-
dovos ir kity $aliy laisvés stiprinimo. Valdo Adamkaus
ir kity tarptautiniy derybininky déka pavyko i$vengti
smurto Ukrainoje per Oranzing revoliucija. 2004 m.
lapkri¢io 26 d. Prezidentas Valdas Adamkus dalyvavo
tarptautinéje deryby misijoje Ukrainoje, kai buvo ies-
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the Heads of State of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia
on integration into the European and Transatlantic
structures and on subsequent cooperation within the
European Union and NATO became a common prac-
tice. Adamkus made every effort to strengthen the re-
lations between Lithuania and Poland, and in the most
difficult moments, he acted as a facilitator in reaching
agreements between Poland and major EU countries.
Since 1998, Lithuania and Poland have become strate-
gic partners. A number of bilateral meetings discussed,
among others, the strategic partnership between Lith-
uania and Poland, regional security, cultural coopera-
tion, and Lithuanian and Polish national minorities. In
his dialogue with Poland, President Adamkus did not
avoid complicated issues arising from the common his-
tory of the two nations.

Also noteworthy are Adamkus’ endeavours in
strengthening the cooperation between Central and
Eastern European countries and bringing them closer
to the West. He set a target to expand the area of secu-
rity and stability and promote the spread of democratic
values further to the East. Adamkus expanded his for-
eign policy to Eastern Europe, where other post-Soviet
countries, particularly Ukraine, actively sought their
way to join the community of democracies. Adamkus
made a significant contribution to enhancing freedom
in Ukraine, Georgia, Moldova and other countries.
Thanks to Valdas Adamkus and other international ne-
gotiators, violence was avoided in Ukraine during the
Orange Revolution. On 26 November 2004, President
Adamkus took part in the international negotiation
mission in Ukraine in search of a solution to the po-
litical impasse after the presidential elections. During
the Orange Revolution, Adamkus visited Ukraine on
several occasions. He was among the few foreign lead-
ers who came to Georgia in August 2008 to support
the country’s freedom and territorial integrity at the



Respublikos Prezidentés Dalios Grybauskaités sveikinimai.
Nuotraukoje: kardinolas Audrys Juozas Backis, Prezidentas
Valdas Adamkus, Auks¢iausiosios Tarybos-Atkuriamojo

Seimo Pirmininkas, Lictuvos Nepriklausomybés Akto
signataras Vytautas Landsbergis, Respublikos Prezidenté Dalia
Grybauskaité. Vilnius, 2017 m. sausio 13 d. Forografé Dzoja
Gunda Barysaité (Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka)

koma padéties i§ politinés aklavietés po Ukrainos pre-
zidento rinkimy. Oranzinés revoliucijos metu Valdas
Adamkus j Ukraing vyko net keletg karty. Prezidentas
Valdas Adamkus buvo vienas i§ keliy uZsienio valstybiy
lyderiy, kurie 2008 m. rugpjac¢io mén. atvyko j Gruzija
palaikyti $ios $alies laisvés ir teritorijos vientisumo Ru-
sijos agresijos metu. Jo paties ir kity kaimyniniy valsty-
biy vadovy aktyvi veikla telké Vakary pasaulio lyderiy
ir ziniasklaidos démesj j Gruzijos valstybés padétj ir ne-
teisétus Rusijos veiksmus.

Valdo Adamkaus nuopelnai stiprinant civilizacijy di-
aloga buvo jvertinti ne vienos valstybés apdovanojimu.
2003 m. jam buvo suteiktas UNESCO Geros valios
ambasadoriaus ziniy visuomenei titulas, 2007 m. uz s¢-
kminga tarpininkavimg per svarbias Europos Sajungos
tarptautines derybas jam skirtas Mety europiedio titulas.

Congratulations by Dalia Grybauskaite, President of the Republic
of Lithuania. From left to right: Cardinal Audrys Juozas Backis;
President Valdas Adamkus; Vytautas Landsbergis, President of
the Supreme Council-Reconstituent Seimas and Signatory to the
Act of Independence, and Dalia Grybauskaite, President of the
Republic of Lithuania. Vilnius, 13 January 2017. Photo by DZoja
Gunda Barysaité (Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)

time of Russia’s aggression. His own active engagement
and that of the heads of other neighbouring countries
attracted the attention of Western leaders and media
to the situation in Georgia and Russia’s illegal actions.

Adamkus’ merits in strengthening the dialogue of
civilizations were recognized and awarded by multi-
ple countries. He was conferred the title of UNESCO
Goodwill Ambassador for the Construction of Knowl-
edge Societies in 2003. In 2007, Adamkus won the
European of the Year award for successful mediation
in critical international negotiations of the European
Union.
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Vytautas Landsbergis. Fotografé llona Silenkova ~ Vytautas Landsbergis. Photo by llona Silenkova
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka) (Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)




2016 METU LAISVES PREMIJOS

LAUREATAS - AUKSCIAUSIOSIOS TARYBOS-
ATKURIAMOJO SEIMO PIRMININKAS -
AUKSCIAUSIAS TO METO LIETUVOS
RESPUBLIKOS PAREIGUNAS, LIETUVOS
NEPRIKLAUSOMYBES AKTO SIGNATARAS
VYTAUTAS LANDSBERGIS

»1ie mitsy broliai ir seserys, kurie ang sausj éjo
mirti ug tiesq ir laisve, nebuvo nei filosofai,

nei propagandistai, bet jie turéjo Sirdj ir juos vedé
Ju Sirdis, liepianti nesitraukti, neisduoti saves

ir Emoniskumo. Saves — tai laisvés. Stai kur yra

miisy frontas ir paskutiné gynybos linija.”

I Vytauto Landsbergio kalbos iskilmingoje Laisvés pre-
mijos jteikimo ceremonijoje.
Lietuvos Respublikos Seimas, 2017 m. sausio 13 d.

Vytautas LANDSBERGIS, vienas i§ masy moder-
nios valstybés karéjy, gime 1932 m. spalio 18 d. Kau-
ne, architekto Vytauto Landsbcrgio—Zcmkalnio ir akiy
gydytojos Onos Jablonskytés-Landsbergienés $eimoje.
Gimtajame mieste baigé viduring ir Juozo Gruodzio
muzikos mokyklas. 1950 m. jstojo j Valstybing¢ konser-
vatorija Vilniuje, ja baige 1955 m. Iki $iol gyvena Lietu-
VoS sostingje.

1952 m., dar studijuodamas, Vytautas Landsbergis
émési pedagoginio darbo ir jj dirbo iki 1990 m. kovo
mén. Désté fortepijona Vilniaus Mikalojaus Konstantino
Ciurlionio muzikos mokykloje, Valstybinéje konserva-
torijoje, jos Klaipedos fakultetuose, Vilniaus pedagogi-
niame institute. 1969 m. apsigyné disertacija ,,Mikalo-
jaus Konstantino Ciurlionio kompozitoriaus kiryba®.
1978-1990 m. dirbo Lietuvos muzikos akademijoje, joje
1994 m. apsigyne habilituoto daktaro disertacija.

VYTAUTAS LANDSBERGIS, WINNER OF
THE FREEDOM PRIZE 2016, PRESIDENT
OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL -
RECONSTITUENT SEIMAS, ACTING AS
THE HEAD OF STATE OF THAT TIME,
AND SIGNATORY TO THE ACT OF
INDEPENDENCE

“Our brothers and sisters, who risked death for the truth
and freedom that January, were neither philosophers, nor
propagandists. However, they had hearts, and they were
led by their hearts telling them to hold on and keep faith
to themselves and humanity and, above all, to freedom.
This is where our front and defence line of last resort is.”

From the speech by Vytautas Landsbergis delivered at
the Freedom Prize award ceremony.

Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, 13 January 2017

Vytautas LANDSBERGIS, winner of the Freedom
Prize and one of the founding fathers of our modern
state, was born in Kaunas on 18 October 1932 into
the family of Vytautas Landsbergis-Zemkalnis, an ar-
chitect, and Ona Jablonskyté-Landsbergiené, an oph-
thalmologist. In his native city, he graduated from
secondary school and Juozas Gruodis Music School.
He studied at the State Conservatoire in Vilnius in
1950-1955. Since then, Landsbergis has been living in
the Lithuanian capital.

While still a student in 1952, Landsbergis began
teaching and pursued this career until March 1990.
He taught piano at Mikalojus Konstantinas Ciurlionis
Music School in Vilnius, State Conservatoire and its
faculties in Klaipeda, as well as at Vilnius Pedagogi-
cal Institute. In 1969, he defended his thesis Compos-
er Mikalojus Konstantinas Cinrlionis’ Creative Work.
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Vytautas Landsbergis — politikas, meno, muzikos ir
kultaros istorikas, iSleides per 100 knygy, kuriose, kaip ir
straipsniuose, i$ pradziy daugiausia gvildeno Mikalojaus
Konstantino Ciurlionio kiryba, o vélesniais metais —
Lietuvos ir tarptautinius politinius klausimus. Sureda-
gavo ir ileido visus Mikalojaus Konstantino Ciurlionio
karinius fortepijonui. Vytautas Landsbergis — publicis-
tas, visuomenés veikéjas, ilgai buvo Lietuvos kompozito-
riy sajungos valdybos ir sekretoriato narys, Mikalojaus
Konstantino Ciurlionio draugijos pirmininkas, taip
pat Lictuvos Sachmaty federacijos garbés pirmininkas.
Yra i$leides poezijos knygy ir atsiminimy, vieng prozos
rinkinj. 1975 m. uZ monografija ,,Ciurlionio kiiryba“ ir
1988 m. uz monografija ,Ceslovo Sasnausko gyvenimas
ir darbai” jis buvo apdovanotas Lietuvos SSR premija.
Vytautas Landsbergis 1995-2008 m. buvo Tarptauti-
nio Mikalojaus Konstantino Ciurlionio vargonininky
ir pianisty konkurso tarybos pirmininkas.

Atgimimo ir Dainuojancios revoliucijos metais rys-
kéjo Vytauto Landsbergio lyderystés fenomenas, kai
Lietuvai teko i$méginti Michailo Gorbatiovo peres-
troikos ribas. Be Vytauto Landsbergio ryzto, be Saju-
dzio, be Lietuvos Zzmoniy drasos, Lietuvos Nepriklau-
somybés kelias galéjo bati kitoks.

1988 m. birzelio 3 d. Vytautas Landsbergis iSrinktas
Lietuvos SajadZio iniciatyving grupe, o Sajadzio Steigia-
majame suvaziavime spalio 22-23 d. — j jo Seima bei Sei-
mo Tarybg. Nuo 1988 m. lapkri¢io 25 d. iki 1990 m. ba-
landzio 21 d. jis — SagjudZio Seimo Tarybos pirmininkas,
o nuo 1991 m. gruodzio 15 d. — SajudZio garbés pirmi-
ninkas. 1993 m. geguzes 1 d. jsteigiant Lietuvos konser-
vatoriy partija-Tévynés Sajunga, iSrinktas jos pirmininku.
1995 m., 1998 m. ir 2000 m. i$rinktas juo pakartotinai
ir ¢jo $ias pareigas iki 2003 m. Nuo 2003 m. — Tévynés
Sajungos Prezidiumo narys, 2003-2013 m. — Tévynés
sajungos Partijos politikos komiteto pirmininkas.

1989 m. kovo 26 d. panevéziediai Vytautg Landsbergj
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From 1978 to 1990, he taught at the Lithuanian Music
Academy where he presented a thesis for his Doctor
Habilitatus degree in 1994.

Landsbergis is a politician and art, music and culture
historian, who published over 100 books and a number
of articles on the creative work of Mikalojus Konstanti-
nas Ciurlionis in the early years of the career and on Lith-
uanian and international politics in subsequent years. He
edited and published all piano compositions by Ciurlio-
nis. As a publicist and public figure, he long served as a
member of the Board and Secretariat of the Lithuanian
Composers’ Union, Chairman of the Mikalojus Kon-
stantinas Ciurlionis Society, and Honorary Chairman
of the Lithuanian Chess Federation. He also authored
poetry books, memoirs and a collection of prose. Lands-
bergis was awarded the Lithuanian SSR prize for his
monograph Ciurlionis’ Creative Work in 1975 and for his
monograph Ceslovas Sasnauskas’ Life and Work in 1988.
Landsbergis held the post of the Chairman of the Board
of the Mikalojus Konstantinas Ciurlionis International
Piano and Organ Competition in 1995-2008.

Mr Landsbergis’ qualities of leadership became
manifest during the Revival Period and Singing Rev-
olution when Lithuania tested the boundaries drawn
by Mikhail Gorbachev in the context of Perestroika.
Lithuanias path towards independence might have
been very different without the resolve of Mr Lands-
bergis, the Lithuanian reform movement Sgjsdis, and
the courage of the Lithuanian people. Landsbergis
was clected to the Initiative Group of the Sgjidis on 3
June 1988 and to the Sgjidis Seimas and the Council
of the Seimas at the Inaugural Congress of the Sgjidis
on 22-23 October 1988. He served as Chairman of
the Council of the Sgjidis Seimas from 25 November
1988 to 21 April 1990 and as the Honorary Chairman
of the Sgjadis from 15 December 1991. When found-

ing the Homeland Union (Lithuanian is Conservative
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Priimtas Lietuvos Respublikos Auks¢iausiosios Tarybos aktas
»Dél Lietuvos nepriklausomos valstybes atstatymo®. Kazimieras
Moticka, Bronislavas Juozas Kuzmickas, Auks¢iausiosios Tarybos-
Atkuriamojo Seimo Pirmininkas Vytautas Landsbergis, Ceslovas
Vytautas Stankevi¢ius ir Aloyzas Sakalas.

Vilnius, 1990 m. kovo 11 d. Forografas Paulius Lileikis

(Lietuvos centrinis valstybés archyvas)

iSrinko SSRS liaudies deputatu, 1990 m. vasario 24 d. -
Lietuvos Respublikos Auks¢iausiosios Tarybos-Atku-
riamojo Seimo deputatu. 1990 m. kovo 11 d. Vytautas
Landsbergis buvo irinktas Lietuvos Respublikos Auks-
¢iausiosios Tarybos-Atkuriamojo Seimo Pirmininku,
vadovavo parlamento sesijai, kurioje ta dieng balsuota
ir paskelbta atkuriama Lietuvos Respublikos nepriklau-
somybeé; pagal Laikinaja Konstitucija tapo auks¢iausiu
valstybés pareiginu, tai yra valstybés vadovu.

Istoriniu poziariu Auks¢iausiosios Tarybos-Atkuria-
mojo Seimo Pirmininko Vytauto Landsbergio veikla is-
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The Act on the Re-establishment of the State of Lithuania is
adopted by the Supreme Council of the Republic of Lithuania.
From left to right: Kazimieras Moticka; Bronislavas Juozas
Kuzmickas; Vytautas Landsbergis, Chairman of the Supreme
Council-Reconstituent Seimas; Ceslovas Vytautas Stankevidius
and Aloyzas Sakalas. Vilnius, 11 March 1990.

Photo by Paulius Lileikis (Lithuanian Central State Archives)

Party) on 1 May 1993, he was elected its Chairman and
re-clected to this position in 1995, 1998 and 2000 to
serve in this capacity until 2003. Since 2003, he has
been a member of the Presidium of the Homeland
Union, chairing its Policy Committee in 2003-2013.
Residents of Panevezys City elected Landsbergis as
a People’s deputy of the USSR on 26 March 1989 and
as a member of the Supreme Council-Reconstituent
Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania on 24 February
1990. Elected as the President of the Supreme Coun-
cil-Reconstituent Seimas of the Republic of Lithua-
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Lietuvos studenty mitinge reiskiama parama Lictuvos
nepriklausomybei. Vilnius, 1990 m. balandZio 12 d. Fotografas
Algirdas Sabaliauskas (Lietuvos centrinis valstybés archyvas)

ry$kejo jam vadovaujant Lietuvos parlamento sesijai, kai
buvo priimtas Kovo 11-osios aktas ir atkurta Lictuvos
nepriklausomybe¢, taip pat rengiant Lietuvos Respubli-
kos Konstitucijos pagrindy metmenis ir Konstitucija.
Pirmasis atkurtos valstybés vadovas tvirtg charakeerj
parodé lemtingos 1991 m. sausio ir rugpjacio mén. so-
viety agresijos ir smurto akivaizdoje. Vytautas Landsber-
gis 1990-1992 m. buvo vienas i§ Baltijos Valstybiy Ta-
rybos vadovy, 0 1990-1991 m. — Lietuvos Respublikos
Konstitucijos metmeny rengimo komisijos pirmininkas.
Bene ryskiausia pedsaka Vytauto Landsbergio kaip pir-
mojo Lietuvos valstybés vadovo veikla paliko tarptautingé-
je arenoje. 1990-1992 m. tarptautiniai vizitai ir Lietuvos
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At the Lithuanian students’ rally where support for Lithuania’s
independence was expressed. Vilnius, 12 April 1990. Photo by
Algirdas Sabaliauskas (Lithuanian Central State Archives)

nia on 11 March 1990, he chaired the parliamentary
session that voted for restoring and declaring the in-
dependence of the Republic of Lithuania on that day.
Under the Interim Constitution, he became the top
governmental official, the actual Head of State.

From the historical standpoint, Vytautas Lands-
bergis came to the fore as he chaired the session of the
Lithuanian Parliament when the Act of March 11 was
adopted and Lithuania’s independence was re-estab-
lished, as well as during the drafting of the constitu-
tional framework and the Constitution itself.

As the highest official of the state, he demonstrated
his strong stance in the fatal hours of Soviet aggression



Auks¢iausiosios Tarybos-Atkuriamojo Seimo Prezidiumo
posédziy saléje (dabar Konstitucijos salé) Lietuvos Respublikos
Konstitucija pasira$o pirmasis atkurtos Lictuvos valstybés vadovas,
Auks¢iausiosios Tarybos-Atkuriamojo Seimo Pirmininkas
Vytautas Landsbergis. Vilnius, 1992 m. lapkri¢io 6 d. Forografas
Andyius Petrulevicius (4. Petrulevitians asmeninis archyvas)

Respublikos tarptautinés sutartys su uzsienio valstybémis
uztikrino tarptautinj Lietuvos valstybés statusa. Derybi-
nés pozicijos ir susitarimai su Rusija leido pasiekti, kad
per metus i§ Lietuvos baty i$vesti Rusijos kariniai daliniai.

Vytauto Landsbergio parlamenting veikly 1990-
1992 m. vainikavo Lietuvos Respublikos Konstitucijos
promulgacija. Sie politiniai Lietuvos valstybés vadovo,
Auks¢iausiosios Tarybos-Atkuriamojo Seimo Pirmi-
ninko Vytauto Landsbergio kaip politiko ir lyderio
darbai tapo Lietuvos valstybingumo pamatu, ant kurio
valstybe statoma iki masy dieny.

Vytautas Landsbergis, first Head of State of the re-established
independent Lithuania and Chairman of the Supreme Council-
Reconstituent Seimas, signs the Constitution of the Republic

of Lithuania in the Presidium Hall of the Supreme Council-
Reconstituent Seimas (currently the Constitution Hall). Vilnius,
6 November 1992. Photo by Andyius Petrulevicius (Personal archive)

and violence in January and August 1991. Landsber-
gis was one of the leaders of the Council of the Baltic
States in 1990-1992 and be chaired the Commission
for Drawing up the Constitution of the Republic of
Lithuania in 1990-1991. The achievements of Vytau-
tas Landsbergis, as the first Head of State, left a strong
imprint in the international arena. The International
visits and treaties between the Republic of Lithuania
and foreign countries in 1990-1992 ensured an inter-
national status for Lithuania. His stance in negotiations
and agreements with Russia resulted in the withdrawal
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Per 1992 m. spalio—lapkri¢io mén. rinkimus Vytau-
tas Landsbergis buvo iSrinktas Lietuvos Respublikos
Seimo nariu ir nuo tada Seimo jungtinés opozicijos —
Tévynés Santaros balsuotu sprendimu veiké kaip par-
lamento opozicijos vadovas. Jis taip pat buvo Lietuvos
delegacijos Europos Tarybos Parlamentinéje Asamblé-
joje bei Lietuvos delegacijos Baltijos Asambléjoje narys.

1996 m. spalio mén. iSrinktas Seimo nariu Kauno
kaimiskojoje apygardoje ir 1996 m. lapkricio 25 d. i$-
rinktas Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo Pirmininku.

Per 2000 m. rinkimus ketvirtg kartg iSrinktas Lie-
tuvos parlamento nariu ir iki 2004 m. vél dirbo Seimo

54

of the Russian military troops from Lithuania within
one year. The parliamentary activities that Vytautas
Landsbergis was engaged in between 1990 and 1992
culminated in the promulgation of the Constitution
of the Republic of Lithuania. These political achieve-
ments of Vytautas Landsbergis, as a politician and lead-
er, have laid the foundations for Lithuania’s statchood,
which continue to be critical in state-building today.

During the parliamentary elections in September—
October 1992, Landsbergis won a seat in the Seimas
of the Republic of Lithuania and, from then onwards,
acted as the leader of the parliamentary opposition un-
der the decision adopted by vote of the Tévynés Santara
(Homeland Accord), the Seimas joint opposition. He
was also a member of the Lithuanian delegation to the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and
the Lithuanian delegation to the Baltic Assembly. In
October 1996, he was elected Member of the Seimas
in the rural electoral constituency of Kaunas, and on
25 November 1996, he was elected as the Speaker of
the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania.

In the 2000 clection, Landsbergis won a seat in the
Seimas for the fourth time and continued working in the
Seimas delegations to the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe and the Baltic Assembly until 2004.

Lictuva priimta j Jungtiniy Tauty Organizacija! Pirmojo atkurtos
Lictuvos valstybés vadovo, Auks¢iausiosios Tarybos-Atkuriamojo
Seimo Pirmininko Vytauto Landsbergio pergalés gestas iskilmingai
iSkélus Lietuvos valstybés véliava. Niujorkas, 1991 m. rugséjo 17 d.
Fotografas nenurodytas (Vytauto Landsbergio asmeninis archyvas)

Lithuania joins the United Nations. Vytautas Landsbergis,
first Head of State of the re-established independent Lithuania
and President of the Supreme Council-Reconstituent Seimas,
celebrates the victory by solemnly hoisting the Lithuanian
National Flag. New York, 17 September 1991. Unknown
photographer (Vytautas Landsbergis’ personal archive)



Seimo Pirmininkas Viktoras Pranckietis, Laisvés premijos
laureatas, Auk3¢iausiosios Tarybos-Atkuriamojo Seimo
Pirmininkas, Lietuvos Nepriklausomybés Akto signataras
Vytautas Landsbergis ir GraZina Ru¢yté-Landsbergiené,
Alma Adamkiené ir Laisvés premijos laureatas Prezidentas
Valdas Adamkus, Ministras Pirmininkas Saulius Skvernelis.
Vilnius, 2017 m. sausio 13 d. Fozografé Olga Posaskova
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka)

delegacijose Europos Tarybos Parlamentinéje Asam-
bl¢joje ir Baltijos Asambl¢joje.

2003-2004 m. Vytautas Landsbergis buvo ir Euro-
pos Parlamento stebétojas, 0 2004-2014 m. — visateisis
Europos Parlamento narys. Vytautas Landsbergis buvo
Europos Parlamento Europos liaudies partijos (kriks-
¢ioniy demokraty) grupés narys, Sios grupés biuro na-
rys, UZsienio reikaly komiteto bei Saugumo ir gynybos
pakomite¢io narys, Teisés reikaly komiteto pavaduo-
jantis narys, Europos Parlamento Piety Kaukazo dele-
gacijos vicepirmininkas.

Viktoras Pranckietis, Speaker of the Seimas;

Vytautas Landsbergis, President of the Supreme Council -
Reconstituent Seimas, Signatory to the Act of Independence
(of Lithuania) and winner of the Freedom Prize; Grazina
Rudyté-Landsbergiené; Alma Adamkiené; President Valdas
Adambkus, winner of the Freedom Prize, and Saulius Skvernelis,
Prime Minister. Vilnius, 13 January 2017. Photo by Olga
Posaskova (Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)

Between 2003 and 2004, Landsbergis was an ob-
server at the European Parliament subsequently work-
ing as a full Member of the European Parliament in
2004-2014. At the European Parliament, he joined
the Group of the European People’s Party (Christian
Democrats) and served as a member of the Bureau of
the Group, member of the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs and the Subcommittee on Security and Defence,
substitute member of the Committee on Legal Affairs,
and the Vice-Chair of the delegation for relations with
the South Caucasus.
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Sveikinimai Laisves premijos laureatui, Auks¢iausiosios
Tarybos-Atkuriamojo Seimo Pirmininkui, Lietuvos
Nepriklausomybés Akto signatarui Vytautui Landsbergiui.
Vilnius, 2017 m. sausio 13 d. Forografé DZoja Gunda
Barysaité (Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka)

Uz nuopelnus Lictuvai Vytautas Landsbergis apdo-
vanotas Vytauto Didziojo I laipsnio ordinu (1998 m.),
Lietuvos politiniy kaliniy ir tremtiniy sajungos Pasiprie-
$inimo dalyvio Zymeniu (1998 m.), Vytauto DidZiojo
ordinu su aukso grandine (2003 m.). 2004 m. jam pa-
skirta JAV Lietuviy fondo Dr. Antano Razmos vardo
Visuomeniné premija. Vytautas Landsbergis apdova-
notas Nacionaline kultaros ir meno premija (2011 m.),
Vy¢io Kryziaus ordino Didziuoju kryziumi (2012 m.).
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Congratulations extended to Vytautas Landsbergis, President
of the Supreme Council-Reconstituent Seimas, Signatory to
the Act of Independence and winner of the Freedom Prize.
Vilnius, 13 January 2017. Photo by DZoja Gunda Barysaité
(Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)

For his service to Lithuania, Landsbergis received
the 1st Class Order of Vytautas the Great (1998),
Badge of a Resistance Participant from the Lithuanian
Union of Political Prisoners and Deportees (1998),
Order of Vytautas the Great with the Golden Chain
(2003), Dr Antanas Razma Award from the Lithua-
nian Foundation in the USA (2004), the Lithuanian
National Culture and Art Prize (2011), and the Grand
Cross of the Order of the Cross of Vytis (2012).
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Laisves premijy komisijos pirmininké Radvilé Morkanaite-
Mikulénien¢, Laisvés premijos laureatas, Auks¢iausiosios Tarybos-
Atkuriamojo Seimo Pirmininkas, Lietuvos Nepriklausomybés
Akto signataras Vytautas Landsbergis ir Seimo Pirmininkas
Viktoras Pranckietis. Vilnius, 2017 m. sausio 13 d. Fotografé DZoja
Gunda Barysaité (Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotranka)

Radpvilé Morkiinaité-Mikuléniené, Chair of the Freedom
Prize Commission; Vytautas Landsbergis, President of the
Supreme Council-Reconstituent Seimas, Signatory to the
Act on Lithuania’s Independence and winner of the Freedom
Prize; and Viktoras Pranckietis, Speaker of the Seimas.
Vilnius, 13 January 2017. Photo by DZoja Gunda Barysaité
(Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)

Respublikos Prezidentés Dalios Grybauskaités sveikinimai.
Nuotraukoje: kardinolas Audrys Juozas Backis, Laisves premijos
laureatas Prezidentas Valdas Adamkus, Laisvés premijos laureatas,
Auks¢iausiosios Tarybos-Atkuriamojo Seimo Pirmininkas,
Lietuvos Nepriklausomybés Akto signataras Vytautas
Landsbergis ir Respublikos Prezidenté Dalia Grybauskaite.
Vilnius, 2017 m. sausio 13 d. Fotografé DZoja Gunda

Barysaité (Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka)

Congratulations extended by Dalia Grybauskaiteé, President
of the Republic of Lithuania. In the photo: Cardinal Audrys
Juozas Backis; co-winners of the Freedom Prize: Prezident
Valdas Adamkus and Vytautas Landsbergis, President of

the Supreme Council-Reconstituent Seimas and Signatory
to the Act on Lithuania’s Independence; and Dalia
Grybauskaité, President of the Republic of Lithuania
Vilnius, 13 January 2017. Photo by DZoja Gunda Barysaité
(Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)
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Laisves premijos laureatas, Auks¢iausiosios Tarybos-Atkuriamojo
Seimo Pirmininkas, Lietuvos Nepriklausomybes Akto signataras

Vytautas Landsbergis ir Seimo Pirmininkas Viktoras Pranckietis.
Vilnius, 2017 m. sausio 13 d. Fotografé DZoja Gunda

Barysaité (Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotranka)

Vytautas Landsbergis, President of the Supreme Council—
Reconstituent Seimas, Signatory to the Act of Independence
and winner of the Freedom Prize, and Viktoras Pranckietis,
Speaker of the Seimas. Vilnius, 13 January 2017.

Photo by Dzoja Gunda Barysaité (Archive of the

Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)
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2014 METU LAISVES PREMIJOS LAUREATAS —
DISIDENTAS, VIENAS IS LENKIJOS
OPOZICINIO JUDEJIMO ,SOLIDARUMAS*
LYDERIY, ZURNALISTAS, DIENRASCIO
,GAZETA WYBORCZA* VYRIAUSIASIS
REDAKTORIUS ADAMAS MICHNIKAS

»Didzgiausias misy — Lietuvos ir Lenkijos kaip Europos
Sajungos nariy — bendras laiméjimas yra tas, kad Lie-
tuvos ir Lenkijos pasienyje néva sienos. Gerai suvokiami
Lietuvos ir Lenkijos nacionaliniai interesai reikalﬂujﬂ is
miisy elito mastymo ir vaizduotés, kurie atitikty

miisy nelengvus laikus.”

I Adamo Michniko kalbos iskilmingoje
Laisvés premijos jteikimo ceremonijoje.
Lietuvos Respublikos Seimas, 2015 m. sausio 13 d.

Adamas MICHNIKAS gimé 1946 m. Var$uvoje.
Jo sencliai ir daugelis artimy giminaidiy Zuvo per Ho-
lokaustg. Seimoje buvo vertinamos kairiosios politi-
nés pazitros, visuomeninés kairés idealai. Nepaisant
to, Adamas Michnikas anksti pasirinko komunistinés
Lenkijos opozicionieriaus kelia.

1957 m., dar mokydamasis vidurinéje mokykloje,
Adamas Michnikas jstojo j jaunimo organizacija, ku-
riai vadovavo taip pat kairiyjy paziary, taciau kritiskai
vertinantis Lenkijos rezimg Jacekas Kuronis. Si orga-
nizacija 1961 m. buvo uzdrausta. Kiek véliau Adamas
Michnikas dalyvavo jaunimo diskusijy kluby — Pries-
taravimy ieSkotojy klubo (uzdraustas 1963 m.) ir Krei-
vojo birelio klubo veikloje. Juose Lenkijos jaunimas,
nusivyles komunistinés Lenkijos tikrove, diskutuoda-
vo apie valstybés valdymo reformas. 1964 m. Adamas
Michnikas jstojo j Var$uvos universiteto Istorijos fa-
kulteta. Studijos universitete su pertrukiais tesési iki
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ADAM MICHNIK, WINNER OF THE
FREEDOM PRIZE 2014, A DISSIDENT,

ONE OF THE LEADERS OF THE POLISH
OPPOSITION MOVEMENT SOLIDARITY,
JOURNALIST AND EDITOR-IN-CHIEF OF
THE POLISH DAILY GAZETA WYBORCZA

“The greatest achievement of Lithuania and Poland

as members of the European Union is the absence of
any border at the Lithuanian-Polish frontier. Well-
understood national interests of Lithuania and Poland
require from our elite the thinking and imagination
that would match our tough times.”

From the speech by Adam Michnik delivered
at the Freedom Prize award ceremony.

Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, 13 January 2015

Adam MICHNIK was born in Warsaw in 1946.
His grandparents and many close relatives were killed
during the Holocaust. The family favoured leftist polit-
ical views and leftist social ideals. Nevertheless, Mich-
nik early chose to take the path of an opponent of com-
munist Poland.

In 1957, still at secondary school, Michnik joined
the youth organisation headed by Jacek Kuron, an ac-
tivist of leftist views but critical of the regime in Po-
land. The organisation was banned in 1961. Slightly
later, Michnik took part in the activities of the youth
discussion platforms Contradiction Seekers’ Club
(banned in 1963) and Club of the Crooked Circle, where
Polish young people, frustrated by the reality of com-
munist Poland, discussed about the reforms of national
governance. In 1964, Michnik enrolled at the Faculty
of History, University of Warsaw. His studies lasted
with interruptions until 1968: they were suspended



Adamas Michnikas. Forografé Olga Posaskova ~ Adam Michnik. Photo by Olga Posaskova
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka) (Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania) 59



1968 m.: uz rysiy su partijos opozicionieriais Jaceku
Kuroniu, Karoliu Modzelevskiu, Leseku Kolakovskiu,
Ksistofu Pomianu palaikyma jo studijos keleta karty
buvo sustabdytos, pats Adamas Michnikas buvo ares-
tuotas. Uz dalyvavimg Var$uvos universiteto studenty
demonstracijoje pries valdZios draudima rodyti Nacio-
naliniame teatre rezisieriaus Kazimiezo Deimeko rezi-
suotg spekrtaklj, pastatyta pagal Adomo Mickeviciaus
poema ,,Velinés®, 1968 m. kovo mén. Adamas Mich-
nikas buvo pasalintas i§ Var$uvos universiteto, suimtas
ir pirma karta jkalintas (1969 m. rugs¢jo mén. gavo
amnestija ir buvo paleistas i§ kaléjimo). 1970-1971 m.
dirbo suvirintoju Var§uvos Rozos Liuksemburg fabrike,
kuriame buvo gaminamos elektros lemputés. 1975 m.
cksternu baigé studijas Poznaneés Adomo Mickevidiaus
universitete. 1975 m. gruodzio mén. kartu su kitais 59
lenky opozicijos atstovais, intelektualais, kultaros vei-
kéjais pasira$é vadinamajj 59 laiska (Lisz 59) Lenkijos
Liaudies Respublikos Seimui — protestavo pries teikia-
mas Konstitucijos pataisas.

XX a. aStuntojo deSimtmecio viduryje Adamas
Michnikas jau buvo pelnes pripazinimg ir autoriteta,
19761977 m. filosofo Zano Polio Sartro kvietimu jis
i$vyko j uZsienj, vies¢jo Paryziuje, Miunchene, bendra-
vo su emigrantais i§ Lenkijos, publikavo straipsnius Vo-
kietijos ir Prancuzijos spaudoje. I§ jy didZiausio atgar-
sio susilauké pranesimas ,Naujasis evoliucionizmas®,
perskaitytas ParyZziuje 1976 m., ir 1977 m. publikuota
pirmoji knyga ,Baznyc¢ia, politiné kaire ir dialogas®
Ypatingos reik§més turé¢jo pazintis ir bendravimas su
iskiliausiu XX a. Lenkijos i$eivijos publicistu, politiku
Jeziu Giedroicu. Jj Adamas Michnikas laiké vienu i$
savo mokytojy.

Prasidéjus naujoms valdZios represijoms, 1977 m.
geguzés meén. grizo j tévyne ir netrukus jsitrauke j zy-
miausios tuo metu opozicinés organizacijos KOR
veikla (Komitet Obrony Robotnikéw — Darbininky gy-
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on several occasions as he was arrested for communi-
cation with the opponents of the communist party,
Jacek Kuron, Karol Modzelewski, Leszek Kotakowski
and Krzysztof Pomian. In March 1968, Michnik was
expelled from the University of Warsaw, arrested and
imprisoned for the first time for participating in the
protest rally of Warsaw University students against the
government ban on the performance of the play based
on Adam Mickiewicz’s poem Al Souls’ Day and direct-
ed by Kazimierz Dejmek in the National Theatre. In
September 1969, Michnik was granted amnesty and
released from prison. In 1970-1971, he worked as a
welder in the light bulb factory named after Rosa Lux-
emburg in Warsaw. In 1975, he graduated from the
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan by taking ex-
aminations only. In December 1975, he was among 59
representatives of the Polish opposition, intellectuals,
and cultural workers, who signed the so-called Lezter
0f 59 addressed to the Sejm of the People’s Republic of
Poland in protest against the submitted amendments
to the Constitution.

By the mid-1970s, Michnik had already earned rec-
ognition and reputation. Staying abroad at the invita-
tion of philosopher Jean Paul Sartre in 1976-1977, he
visited Paris and Munich, interacted with Polish mi-
grants, and published articles in German and French
press. The greatest acclaim was won by his report A4
New Evolutionism read in Paris in 1976 and his first
book Zhe Church, the Left, a Dialogue published in
1977. The acquaintance and communication with Jer-
zy Giedroyc, the most prominent Polish journalist and
politician of the 20th century in emigration, made a
profound influence on him. Michnik considered him
to be one of his teachers.

As a new round of repression broke out, Michnik
returned to his homeland in May 1977 and soon be-
came involved in the activities of the KOR (Polish:



Tarptautinés konferencijos — apskritojo stalo ,,Sajudis — Solidarumas:
strateginés partnerystés pradzia“ prezidiumas Var$uvoje,
Karaliy ramuose. Adamas Michnikas — antras i§ desinés.
Var$uva, 2008 m. rugséjo S d. (Lietuvos Respublikos
ambasados Lenkijos Respublikoje archyvo nuotrauka)

nimo komitetas), organizavo pogrindzio leidyba, re-
dagavo opozicijos leidinius ,,Informacinis biuletenis®
(lenk. k. Biuletyn Informacyjny), ,Kritika“ (lenk. k.
Krytyka) ir kitus. 1979 m. spalio mén. dalyvavo bado
akcijoje prie Sv. Kryziaus bazny&ios Var$uvoje, taip is-
reikidamas savo paramg kalinamiems Cekoslovakijos

Presidium of the international conference—round table

Sqjidis — Solidarnosé: Beginning of Strategic Partnership in the
Royal Castle, Warsaw. Second on the right: Adam Michnik.
Warsaw, S September 2008. (Photo from the archive of the
Embassy of the Republic of Lithuania to the Republic of Poland)

Komiter Obrony Robotnikéw (English: Workers’ Defence
Committee), the most famous opposition organisation
at the time. The organised publication of underground
press, and edited the opposition publications Infor-
mation Bulletin, Critics and other. In October 1979,
he joined the hunger protest at Holy Cross Church in
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opozicijos veikéjams. 1977-1980 metais komunistinés
Lenkijos represiniy struktary ne karta buvo sumustas,
suimtas ir arestuotas.

1980 m. vasarg prasidéjus ,,Solidarumo® judé¢jimui,
Adamas Michnikas jsitrauké j jo gretas. 1981 m. gruo-
dzio 13 d. generolo Voicecho Jaruzelskio vadovaujamo-
je Lenkijoje paskelbus karo padétj, Adamas Michnikas
buvo dar karta suimtas ir jkalintas iki 1984 m. liepos vi-
durio. 1985 m. vasario mén. Gdanske jis vel suimamas
ir iki 1986 m. jkalinamas. 1988 m. tapo opozicinio ju-
dé¢jimo ,,Solidarumas® jkurto Pilietinio komiteto nariu
(lenk. k. Komitet Obywatelski Solidarnoséi).

Zlungantio komunistinio rezimo represijos nepakei-
t¢ Adamo Michniko politiniy paZziary ir nuostaty, jam
budingo dialogo, bendravimo su oponentais principy.
1989 m. vasario— balandZio ménesiais Adamas Michni-
kas tapo viena svarbiausiy figiiry vykstant komunistinés
Lenkijos valdZios atstovy ir opozicinio judéjimo ,,So-
lidarumas® lyderiy Apskritojo stalo deryboms, kurios
lemé demokratines permainas $alyje, taiky valdzios per-
davimg ir nekomunistiniy jégy pergale per 1989-1990
mety demokratinius rinkimus. 1989 m. birzelio mén.
Katovicy rinkimy apygardoje Adamas Michnikas buvo
iSrinktas j Lenkijos Seima. 1989 m. liepos 3 d. jau kaip
»Solidarumo® judé¢jimo jkurto dienraicio ,Gazeta Wy-
borcza® vyriausiasis redaktorius jis paskelbé straipsnj
»Jusy prezidentas, masy premjeras®, pranasavusj politi-
nius poky¢ius Salyje. Po keliy ménesiy Lenkijoje buvo
suformuota ir patvirtinta pirmoji Ryty Europoje ne-
komunistiné vyriausybé su Tadeusu Mazoveckiu prie-
Sakyje. Po 1991 m. Adamas Michnikas, pasak Tomo
Venclovos, ,,pasirinko laisvojo intelektualo kelia, kurio
pasisakymais domimasi, i§ jy daznai mokomasi Lenki-
joje ir ne tik joje. ,Gazeta Wyborcza®, neseniai minéjusi
savo dvide$imt penktasias jkarimo metines, yra ne vien
laikrastis, bet ir demokratijos institutas, diegiantis savo
$alyje bei visoje centrinéje ir Ryty Europoje blaivy, raci-
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Warsaw, thus expressing his support for the imprisoned
members of the Czechoslovak opposition. In 1977-
1980, he was repeatedly beaten, detained and arrested
by the repressive structures of the communist Poland.

When Solidarity began its activities in the summer
of 1980, Michnik joined its ranks. As martial law was
imposed in Poland ruled by General Wojciech Jaruzel-
ski on 13 December 1981, Michnik was arrested and
imprisoned until mid-July 1984. In February 1985,
he was again arrested in Gdansk and imprisoned until
1986. In 1988, he became a member of the Solidarity
Citizens’ Committee.

The repression of the crumbling communist regime
failed to change Adam Michnik’s political views and
attitudes and principles of his dialogue and commu-
nication with opponents. In February—April 1989, he
became one of the most important figures during the
round table talks between the Polish communist au-
thorities and the leaders of So/idarity, which led to the
democratic transition, peaceful transfer of power and
victory of non-communist forces in the 1989-1990
democratic elections. In June 1989, Michnik was elect-
ed to the Polish Sejm in Katowice constituency. On
3 July 1989, as the editor-in-chief of the daily Gaze-
ta Wyborcza established by Solidarity, he published
the article entitled Your President, Our Prime Minis-
ter forecasting political changes in the country. A few
months later, Poland already had the first non-com-
munist government formed and approved in Eastern
Europe with Tadeusz Mazowiecki at the helm. From
1991 onwards, according to Tomas Venclova, Michnik
chose “the path of a free intellectual whose statements
arouse interest and often teach a lesson in Poland and
beyond. Gazeta Wyborcza, which has recently marked
its 25th anniversary, is not only a newspaper, but also a
democracy think-tank promotinga sober, rational, and

enlightened approach in Poland and throughout Cen-



onaly, apsi$vietusj poziurj j problemas, kurias kasdien
kelia mums istorija:*

Adamas Michnikas nuosekliai rémé Lietuvos ne-
priklausomybés atkarima. Nuo pat Sajadzio gyvavimo
pradzios aktyviai propagavo Lietuvos ir Lenkijos opo-
ziciniy jégy bendradarbiavima, skatino koordinuoti
»Solidarumo* ir Sajudzio veiksmus. Nuo pat dienras-
¢io ,Gazeta Wyborcza® jsteigimo 1989 m. geguzés pra-
dzioje jame nuolat buvo nagriné¢jamos Lietuvos aktua-
lijos, Lenkijos ir Lietuvos bendradarbiavimo klausimai.

Bene ryskiausias ir jsimintiniausias $io garbaus as-
mens gestas dél Lietuvos buvo parodytas 1991 m. sau-
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tral and Eastern Europe, to the problems posed to us by
history each day.”

Adam Michnik consistently supported the resto-
ration of Lithuania’s independence. From the launch
of the Lithuanian reform movement Sgjidis, he active-
ly promoted cooperation between the Lithuanian and
Polish opposition forces and coordination of actions
between Solidarity and Sgjidis. From the establish-
ment of the daily Gazeta Wyborcza in early May 1989,
the newspaper constantly discussed topical affairs of
Lithuania and matters related to the cooperation be-
tween Lithuania and Poland.

Perhaps the most dramatic and memorable gesture
by this distinguished person towards Lithuania was
made in January 1991, when the blood of the defend-
ers of freedom was shed in Vilnius. At the time when
the parliament was preparing to defend itself against
the Soviet tanks, a delegation of the Polish Civic Par-
liamentary Club, Adam Michnik included, arrived
in Lithuania. In those difficult days, when it was not
yet clear what turn the history of Lithuania would

Diskusija ,Imperijos griitis“ Liectuvos Respublikos Seimo rimy
Konstitucijos sal¢je. Profesorius Egidijus Aleksandravi¢ius, dienra¢io
»Gazeta Wyborcza“ vyriausiasis redaktorius Adamas Michnikas,
Nepriklausomybés Akto signatary klubo prezidenté Biruté Valionyte.
Vilnius, 2010 m. kovo 11 d. Forografé Olga Posaskova
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka)

Discussion Collapse of the Empire in the Constitution Hall of the
Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania. Prof Egidijus Aleksandravi¢ius;
Adam Michnik, editor-in-chief of the daily Gazeta Wyborcza;
Biruté Valionyté¢, President of the Club of Signatories to the
March 11™ Act on Re-establishment of the State of Lithuania.
Vilnius, 11 March 2010. Photo by Olga Posaskova

(Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)
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si, kai Vilniuje buvo pralictas laisve ginan¢iy Zmoniy
kraujas. Tuo metu, kai parlamento riimai rengesi gintis
nuo soviety tanky, j Lietuva atvyko Lenkijos pilietinio
parlamentinio klubo delegacija, kurios sudétyje buvo ir
Adamas Michnikas. Tomis sudétingomis dienomis, kai
dar nebuvo aisku, kur link pakryps Lietuvos istorija,
1991 m. sausio 14 d. Auks¢iausiosios Tarybos-Atku-
riamojo Seimo vakariniame posédyje Adamas Mich-
nikas ir kiti lenky politikai demonstravo besalygiska ir
beatodairi$kg parama Lietuvos laisvei, taip palaikyda-
mi Lietuvos pilie¢iy kova su soviety agresija. Po keliy
dieny j Lietuvg atvykes artimiausias Adamo Michniko
bi¢iulis ir mokytojas Jacekas Kuronis pareiske, kad liks
Lietuvos parlamento rimuose tick, kiek bus batina.

Adamo Michniko pasakyti Zodziai virto konkre-
diais paramos ir palaikymo veiksmais: Lenkijos visuo-
meniniy organizacijy piketais priec SSRS ambasados
Var$uvoje, Lictuvos palaikymo mitingais VarSuvoje,
Krokuvoje, Gdanske ir kituose Lenkijos miestuose.

1991 m. sausio—vasario mén. dienras¢io ,Gaze-
ta Wyborcza® ir kity Lenkijos leidiniy puslapiuose
mirgéjo Adamo Michniko, Bronislavo Geremeko,
Ceslavo Milogo, Jaceko Kuronio, MalgoZatos Seinert,
Vlodzimero Sochackio, Ksistofo Volickio, Stanislavo
Lemo ir daugelio kity Lenkijos Zurnalisty, intelektu-
aly analitiniai straipsniai apie padétj Lietuvoje, liudi-
ninky pasakojimai, jspadziai, fotografijos i§ Lietuvos.
Apytikriais skai¢iavimais, Lenkijos spaudoje per vieng
ménesj apie padétj Lietuvoje buvo paskelbta apie 200
straipsniy.

Velesné Adamo Michniko veikla visada buvo palan-
ki Lietuvai. Jis ragino Lenkijos Vyriausybe kuo greic¢iau
pripazinti Lietuvos nepriklausomybe ir padéti Lietuvai
gauti diplomatinj pripaZinima tarptautinéje areno-
je. 2012 m. lapkri¢io 12 d. atsiimdamas jam suteiktas
Klaipédos universiteto garbés daktaro regalijas, Ada-
mas Michnikas simboliskai ir koncentruotai jvertino
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take, Michnik and other Polish politicians showed,
at the afternoon sitting of the Supreme Council-Re-
constituent Seimas of 14 January 1991, unconditional
and complete support for the freedom of Lithuania,
thereby championing the fight of Lithuanian citizens
against the aggression by the Soviet Union. A few days
later, Jacek Kuron, Michnik’s closest friend and teach-
er, came to Lithuania and stated that he would stay in
the buildings of the Lithuanian parliament as long as
necessary.

Michnik’s words translated into concrete actions
of support and advocacy: protest rallies held by Polish
grassroots organisations outside the Embassy of the
USSR in Warsaw and rallies in support of Lithuania
in Warsaw, Krakow, Gdansk and other cities in Poland.

In January and February 1991, the daily Gazeza Wy-
borcza and other Polish publications featured analytical
articles about the situation in Lithuania, eyewitness ac-
counts, impressions and photographs from Lithuania
by Adam Michnik, Bronistaw Geremek, Czestaw Milo-
sz, Jacek Kuron, Malgorzata Szejnert, Wiodzimierz
Sochacki, Krzystof Wolicki, Stanistaw Lem and many
other Polish journalists and intellectuals. At a rough
estimate, around 200 articles on the situation in Lithu-
ania appeared in the Polish press within a month.

Michnik always favoured Lithuania in his later ac-
tivities. He urged the Polish Government to recognise
Lithuanias independence as soon as possible and to
help Lithuania receive diplomatic recognition on the
international scene. When accepting the regalia of the
Honorary Doctor of Klaipéda University on 12 No-
vember 2012, Michnik symbolically and in a concen-
trated manner evaluated the results of cooperation be-
tween Lithuania and Poland.

Lithuania’s friend, Adam Michnik, repeatedly and
unambiguously argued against the undermining of
Polish-Lithuanian relations while addressing the is-



ezio Giedroico premijos jteikimas Adamui Michnikui Lietuvos
premijos
paveiksly galerijoje, Vilniuje. JeZio Giedroico dialogo ir

bendradarbiavimo forumo valdybos pirmininkas Alvydas Nikzentaitis

(kairéje), premijos laureatas Adamas Michnikas (de$inéje) su
skulptoriaus Stefano Vezbickio sukurtais simboliniais ,, AZuolais*.
Vilnius, 2014 m. geguzés 23 d. Fotografas Andzejus Kierulis

Lietuvos ir Lenkijos bendradarbiavimo rezultatus.
Lictuvos bi¢iulis Adamas Michnikas ne kartg vie-
nareik$miskai pasisaké pries lenky ir lietuviy santykiy
kir§inima, daroma sprendziant tautiniy mazumy klau-
simus. Pla¢iai nuskambéjo Adamo Michniko pasisa-
kymas: ,,Stebédami, kas vyksta Donecke ir Luhanske,
matome, kokie absurdiski yra gincai tarp Lietuvos ir
Lenkijos. Jie yra beprasmiai, jie yra kenksmingi — tai
reikia atvirai pasakyti. Yra politiky, kurie dirba Putino
politikos labui. Ranka rankon dirba. Nes gery Lietuvos

Awarding the Jerzy Giedroyc Prize to Adam Michnik in the
Lithuanian Picture Gallery in Vilnius. Prof Alvydas Nikzentaitis,
Chairman of the Board of the Jerzy Giedroyc Forum for Dialogue
and Cooperation (on the left); Prize winner Adam Michnik (on
the right) holding symbolic Oaks designed by sculptor Stefan
Wierzbicki. Vilnius, 23 May 2014. Photo by Andyzej Kierulis.

sues of national minorities. The following words by
Michnik received wide publicity: “When we see what
is going on in Donetsk and Luhansk, we understand
how preposterous disputes between Lithuania and Po-
land are. We need to make it clear that they are mean-
ingless and harmful. There are politicians who work for
the benefit of Putin’s policy. They work hand in hand.
Because the demolition of good relations between
Lithuania and Poland is beneficial only to the imperi-
alist policy of the Kremlin.”
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Laisvés premijos laurcatas Adamas Michnikas,

Respublikos Prezidenté Dalia Grybauskaité, Auks¢iausiosios
Tarybos-Atkuriamojo Seimo Pirmininkas, Lietuvos
Nepriklausomybés Akto signataras Vytautas Landsbergis

ir Seimo Pirmininké Loreta GrauZiniené.

Vilnius, 2015 m. sausio 13 d. Forografé Olga Posaskova
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka)

ir Lenkijos santykiy griovimas naudingas tik Kremliaus
imperialistinei politikai:*

2014 m. Laisvés premijos laureatas Adamas Mi-
chnikas yra daugelio garbingy Lenkijos valstybiniy ir
tarptautiniy apdovanojimy laureatas, pripazintas vienu
jtakingiausiy pasaulio Zzurnalisty, daugelio Europos ir
pasaulio universitety garbés daktaras. 2013 m. apdova-
notas $maiks¢ia Lenkijos Zurnalisty premija ,,UZ nuose-
kly buvima Michniku®.
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Adam Michnik, winner of the Freedom Prize; Dalia
Grybauskaité, President of the Republic of Lithuania;

Vytautas Landsbergis, President of the Supreme Council-
Reconstituent Seimas and Signatory to the Act of Independence,
and Loreta Grauziniené, Speaker of the Seimas.

Vilnius, 13 January 2015. Photo by Olga Posaskova

(Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania).

Adam Michnik, winner of the Freedom Prize 2014,
is a laureate of numerous honorary Polish national and
international awards, recognised as one of the most
influential journalists in the world and an Honor-
ary Doctor of many universities in Europe and in the
world. In 2013, he received the witty Polish journalist
prize “For Consistently Being Michnik”.

Michnik has also received the Commemorative
Medal of 13 January for his merits in developing rela-



Respublikos Prezidentés Dalios Grybauskaités sveikinimai
Laisves premijos laureatui Adamui Michnikui.

Vilnius, 2015 m. sausio 13 d. Forografé Olga Posaskova
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka)

Uz nuopelnus plétojant Lictuvos ir Lenkijos ry-
Sius 1992 m. Adamas Michnikas apdovanotas Sausio
13-osios atminimo medaliu, 2001 m. — Lietuvos di-
dziojo kunigaiks¢io Gedimino ordino Komandoro
kryziumi, 2008 m. — Lietuvos Respublikos uZsienio
reikaly ministerijos garbés Zenklu ,Lietuvos tiks-
tantmedio zvaigzdé“. Adamas Michnikas taip pat yra

Congratulations extended to Adam Michnik, winner of

the Freedom Prize by Dalia Grybauskaité, President of the
Republic of Lithuania. Vilnius, 13 January 2015. Photo by Olga
Posaskova (Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania).

tions between Lithuania and Poland (1992), the Cross
of Commander of the Order of the Lithuanian Grand
Duke Gediminas (2001), and The Star of Lithuania’s
Millennium, the award of honour of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania (2008).
He is also an Honorary Doctor of the Vytautas Mag-
nus University and Klaipéda University. On 23 May
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Seimo Pirmininké Loreta Grauziniené ir Laisvés premijos laureatas
Adamas Michnikas premijos jteikimo ceremonijoje.

Vilnius, 2015 m. sausio 13 d. Forografé Olga Posaskova

(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka)

Vytauto DidZiojo universiteto ir Klaipédos universi-
teto garbés daktaras. 2014 m. geguzés 23 d. Lietuvos
paveiksly galerijoje Adamui Michnikui jteikta Jezio
Giedroico premija, kurios steigéjas — Jezio Giedroico
dialogo ir bendradarbiavimo forumas.
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Loreta Grauziniené, Speaker of the Seimas, and Adam
Michnik, winner of the Freedom Prize, at the Prize awarding
ceremony. Vilnius, 13 January 2015. Photo by Olga Posaskova
(Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania).

2014, Michnik was awarded the Jerzy Giedroyc Prize
established by the Jerzy Giedroyc Forum for Dialogue
and Cooperation in the Lithuanian Picture Gallery.



Parodg atidaro Laisvés premijos laureatas Adamas Michnikas ~ The exhibition is opened by Adam Michnik, winner of the
ir Seimo Pirmininko pavaduotojas Gediminas Kirkilas. Freedom Prize, and Gediminas Kirkilas, Deputy Speaker of
Vilnius, 2015 m. sausio 13 d. Forografé Olga Posaskova the Seimas. Vilnius, 13 January 2015. Photo by Olga Posaskova
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka) (Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania).
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2013 METY LAISVES PREMIJOS
LAUREATAS - POLITINIS KALINYS,
POGRINDINIO LEIDINIO LIETUVOS
KATALIKY BAZNYCIOS KRONIKA
STEIGEJAS IR REDAKTORIUS,
ARKIVYSKUPAS SIGITAS TAMKEVICIUS SJ

Siandien sunku patikéti, kad uz tiesos Zodj galima
skirti griegto regimo lagerio bausmg. Anuomet sig
kaing reikéjo mokéti uz pastangg laisviau kvépuoti
ir neprarasti vilties, kad bet koks melas, prievar-

ta ir neteisybés turi uZprogramuotq galg. Melu

ir prievarta, tarsi buldozeriu, galima traiskyti
tauty ir Zmoniy likimus, bet negalima laiméti ga-
lutinés pergalés; ji visuomet bina tiesos ir laisvés
puséje. Pries 23 metus mes tq kovg laiméjome.”

I Sigito Tamkeviciaus kalbos iskilmingoje
Laisvés premijos jteikimo ceremonijoje.
Lietuvos Respublikos Seimas, 2014 m. sausio 13 d.

Sigitas TAMKEVICIUS gimé 1938 m. lapkritio
7 d. Gudoniy kaime, Lazdijy rajone, akininky $eimoje.
Buvo jauniausias i§ keturiy broliy. Mokési Krikstoniy
mokykloje, 1955 m. baige Seirijy viduring mokykla ir
jstojo j Kauno tarpdiecezing kunigy seminarija. 1957-
1960 m. buvo pasauktas atlikti tarnyba soviety armijo-
je. 1962 m. balandzio 18 d. Telsiy vyskupo Petro Maze-
lio j$ventintas kunigu.

Baiges kunigy seminarija, buvo paskirtas vikaru j
Alyty. Tadiau ¢ia uzsibuvo neilgai: badamas vienas is
aktyviausiy Vilkaviskio vyskupijos kunigy, pasipriesi-
nimo soviety valdzios vykdomai Bazny¢ios priespaudai
organizatoriy, 1962-1975 m. jis buvo kilnojamas i§
vienos parapijos j kita — dirbo vikaru Lazdijuose, Ku-
dirkos Naumiestyje, Prienuose, Vilkaviskyje, Simne.
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ARCHBISHOP SIGITAS TAMKEVICIUS SJ,
WINNER OF THE FREEDOM PRIZE 2013,
A POLITICAL PRISONER, FOUNDER
AND EDITOR OF THE UNDERGROUND
PUBLICATION CHRONICLE OF THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH IN LITHUANIA

“Today, it is hard to believe that the word of the truth may
lead to a punishment in a forced labour camp. Back then,
this kind of a price had to be paid for any move to take a
breath of greater freedom; and hope had to be cherished
that all deceit, violence and injustice are programmed to
end. Like a bulldozer, deceit and violence can crush des-
tinies of nations and people, but they cannot achieve the
ultimate victory because victory is always on the side of
the truth and freedom. We won this fight 23 years ago.”

From the speech by Sigitas Tamkevilius delivered
at the Freedom Prize award ceremony.

Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, 13 January 2014

Sigitas TAMKEVICIUS was the youngest of four
brothers born to a family of farmers in the village of
Gudonys in Lazdijai District on 7 November 1938.
Starting his education at a local school in the village
of Krikstonys, he graduated from the secondary school
in the town of Seirijai and entered the Catholic Semi-
nary in Kaunas in 1955. His service in the Soviet army
lasted from 1957 to 1960. On 18 April 1962, he was
ordained a priest by Bishop Petras Mazelis of TelSiai.

After graduating from the Seminary, Tamkevicius
was appointed vicar in Alytus. He did not stay there
long, however. Between 1962 and 1975, he was regu-
larly moved from one parish to another in Vilkaviskis
Diocese because of his activities in organising resis-
tance to the Soviet oppression imposed on the church.



Sigitas Tamkevitius. Fotografé Olga Posaskova  Sigitas Tamkevicius. Photo by Olga Posaskova
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka) (Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania) 71



Kunigas Sigitas Tamkevi¢ius anksti susidaré su val-
dzios institucijy neigiama pozicija dél Baznycios: jam
dirbant vikaru Lazdijuose, Religijy reikaly tarybos
igaliotinis Justinas Rugienis (KGB etatinis pareigiinas)
uz pamokslus ir vaiky katekizacija grasino atimsias
kunigo registracijos pazyméjima, o vyskupijos valdyto-
jas buvo ver¢iamas perkelti jj j kita parapija. Kudirkos
Naumieséio ir Prieny parapijose vikaru tarnavo trum-
pai — uz akiy saugumo virsininko buvo baramas, kad
pazeidzia jstatymus, o Prienuose jau minétas Justinas
Rugienis draudé sakyti pamokslus, grasino, kad atims
registracijos pazymeéjima ir neleis eiti kunigo pareigy.

1968 m. kunigas Sigitas Tamkevicius jstojo j Jezuity
ording (Societas lesu, SJ).

1969 m. perkeltas j Vilkaviskio parapijg eiti vikaro
pareigas, kunigas Sigitas Tamkevic¢ius drauge su kitais
uoliais kunigais parengé soviety valdziai peticija, ku-
rioje reikalavo, kad bty panaikintas j Kauno kunigy
seminarija priimamy studenty limitas. Sickiant i$veng-
ti persekiojimo, nuspresta po $iuo dokumentu surinkti
kuo daugiau kunigy para$y. Drauge su bendrazygiu
kunigu Juozu Zdebskiu per dvi advento savaites Sigitas
Tamkevic¢ius surinko per 60 Vilkaviskio vyskupijos pa-
rapijy kunigy parasy.

Uz §j ,nusikaltima® kunigas Sigitas Tamkevi¢ius ke-
lis kartus buvo tardomas KGB bustin¢je Vilniuje, jam
ir kunigui Juozui Zdebskiui metus uzdrausta eiti kuni-
go pareigas. Teko jsidarbinti darbininku Vilkaviskio
metalo dirbiniy gamykloje. Véliau Sigitas Tamkevicius
kartu su kunigu Juozu Zdebskiu dirbo Prieny melio-
racijoje, tadiau savo pasaukimo neissizadéjo. Drauge su
kunigu Juozu Zdebskiu émési pogrindinés kunigiskos
veiklos: vadovavo vienuoliy, inteligentijos ir jaunimo
slaptoms  rekolekcijoms ir konferencijoms, ugdziu-
sioms ne tik religinj, bet ir tautinj samoninguma.

Baigiantis 1969 m. buvo paskirtas vikaru Simno pa-
rapijoje. Tuo metu kunigy bareliuose buvo diskutuo-
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Consequently, he served as vicar in Lazdijai, Kudirkos
Naumiestis, Prienai, Vilkaviskis and Simnas.

Since an carly age, Sigitas Tamkevi¢ius was confront-
ed with the negative approach of the authorities towards
the Church. While serving as a vicar in Lazdjijai, he was
threatened by Justinas Rugienis, KGB ofhicer and com-
missioner of the Council for Religious Affairs, with the
withdrawal of his registration certificate as a priest for
preaching and teaching catechism to children, while the
bishop of the Diocese of Vilkaviskis was pressured into
moving him to another parish. Tamkevicius also briefly
served as a vicar in the parishes of Kudirkos Naumiestis
and Prienai, where the KGB chief scolded him for violat-
ing laws. In Prienai, Rugienis forbade him from preach-
ing and threatened to withdraw his registration certifi-
cate and prohibit him from performing his religious
duties as a priest.

In 1968, Sigitas Tamkevicius joined the Society of
Jesus (Societas Iesu, SJ).

Having been moved to Vilkaviskis Parish to serve
as a vicar in 1969, Tamkevidius, together with other
zealous priests, prepared to petition the Soviet gov-
ernment to lift the limit on the enrolment of students
at the Catholic Seminary in Kaunas. In order to avoid
persecution, it was decided to collect as many signa-
tures of priests as possible in support of the petition.
Within two weeks of Advent, Tamkevi¢ius and his
fellow-thinker, Father Juozas Zdebskis, gathered over
60 signatures of priests from the parishes in Vilkaviskis
Diocese.

Because of this “crime”, Tamkevi¢ius was repeatedly
interrogated at KGB headquarters in Vilnius. He and
Juozas Zdebskis were banned from carrying out their
duties as priests for a year. Tamkevic¢ius had to seek em-
ployment as a worker in the metal processing factory
in Vilkaviskis. He and Juozas Zdebskis later worked at
a civil construction and engineering enterprise in Prie-



Tikin¢iyjy teisiy gynimo kataliky komiteto nariai
Vidukléje, minint kun. Alfonso Svarinsko kunigystés
25 mety sukakej. IS kairés: Sigitas Tamkevicius,

Vincas Vélavicius, Juozas Zdebskis, Alfonsas Svarinskas,
Jonas Kauneckas. 1979 m. spalio mén. (Arkivyskupo
metropolito Sigito Tamkeviciaus S asmeninis archyvas)

jama dél pogrindzio spaudos batinumo, nes Baznyc¢iai
reikéjo leidinio, kuris Zadinty tautinj ir religinj samo-
ningumg, atspindéty Kataliky bazny¢ios sunkumus ir
bédas to meto salygomis.

Dar pries tai, 1971 m. gruodZio mén., aktyviy kuni-
gu déka buvo parengtas iSsamesnis dokumentas — me-
morandumas, skirtas SSRS komunisty partijos gene-
raliniam sekretoriui Leonidui Breznevui. Dokumente
suradyti reik$§mingiausi to meto BaZnycios persekio-
jimo faktai: vyskupy Julijono Steponavitiaus ir Vin-

Members of the Catholic Committee for the Defence of

the Rights of Believers in Viduklé commemorating the 25th
priesthood anniversary of Father Alfonsas Svarinskas. From
left to right: Sigitas Tamkevi¢ius, Vincas Vélavicius, Juozas
Zdebskis, Alfonsas Svarinskas, and Jonas Kauneckas. October
1979. (Personal archives of Archbishop Sigitas Tamkevicius SJ)

nai, but Tamkevicius did not give up his vocation. He
and Juozas Zdebskis got involved with underground
activities related to their calling. They led secret spir-
itual coaching and conferences for monks, nuns, intel-
lectuals and youth promoting not only religious but
also national consciousness of people.

At the end of 1969, Tamkevi¢ius was appointed
vicar in Simnas Parish. At that time, priests discussed
the necessity of underground press because the Church
needed a publication that would raise national and re-
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cento Sladkeviciaus tremtis, kunigy Juozo Zdebskio
ir Prospero Bubnio jkalinimas, Kauno kunigy semi-
narijos veiklos varzymai ir kiti tikinciyjy persekiojimo
faktai. Sj memorandumg per trumpg laika pasirasé dau-
giau kaip 17 000 Lietuvos tikinciyjy, o slaptai igaben-
tas i$ Lietuvos Maskvos disidenty déka memorandumo
tekstas pasické laisvajj pasaulj. Per 1972 m. Velykas ra-
dijo stotis ,Amerikos balsas“ pranes¢, kad Vakaruose
gautas ,,17 000 tikin¢iyjy memorandumas®.

Tokiomis salygomis buvo brandinama 1972 m.
kovo meén. Simno miestelyje pasirodZiusio pogrindi-
nio leidinio ,Lietuvos Kataliky Baznyéios Kronika“
(toliau — ,Kronika®) leidybos idé¢ja. Pavyzdj tam rodé
tuo metu Maskvos disidenty leidziama ,Dabarties
jvykiy kronika®, drasino vyskupy tremtiniy Julijono
Steponaviciaus ir Vincento Sladkevid¢iaus palaikymas.
»Kronikos“ pagrindinis sumanytojas, leidéjas ir redak-
torius 11 mety, iki pat suémimo ir jkalinimo 1983 m.,
buvo Simno vikaras (1972-1975 m.), Kybarty klebo-
nas (1975-1983 m.) Sigitas Tamkevicius.

»Kronikoje“ registruoti ir skelbti Baznycios veiklos
varzymo, tikindiyjy persekiojimo ir Zmogaus teisiy pa-
zeidimo faktai, juos liudijantys dokumentai. Slapéia pa-
sickdavusi Vakarus ir sulaukusi plataus atgarsio pasaulio
ziniasklaidoje, ,,Kronika® griové soviety propagandos
kuriama mitg apie komunistinés sistemos humaniskuma
ir tariama jsitikinimy laisve Soviety Sajungoje. Pavergto-
je Lietuvoje ,Kronika® drasino tikin¢iuosius, drausmino
linkusius kolaboruoti, stiprino Bazny¢ios vadovybes is-
tverme. Nepaisant KGB persckiojimy ir represijy, palie-
tusiy desimtis jkalinty ir Simtus $antazuoty ,,Kronikos*
bendradarbiy ir platintojy, ,,Kronika“ buvo reguliariai
leidZiama iki pat Laisves atgavimo. Iki Atgimimo iS¢jo 81
»Kronikos“ numeris (paskutinis — 1989 m. kovo 19 d.).

1978 m. lapkri¢io 13 d. penki uolas kunigai: Sigitas
Tamkevicius, Vincas Velavi¢ius, Alfonsas Svarinskas, Juo-
zas Zdebskis, Jonas Kauneckas pasirasé Tikin¢iyjy teisiy

74

ligious consciousness and report on the difficulties and
hardships faced by the Catholic Church.

In December 1971, dissident priests drafted a more
detailed document, a memorandum addressed to Leo-
nid Brezhnev, Secretary General of the Communist
Party. The document listed the most significant inci-
dents of the most recent persecution of the Church:
the exile of Bishops Julijonas Steponavi¢ius and Vin-
centas Sladkevicius, imprisonment of the priests Juozas
Zdebskis and Prosperas Bubnys, restrictions on the
activities of the Catholic Seminary in Kaunas, and per-
secution of believers. Within a very short period, the
memorandum was signed by over 17,000 Lithuanian
believers. It was then secretly taken out of Lithuania
and, with the help of Moscow dissidents, reached the
free world. On Easter in 1972, the Voice of America
reported that “the memorandum of 17,000 believers”
had made its way to the West.

Under these conditions, the idea to publish the un-
derground periodical, Chronicle of the Catholic Church
in Lithuania, was maturing. The Chronicle first ap-
peared in Simnas in March 1972. This action was in-
spired by the Chronicle of Current Events published
by Moscow dissidents and encouraged by the exiled
Bishops Julijonas Steponavi¢ius and Vincentas Slad-
kevi¢ius. Sigitas Tamkevi¢ius, who served as a vicar in
Simnas from 1972 to 1975 and as a priest in Kybartai
from 1975 to 1983, became the founding father of the
Chronicle, its publisher and editor for 11 years until his
arrest and imprisonment in 1983.

The Chronicle reported about the restrictions placed
on the church activity, the persecution of believers, and
human rights violations, and published the documents
testifying them. Secretly reaching the West and receiv-
ing a strong response in the media throughout the
world, the Chronicle was destroying the myth about
the humane communist system and alleged freedom



Kunigas Sigitas Tamkevicius $v. MiSiose, skirtose
jo grizimui i§ tremties paminéti. Kybartai, 1988 m.
lapkricio 6 d. (Okupacijy ir laisvés kovy muziejus)

gynimo kataliky komiteto jkarimo deklaracija. Apie ko-
miteto jkarimg ir jo tikslus 1978 m. lapkricio 22 d. pri-
vatiame bute Maskvoje uZsienio zurnalistams surengtoje
neoficialioje spaudos konferencijoje paskelbé komiteto
nariai Alfonsas Svarinskas, Sigitas Tamkevicius ir Juozas
Zdebskis. Maskvoje buvo paskelbti ir pirmieji dokumen-
tai: lapkri¢io 13-osios programiné deklaracija; laiskas
Sventajam Tévui, kuriame paaiskinti komiteto tikslai
ir uzdaviniai ir praSoma palaiminimo komiteto darbui;
kreipimasis j SSRS Religijuy reikaly taryba, reikalaujant
paleisti i$ tremties vyskupus Julijong Steponavitiy ir Vin-
centy Sladkeviciy bei leisti jiems eiti pareigas; kreipima-
sis | SSRS vidaus reikaly ministra dél leidimo kunigui

/I. L,

Father Sigitas Tamkevicius at the Holy Mass dedicated
to his return from exile. Kybartai, 6 November 1988
(Museum of Occupations and Freedom Fights)

of belief in the Soviet Union, i. e., the myth promot-
ed by Soviet propaganda. In the subjugated Lithuania,
the Chronicle encouraged believers, discouraged those
prone to collaborate, and strengthened the endurance
of the Church leadership. Though KGB persecution
and repression affected the co-authors and distribu-
tors of the Chronicle, with dozens being imprisoned
and hundreds blackmailed, the Chronicle was regularly
published until the restoration of freedom. In total, 81
editions were issued until the period of revival in Lith-
uania, the last being published on 19 March 1989.

On 13 November 1978, five zealous priests — Sigi-
tas Tamkevicius, Vincas Vélavi¢ius, Alfonsas Svarinskas,
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Pranciskui Masilioniui aplankyti savo brolius Jungtinése
Amerikos Valstijose; kreipimasis j Religijy reikaly tary-
bos jgaliotinj Petrag Anilionj, kuriame reiskiamas pasi-
piktinimas dél kunigy nubaudimo uz Véliniy procesijos
organizavima; kartu su rusy Tikinc¢iyjy teisiy gynimo
kriks¢ioniy komitetu pasirasytas bendras kreipimasis j
Sventaji Teva, kity religiniy bendruomeniy hierarchus,
valstybiy vadovus, tarptautines organizacijas. Praéjus vos
kelioms valandoms po komiteto nariy spaudos konfe-
rencijos Maskvoje, laisvojo Vakary pasaulio radijo stotys
jau transliavo Tikin¢iyjy teisiy gynimo kataliky komite-
to pareisSkimus.

Aktyvi Kybarty klebono veikla neliko nepastebéta.
1979 m. rugpjucio 29 d. kunigas Sigitas Tamkevi¢ius
buvo iskviestas j respubliking prokuratira, jam oficia-
liai buvo perskaitytas jspéjimas, kad, jeigu ir toliau tes
antitarybing veikla, jam gresia sankcijos pagal LTSR
Baudziamojo kodekso 68 straipsnj.

1972-1982 m., vadovaujami kunigo Sigito Tamke-
vidiaus, ,Kronikos® leidé¢jai sugebéjo parengti ir isleisti
51 ,Kronikos“ numerj. Jausdamas intensyvéjantj KGB
sekimg ir pavojy buti jkalintam, 1982 m. vasario 6 d.
Sigitas Tamkevic¢ius bi¢iuliams ir tikintiesiems paraé
»Dvasinj testamenta®, kuriame iSdésté svarbiausias min-
tis, savajj credo.

1983 m. geguzés 6 d. kunigas Sigitas Tamkevicius
buvo suimtas Alfonso Svarinsko teismo metu. 26 tomy
baudziamojoje byloje jis kaltintas antitarybine propa-
ganda ir agitacija, kad 1978-1983 m. ,,$meizé tarybine
valstybing ir visuomening santvarka, ragino pries ja ko-
voti, Zemino TSRS tarptautinj prestiza*, kad , Tikin¢iy-
ju teisiy gynimo kataliky komiteto vardu paruostuose
ir i$platintuose dokumentuose pateikdavo iskraipytus
faktus, $meizikiSkus prasimanymus®, ,ragino paZzeisti
tarybinius jstatymus, reguliuojancius baznycios atsky-
rima nuo valstybés ir nepaklusti vietinés valdzios or-
ganams®. Buvo prisimintas ir grupinis vaiky mokymas,
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Juozas Zdebskis and Jonas Kauneckas — signed the
founding declaration of the Catholic Committee for
the Defence of the Rights of Believers. On 22 Novem-
ber 1978, committee members Alfonsas Svarinskas,
Sigitas Tamkevi¢ius and Juozas Zdebskis announced
the establishment of the committee and its goals at an
informal press conference held for foreign journalists
in a private apartment in Moscow. It was also in Mos-
cow where the first documents were published: the 13
November declaration of the programme of the com-
mittee; a letter to the Holy Father explaining the goals
and tasks of the committee and secking blessing for its
work; an appeal to the USSR Council for Religious
Affairs to release Bishops Julijonas Steponavi¢ius and
Vincentas Sladkevi¢ius from exile and to allow them to
carry out their duties; an appeal to the USSR Minister
of the Interior demanding to permit Father Pranciskus
Masilionis to visit his brothers in the United States of
America; an appeal to Petras Anilionis, commissioner
of the Council for Religious Affairs, expressing indig-
nation at the punishment of the priests who had organ-
ised an All Souls’ procession; and an appeal to the Holy
Father and the leaders of other religious communities,
heads of state, and international organisations, signed
jointly with the Russian Christian Committee for the
Defence of the Rights of Believers. Just a few hours after
the press conference in Moscow, Western radio stations
were airing the statements of the Catholic Committee
for the Defence of the Rights of Believers.

The activities of Sigitas Tamkevicius did not go un-
noticed. On 29 August 1979, he was summoned to the
prosecutor’s office of the Lithuanian SSR and got a
formal warning about the impending sanctions under
Article 68 of the Criminal Code of the Lithuanian SSR
for continuing his anti-Soviet activities.

Led by Tamkevicius, the publishers of the Chronicle
managed to put together and issue 51 editions of the



Jauniausias Lietuvos vyskupas
jaunimo vardu sveikina

popieziy Jong Pauliy II

Dariaus ir Giréno stadione.

Kaunas, 1993 m. rugséjo 6 d. (Kauno
arkivyskupijos kurijos archyvas)

The youngest Bishop of Lithuania
welcomes Pope John Paul IT in the
Darius and Girénas Stadium.
Kaunas, 6 September 1993. (Archive
of the Archidiocese of Kaunas)
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Véliniy procesijy j kapines organizavimas, kaliniy Sel-
pimas. Kaltintas ir tuo, kad 1982 m. gruodzio 26 d. be
vietos valdzZios leidimo vieSoje vietoje — Kybarty bazny-
¢ios $ventoriuje — suorganizavo Kaledy eglutés $vente,
kad jvairiomis progomis ir jvairiose vietose pasake apie
15 inkriminuojamo turinio pamoksly.

1983 m. gruodZio meén. nuteistas desimdiai mety
laisves atemimo — $eseri metai griezto rezimo lageryje
ir ketveri metai tremties. 1984-1987 m. kal¢jo Permés
politiniy kaliniy lageryje Nr. 37, 1987 m. — Mordovi-
jos Barasevo lageryje, 1987 m. gruodzio mén. perkeltas
i Uralo politiniy kaliniy lagerj Nr. 35. 1988 m. birzelio
10 d. i$tremtas j Tomsko srities Staro Sainakovo kaima.
Ty paciy mety pabaigoje Sigitas Tamkevi¢ius buvo pa-
leistas j laisve.

1988 m. lapkricio 4 d. ryta didelé tikin¢iyjy minia
i§ skirtingy Lietuvos kampeliy su tautinémis ir popie-
ziaus véliavomis rinkosi j Vilniaus gelezinkelio stotj pa-
sitikti i§ tremties sugrjzusio kunigo Sigito Tamkeviciaus.

Atgimimo laikmec¢iu ir atkarus Nepriklausomybe,
1989 m. Sigitas Tamkevicius paskirtas Kauno tarpdie-
cezinés kunigy seminarijos dvasios tévu, 1990 m. — Sios
seminarijos rektoriumi. 1991 m. geguzés 4 d. popiezius
Jonas Paulius II paskyré jj tituliniu Turudos vyskupu ir
Kauno arkivyskupijos augziliaru. 1991 m. geguzes 19 d.
Kauno arkikatedroje bazilikoje arkivyskupas kardino-
las Vincentas Sladkevi¢ius konsekravo Sigita Tamke-
vi¢iy vyskupu. 1996 m. geguzés 4 d. Sigitas Tamkevi-
¢ius paskirtas Kauno arkivyskupu metropolitu. Sigitas
Tamkevi¢ius Kauno arkivyskupijos kurijai vadovavo iki
2015 m. 1999-2002 m. ir 2005-2014 m. — Lictuvos
vyskupy konferencijos pirmininkas.

Arkivyskupo Sigito Tamkevi¢iaus akeyvi pilietiné
veikla ginant tikindiyjy teises sovietinio rezimo metais
jvertinta Georgo fon Hertlingo medaliu. Medalis buvo
jteiktas 1996 m. lapkricio 3 d. Vokietijoje, Régensburgo

rotu$¢je, o nominantg medaliui pristaté Tikéjimo moks-
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publication in 1972-1982. On 6 February 1982, while
feeling intensified surveillance by the KGB and sensing
the risk of imprisonment, Sigitas Tamkevi¢ius wrote
“spiritual testament” to his friends and fellow believers
laying down his principal ideas and his credo.

Father Sigitas Tamkevi¢ius was arrested on 6 May
1983 during the trial of Alfonsas Svarinskas. In as many
as 23 volumes of the criminal case, he was accused of
anti-Soviet propaganda and campaigning, of “discredit-
ing Soviet public and social order, urging people to fight
against it, and damaging the international prestige of
the USSR’ of “presenting distorted facts and libellous
stories in the documents prepared and circulated on be-
half of the Catholic Committee for the Defence of the
Rights of Believers [...]”, of “inciting people to violate So-
viet laws governing the separation of the church and the
state and to defy local authorities” in 1978-1983. He
was also charged with teaching of children, organising
an All Souls’ procession to a cemetery, and assisting pris-
oners. Furthermore, Sigitas Tamkevi¢ius was indicted
for arranging, on 26 December 1982, a Christmas party
in a public space, the churchyard of Kybartai Church,
without the authorisation from local authorities and for
delivering approximately 15 sermons of incriminating
content on various occasions and in different places.

In December 1983, Sigitas Tamkevi¢ius was sen-
tenced to ten years in prison: six years in a forced labour
camp and four years in exile. He served his sentence in
the Perm Forced Labour Camp for Political Prisoners
No 37 (1984-1987) and the Barashevo Forced Labour
Camp in Mordoviya (1987). In December 1987, Tam-
kevi¢ius was moved to the Urals Forced Labour Camp
for Political Prisoners No 35. On 10 June 1988, he was
exiled to the village of Staro-Sainakov in Tomsk Oblast.
He was released at the end of the same year.

In the morning of 4 November 1988, a large crowd
of believers from various parts of Lithuania, carrying



Seimo Pirmininké Loreta GrauzZiniené, Laisvés
premijos laureatas arkivyskupas Sigitas Tamkevicius SJ
ir Seimo Pirmininko pavaduotojas Petras Austrevicius.
Vilnius, 2014 m. sausio 13 d. Forografé Olga Posaskova

(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka)

lo kongregacijos prefektas kardinolas Joszefas Racinge-
ris (biisimasis popiezius Benediktas XVI). Arkivyskupas
Sigitas Tamkevicius taip pat apdovanotas Sausio 13-os-
jos atminimo medaliu (1992 m.), Lietuvos didziojo
kunigaiks¢io Gedimino ordino Komandoro didziuoju
kryziumi (1998 m.), Lietuvos nepriklausomybés me-
daliu (2000 m.), Vy¢io Kryziaus ordino Komandoro
kryziumi (2002 m.). Tais padiais 2002 m. uz heroizma,
parodyta ginant Lietuvos Kataliky Baznycia okupaci-
jos metais, uz nuopelnus steigiant ir leidziant ,,Kronika®
jam jteiktas Sv. Pranciskaus Ksavero medalis (medalio
steigéjas — Sv. Pranciskaus Ksavero universitetas, JAV).

Loreta Grauzinien¢, Speaker of the Seimas; Archbishop
Sigitas Tamkevicius SJ, winner of the Freedom Prize;
and Petras Austrevi¢ius, Deputy Speaker of the Seimas.
Vilnius, 13 January 2014. Photo by Olga Posaskova
(Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)

national and papal flags, gathered at Vilnius Railway
Station to meet Father Sigitas Tamkevicius as he re-
turned from exile.

During the period of revival, in 1989, Sigitas Tam-
kevic¢ius was appointed the Spiritual Father of the
Catholic Seminary in Kaunas. After the restoration of
independence, in 1990, he became Rector of the Sem-
inary. On 4 May 1991, Pope John Paul II appointed
him Titular Bishop of Turuda and Auxiliary Bishop of
Kaunas. On 19 May 1991, Archbishop Cardinal Vin-
centas Sladkevi¢ius consecrated Sigitas Tamkevidius as
Bishop in Kaunas Arch-Cathedral Basilica.
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Sigitas Tamkevi¢ius was President of the Lithu-
anian Bishops” Conference from 1999 to 2002 and
from 2005 to 2014. He served as Archbishop Metro-
politan of Kaunas from 1996 to 2015.

The active civic involvement of Kaunas Archbish-
op Metropolitan Sigitas Tamkevi¢ius in protecting
the rights of believers during the Soviet period was
recognised by awarding him the Georg von Hertling
Medal. His nomination was suggested by Cardinal Jo-
seph Ratzinger, Prefect for the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith (future Pope Benedict XVI). The
medal was awarded at Regensburg Hall in Germany on
3 November 1996.

Archbishop Sigitas Tamkevicius has also received
the Commemorative Medal of 13 January (1992),
Grand Cross of Commander of the Order of the Lith-
uanian Grand Duke Gediminas (1998), Independence
Medal of Lithuania (2000), and Cross of Commander
of the Order of the Cross of Vytis (2002). In 2002, he
was also awarded the St. Francis Xavier Medal (found-
ed by St. Francis Xavier University, USA) for his her-
oism in defending the Catholic Church in Lithuania
during the occupation and for his merits in founding
and publishing the Chronicle.

Archbishop Sigitas Tamkevi¢ius is an Honor-
ary Citizen of the City of Kaunas (1994), Honorary
Doctor of Vytautas Magnus University (1999), and

Tribainoje — Laisvés premijos laureatas

arkivyskupas Sigitas Tamkevi¢ius SJ.

Vilnius, 2014 m. sausio 13 d. Forografé Olga Posaskova
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka)

At the rostrum: Archbishop Sigitas Tamkevicius S, winner
of the Freedom Prize. Photo by Olga Posaskova

Vilnius, 13 January 2014. Photo by Olga Posaskova

(Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)



Laisves premijos laureatui Sigitui Tamkevi¢iui
skirtos parodos , Tiesa i$laisvina“ atidarymas.
Auksdiausiosios Tarybos-Atkuriamojo Seimo

Pirmininkas, Lietuvos Nepriklausomybés Akto
signataras Vytautas Landsbergis, arkivyskupas Sigitas
Tamkevicius, Seimo narys Me¢islovas Zas¢iurinskas,
Seimo Pirmininko pavaduotojas Petras Austrevicius.

Vilnius, 2014 m. sausio 13 d. Fotografé Olga Posaskova
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotranka)

Arkivyskupas Sigitas Tamkevic¢ius yra Kauno miesto
garbés pilietis (1994 m.), Vytauto DidZiojo universiteto
garbés dakrearas (1999 m.), Lazdijy rajono garbés pilie-
tis (2010 m.). 2013 m. lapkricio 10 d. garbingos 75-eriy
mety sukakties proga arkivyskupas Sigitas Tamkevic¢ius
apdovanotas Kauno miesto savivaldybés 1-ojo laipsnio
Santakos garbes zenklu.

Opening of the exhibition titled Truth Liberates dedicated to
Archbishop Sigitas Tamkevicius SJ, winner of the Freedom Prize.
In the photo: Vytautas Landsbergis, President of the Supreme
Council-Reconstituent Seimas and Signatory to the Act of
Independence; Archbishop Sigitas Tamkevicius SJ; Mecislovas
Zas¢iurinskas, Member of the Seimas; and Petras Austrevidius,
Deputy Speaker of the Seimas and Chairman of the Freedom
Prize Commission. Vilnius, 13 January 2014. Photo by Olga
Posaskova (Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)

Honorary Citizen of Lazdijai District (2010). On 10
November 2013, on the happy occasion of the 75th an-
niversary of his birth, Archbishop Sigitas Tamkevicius
was awarded the First Class Honorary Badge Santaka
by the Municipality of the City of Kaunas.
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Antanas Terleckas. Forografé Olga Posaskova ~ Antanas Terleckas. Phoro by Olga Posaskova
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka) (Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)




2012 METY LAISVES PREMIJOS

LAUREATAS - POLITINIS KALINYS,

VIENAS AKTYVIAUSIY PASIPRIESINIMO
SOVIETINIAM OKUPACINIAM REZIMUI
DALYVIS, KOVOTOJAS UZ ZMOGAUS TEISES,
POGRINDINES ORGANIZACIJOS LIETUVOS
LAISVES LYGOS STEIGEJAS

ANTANAS TERLECKAS

»Stai esu pries jus Nepriklausomos Lietuvos Seimo
tribiinoje ir manau, kad laisvés kovy prasmé aiski
kiekvienam. Kartais isgirstu klausimag: ar uz

tokig Lietuvg kovojome? Ir sau, ir kitiems atsakaun:
svarbu pasvérus labai sunkias valstybés kirimosi
aplinkybes gvertinti tai, kg turime, nenusivilti ir
Zengti pirmyn. Netikéti Lietuvos ateitimi tolygu
pasmerkti tautg nebiliai, perbraukti misy senoliy
gyvenimus. Visagalis uz tai mums nedovanoty.”

IS Antano Terlecko kalbos iskilmingoje
Laisvés premijos jteikimo ceremonijoje.
Lietuvos Respublikos Seimas, 2013 m. sausio 13 d.

Antanas TERLECKAS gimé 1928 m. vasario
9d. Svendioniy apskrityje (dabar Ignalinos rajonas),
Krivasalio kaime, maZzazemio valstie¢io Seimoje. Jau
1945-yjy vasara, budamas Linkmeny progimnazijos
moksleivis, soviety valdZios suimamas. Apkaltintas pri-
klausymu pogrindinei ,,Gelezinio vilko® organizacijai
du ménesius buvo Ziauriai tardomas, tadiau pritriukus
jrodymy paleistas.

1946 m. Antanas Terleckas persikéle gyventi j Vil-
niy. Mokesi Vilniaus prekybos technikume. Jj baiggs,
jstojo j Vilniaus universiteto Ekonomikos fakultets.

ANTANAS TERLECKAS, WINNER OF THE
FREEDOM PRIZE 2012, A POLITICAL
PRISONER, ONE OF THE MOST ARDENT
PARTICIPANTS IN THE MOVEMENT OF
RESISTANCE TO THE SOVIET OCCUPATION,
A HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST AND FOUNDER
OF THE UNDERGROUND ORGANISATION
THE LITHUANIAN FREEDOM LEAGUE

“Here I stand in front of you at the rostrum of the Seimas
of the independent Lithuania and believe that everyone
clearly sees the meaning of freedom fights. Sometimes I
hear the question whether we fought for Lithuania, such as
it is today. My answer to myself and others is always that,
having considered the adverse conditions for state building,
the important thing, putting disappointment aside, is
to appreciate what we have and move forward. Not
believing in Lithuania’s future is the same as condemning
the nation to non-existence and debasing the lives of our
ancestors. The Lord would not forgive us for that.”

From the speech by Antanas Terleckas delivered
at the Freedom Prize award ceremony.

Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, 13 January 2012

Antanas TERLECKAS was born in Krivasalis Vil-
lage, Sventionys County (currently Ignalina District)
on 9 February 1928 to the family of a small-farm peas-
ant. In summer 1945, a student of a lower secondary
school in Linkmenys, Terleckas was arrested by the
Soviet authorities. He was charged with engagement
in the underground organisation Gelezinis Vilkas, in-
terrogated for two months and finally released due to
the lack of evidence.

Antanas Terleckas moved to Vilnius in 1946. He
studied at Vilnius College of Commerce. Subsequent-
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Antanas Terleckas su Zmona Elena Terleckiene bei vaikais
Vilija ir Gintautu gimtajame Krivasalio kaime prie tévy namy.
Sédi Antano Terlecko tévai Pranas Terleckas ir Teklé
Terleckiené. Krivasalis (Ignalinos rajonas), 1962 m.

liepos 22 d. (Antano Terlecko asmeninis archyvas)

Baiges universiteta, 1954 m. pradé¢jo dirbti SSRS vals-
tybinio banko Lietuvos skyriuje. Dirbdamas jstojo j
aspirantira Lietuvos SSR moksly akademijos Ekono-
mikos institute, ta¢iau 1957 m. buvo suimtas ir i§ aspi-
ranty sarady iSbrauktas.

Tuo metu Valstybiniame banke visi dokumentai
buvo rengiami rusy kalba, dauguma darbuotojy nemo-
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Antanas Terleckas with his wife Elena Terleckiené and children
Vilija and Gintautas, in Krivasalis, his native village, next to his
parents’ home. Sitting: Pranas Terleckas and Teklé Terleckiené,
parents of Antanas Terleckas. Krisvasalis (Ignalina District),

22 July 1962. (Personal archive of Antanas Terleckas)

ly, Terleckas entered the Faculty of Economics, Vilni-
us University. After the graduation in 1954, Terleckas
was employed in the Lithuanian Branch of the USSR
State Bank. At that point, he continued his studies as
a post-graduate student at the Institute of Economics,
Lithuanian SSR Academy of Sciences, but was arrested
and expelled from the Institute in 1957.



TaiSeto lagerio politiniai kaliniai. I§ kaires: Antanas Terleckas,
Stasys Ignatavi¢ius, Kestutis Dirzys, Antanas Jankauskas,
Pranas Skeiverys, Juozas Petrauskas, Henrikas Jatautis. TaiSetas,
1959 m. birzelio 24 d. (Antano Terlecko asmeninis archyvas)

kéjo né zodzio lietuviskai ir jy Zinios apie Lietuva buvo
labai menkos. Antanas Terleckas stengési bendradar-
bius supazindinti su $alies istorija, kalba, tatiau buvo
ap$auktas nacionalistu ir perkeltas j Zemesnes pareigas.
Su kalbininkais ir studentais lituanistais vazinéjo po
Pietry¢iy Lietuva, lictuviy gyvenamas vietoves Bal-
tarusijoje, veze ten lietuviy kalbos vadovélius, knygas,
spauda. 1957 m. gruodzio 24 d., per $v. Kadias, sovie-

Political prisoners at Taishet labour camp. From left: Antanas
Terleckas, Stasis Ignatavi¢ius, Kestutis Dirzys, Antanas Jankauskas,
Pranas Skeiverys, Juozas Petrauskas, Henrikas Jatautis. Taishet,

24 June 1959. (Personal archive of Antanas Terleckas)

At that time, all the documents in the State Bank
were drafted in the Russian language and the majority
of employees had a poor knowledge of the Lithuanian
language and Lithuania in general. Terleckas tried to
present the Lithuanian history and language to his col-
leagues; however, he was accused of being nationalistic
and downgraded to a lower position. Together with a
group of students of philology, Antanas Terleckas trav-
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ty represinés struktaros atliko kratg Antano Terlecko
bute, nors jokios nusikaltimg patvirtinan¢ios medzia-
gos nerado, jj suéme.

Antano Terlecko byla ir kity asmeny, kaltinamy
pogrindinés organizacijos »Tautos Frontas® ikﬁrimu ir
veikimu joje, bylos buvo sujungtos. Lietuvos SSR auks-
Ciausiasis teismas nuteis¢ Antang Terleckg 4 metams
lagerio. Kal¢jo Sibire, TaiSeto konclageryje, Irkutsko
srityje. Namuose, studenty bendrabutyje liko antro
vaiko besilaukianti Zmona su 4 mety dukrele.

Po 3 mety grjzes i$ jkalinimo vietos pagal specialybe
jsidarbinti neturéjo galimybiy, dirbo konstruktoriy biu-
re ,Puntukas® inZinieriumi, Valgykly ir restorany tresto
istaigose. 1964—1969 m. neakivaizdziai studijavo istori-
ja Vilniaus universitete. Studijy metu parengé diplomi-
nj darba ,Lictuva Rusijos valdZioje 1795-1915 metais®,
tadiau eilines kratos metu darbas buvo konfiskuotas sau-
gumieciy ir nebuvo leista laikyti baigiamujy egzaminy.

1973 m. geguzés mén. Antanas Terleckas vél suima-
mas uZ ,piktnaudziavimg tarnybine padétimi ir nutei-
siamas vienus metus kaléti. Pretekstu tapo reportazas
apie Simo Kudirkos teismg (Simas Kudirka, gimes
1930 m., jarininkas, bandes pabégti j JAV, 1971 m. ge-
guzés mén. nuteistas 10 mety kaléti). 1975 m. Antanas
Terleckas para$é atvira laiska Soviety Sajungos KGB
vadovui Jurijui Andropovui, kuriame i$désté savo po-
litines paziaras, kritikavo rusinimo politika, istorijos
falsifikavima, zmogaus teisiy pazeidinéjima. Sis laiskas
slapta buvo perduotas j Vakarus. Vatikano radijas keleta
ménesiy jj skaité Lietuvai. Jungtinése Amerikos Valsti-
jose §is laiSkas buvo i§verstas j angly kalba ir platinamas.

1975 m. gruodzio 9 d. Antanas Terleckas dalyvavo
zinomo Soviety Sajungos disidento Sergejaus Kovalio-
vo teisme Vilniuje, globojo procesa stebéti atvykusius
Rusijos disidentus — akademika Andrejy Sacharovs,
Aleksandra Lavuta, Sergejaus Kovaliovo zmong Liu-
dmilg Boicova.
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elled in Southeast Lithuania and the areas populated
by Lithuanians in Belarus and brought Lithuanian lan-
guage textbooks, fiction books and Lithuanian press
there. On 24 December 1957, on Christmas Fve, the
Soviet repressive authorities searched Terleckas™ apart-
ment and, even though no evidence of crime had been
found, he was arrested.

Antanas Terleckas’ court case and the cases of sever-
al other people charged with the establishment of and
engagement in the underground organisation 7Zau-
tos Frontas were merged. The Supreme Court of the
Lithuanian SSR convicted Terleckas to four years in a
labour camp. Terleckas served the sentence in Taishet
Labour Camp, Irkutsk Region, Siberia, leaving behind
his pregnant wife and a four-year-old daughter in a stu-
dent dormitory.

Having returned from the camp three years later,
Terleckas was not allowed to work as an economist and
thus he worked as an engineer for the design bureau
Puntukas and the Canteen and Restaurant Trust. He
entered the Extra-mural Department of Vilnius Uni-
versity to study history (1964-1969). Terleckas worked
on his thesis Lithuania under the Russian Rule in the
Period Between 1795 and 1915, which was scized by
the security officers during a routine search and Ter-
leckas was prevented from taking his final exams.

In May 1973, Antanas Terleckas was arrested again
for “abuse of office” and sentenced to one year in prison.
The arrest and the sentence resulted from the media re-
port on Simas Kudirka’s court hearing. Simas Kudirka,
born in 1930, was a sailor who attempted to flee to the
USA and was sentenced to ten years of prison in 1971.

In 1975, Terleckas wrote an open letter to Yuri An-
dropov, who then headed the Soviet KGB, where he
presented his political views and criticised the russi-
fication policy, forging of history and human rights
violations. The letter was secretly transferred to the



Lietuvos laisvés lygos piketas prie§ SSRS ekonoming blokada
Lietuvai, surengtas prie Lietuvos Respublikos Vyriausybés rimy.
Kalba disidentas, politinis kalinys, Lictuvos laisves lygos vadovas

Antanas Terleckas. Vilnius, 1990 m. geguzés 21 d. Forografas

Jonas Juknevicius (Lietuvos centrinio valstybés archyvo nuotranka)

1976-1977 m. kartu su Kestuciu Jokubynu ir Juliu-

mi Sasnausku bei kitais rengé ir leido pogrindinj leidinj

»Laisves Sauklys®, véliau vietoj jo — leidinj ,,Vytis®. Juose
spausdino tautinio ir istorinio turinio straipsnius, ke-

lian¢ius rusifikacijos, istorijos falsifikavimo problemas,

¥mogaus teisiy pazeidimo fakeus. Siy leidiniy straips-

The picket of the Lithuanian Freedom League against the
economic blockade of the USSR in Lithuania was held at the
Lithuanian Government Building. Antanas Terleckas, dissident,
political prisoner and leader of the Lithuanian Freedom League,
is delivering a speech. Vilnius, 21 May 1990. Photo by Jonas
Juknevitius (Photo of the Lithuanian Central State Archives)

West. It was read on Vatican Radio and broadcast to
Lithuania for several months. The letter was translated
into the English language and published in the United
States of America.

Antanas Terleckas participated in the court hearing
of the famous Soviet dissident Sergei Kovalev held in
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Paskelbus Akta , D¢l Lietuvos nepriklausomos valstybés
atstatymo" nuo Auks¢iausiosios Tarybos pastato fasado
nuimtas sovietinis herbas ir jo vietoje Antanas Terleckas
kabina batikq su Lietuvos Respublikos herbu — Vy¢iu.
Vilnius, 1990 m. kovo 11 d. Fotografas Andrius Petrulevicius
(Andriaus Petrulevicians asmeninis archyvas)

niy apzvalgos buvo spausdinamos pogrindiniame leidi-
nyje ,,Einamuyjy jvykiy kronika“ Maskvoje, Vakaruose
leidZiamame ,,Europos Lictuvyje ir kt. 1977 m. Anta-
no Terlecko namuose vél buvo atlikta krata. Buvo rasta
pogrindzio leidiniy, anoniminiy ir pasirasyty tekstu,
kurie buvo skelbti pogrindzio spaudoje ir kt. Antanas
Terleckas buvo sulaikytas ir tardomas KGB, bet po trijy
pary paleistas.

1978 m. birzelio mén. su bendramindiais jkare po-
grinding organizacija — Lictuvos laisvés lyga, kurios pa-
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Following the promulgation of the Act on the Re-establishment
of the Independent State of Lithuania, the Soviet coat of

arms was removed from the facade of the building of the
Supreme Council. Antanas Teleckas is replacing it with

the batik depicting Pyzis — the coat of arms of the Republic

of Lithuania. Vilnius, 11 March 1990. Photo by Andrius
Petrulevitius (Personal archive of Andyius Petrulevicins)

Vilnius on 9 December 1975 and took good care of the
Russian dissidents Andrei Sakharov, Alexander Lavut
and Lyudmila Boytsova, Kovalev’s wife, while they
stayed in Vilnius in order to follow the proceedings.

In 1976-1977, Antanas Terleckas, Kestutis Jokuby-
nas, Julius Sasnauskas and others edited and published
the underground publication Laisvés sauklys, which was
later replaced by the other publication Fy#is. They pub-
lished articles that dealt with national and historic top-
ics, russification policy and forging of history, as well as



Laisves statuléle 2012 m. Laisves premijos laureatui Antanui
Terleckui jteike Seimo Pirmininkas Vydas Gedyvilas.
Vilnius, 2013 m. sausio 13 d. Forografé Olga Posaskova
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotranka)

grindinis sickis buvo atkurti Lietuvos nepriklausomybe,
veiklos uzdaviniai — palaikyti tautines, religines verty-
bes, sickti tautos politinio, pilietinio i§prusimo, kelti
Lietuvos laisves klausima tarptautiniuose forumuose.
1979 m. rugpjucio 23 d. Antanas Terleckas kartu
su kitais bendrazygiais parenge ir paskelbé kreipimasi
i Atlanto Chartg pasirasiusiy $aliy vyriausybes ir Jung-
tiniy Tauty generalinj sekretoriy. Dokumente buvo
smerkiamas Molotovo—Ribentropo paktas ir jo pasek-
més, raginama pripazinti okupuoty Baltijos krasty tei-
s¢ i laisve ir nepriklausomybe. Dokumentg pasirase 38
lietuviy disidentai, 7 latviai, 4 estai ir keletas Zymiausiy

The Statuette of Liberty was awarded to Antanas Terleckas,
winner of Freedom Prize 2012, by Vydas Gedvilas, Speaker of
the Scimas. Vilnius, 13 January 2013. Photo by Olga Posaskova
(Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)

facts relating to human rights violations. The review of
the articles was published in the underground publica-
tion Einamuyjy jvykiy kronika in Moscow, in the newspa-
per Europos Lietuvis published in the West, etc. In 1977,
Antanas Terleckas’ home was searched again. During
the search, underground publications, anonymous and
signed texts were found. Terleckas was arrested, inter-
rogated by the KGB and released three days later.

In June 1978, Antanas Terleckas and his comrades
founded the underground organisation called the
Lithuanian Freedom League, which primarily aimed at
restoring the independence of Lithuania. Its main ob-
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Tribiinoje — Laisvés premijos
laureatas Antanas Terleckas.
Vilnius, 2013 m. sausio 13 d.
Fotografé Olga Posaskova
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo
archyvo nuotrauka)

At the rostrum: Antanas
Terleckas, winner of the
Freedom Prize. Vilnius,
13 January 2013. Photo by
Olga Posaskova (Archive
of the Seimas of the
Republic of Lithuania)



Laisvés premijos laurcata Antang Terlecka sveikina
Respublikos Prezidenté Dalia Grybauskaité. Vilnius,
2013 m. sausio 13 d. Forografé Olga Posaskova
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotranka)

Maskvos disidenty. Véliau $is dokumentas imtas vadin-
ti ,45-iy pabaltijie¢iy memorandumu®. Memorandu-
mas buvo placiai komentuojamas uzsienio ir Lietuvos
pogrindin¢je spaudoje.

1979 m. spalio 30 d. Antanas Terleckas buvo suim-
tas tre¢ia karta, kaltinamas nuolat renggs jvairius anti-
sovietinius tekstus, juos spausdings ir platings, siuntes

Congratulations to Antanas Terleckas, winner of the
Freedom Prize, are extended by Dalia Grybauskaité,
President of the Republic of Lithuania.

Vilnius, 13 January 2013. Photo by Olga Posaskova
(Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)

jectives were: support for national and religious values,
ensuring political and civic education of the nation,
and bringing forward the question of Lithuania’s free-
dom in international forums.

On 23 August 1979, Antanas Terleckas and his
comrades drafted an appeal to the signatory govern-
ments of the Atlantic Charter and to the Secretary
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Laisvés gynéjy dienos minéjimui skirty parody atidarymas.
Nuotraukoje: 2008-2012 m. Seimo kadencijos Seimo narys
Dailis Alfonsas Barakauskas, Laisvés premijos laureatas
Antanas Terleckas, Lietuvos Nepriklausomybés Akto
signataras Bronislovas Genzelis ir Seimo narys Arvydas
AnuSauskas. Vilnius, 2013 m. sausio 13 d. Fotografé Olga
Posaskova (Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka)

Soviety Sajungos bei tarptautinéms organizacijoms ir
ju vadovams. Lietuvos SSR auks¢iausiasis teismas nu-
teisé jj 3 metams lagerio ir 5 metams tremties. Buvo
kalinamas Permés lageriuose, véliau iStremtas j Maga-
dano sritj.

I Lictuva Antanas Terleckas grizo 1987 m. sausio
mén. ir netrukus vel akeyviai jsijungé j antisovietine,
politing veikla — atgaivino Lictuvos laisvés lyga, ren-
g¢ dokumentus. Reik$mingiausias tokios aktyvios
politinés veiklos rezultatas — 1987 m. rugpjucio 23 d.
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Opening of the exhibitions dedicated to the Day of the Defenders
of Freedom. In the photo: Dailis Alfonsas Barakauskas, Member
of the Seimas 2008—2012; Antanas Terleckas, winner of the
Freedom Prize; Bronislovas Genzelis, Signatory to the Act

of Independence; and Arvydas Anusauskas, Member of the
Seimas. Vilnius, 13 January 2013. Photo by Olga Posaskova
(Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)

General of the United Nations. The document con-
demned the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact and its implica-
tions and called for the recognition of the right to liber-
ty and independence of the occupied Baltic States. The
document was signed by 38 Lithuanian, seven Latvian
four Estonian dissidents and a few renowned dissidents
in Moscow. Later, this document became known as the
Memorandum of 45 Baltic Nationals. The Memoran-
dum was widely commented upon in the foreign and
Lithuanian underground press.



Lietuvos laisvés lygos suorganizuotas vie$as mitingas
Molotovo—Ribentropo samokslui atminti prie poeto
Adomo Mickevi¢iaus paminklo Vilniuje. 1989 m. ini-
cijavo gyventojy paray rinkima, kad i§ Lietuvos baty
i$vesta Soviety Sajungos kariuomene. Jsitraukus j $ig
akcija Sajudziui, buvo surinkta daugiau kaip 1,5 mln.
para$y. Prasidéjus Lietuvos SajudZio bangai, Antanas
Terleckas ir jo vadovaujama Lietuvos laisves lyga visa
laika ryZtingai ir nuosekliai kelé Lietuvos nepriklauso-
mybeés siekj, kuris véliau buvo jtvirtintas Kovo 11-osios
akte. Kovodamas uZ lietuviy teis¢ gyventi laisviems,
Antanas Terleckas to paties sické ir visoms Lietuvoje
gyvenanc¢ioms tautoms: yra apdovanotas Lenkijos Res-
publikos ordino ,,Uz nuopelnus Lenkijos Respublikai®
Karininko kryZiumi, jo straipsniai apie lietuviy ir Zydy
santykius i$versti j keliolika pasaulio kalby.

Lietuvai tapus nepriklausoma, Antanas Terleckas,
nors ir n¢jo jokiy oficialiy pareigy, nebuvo iSrinkeas j
Lietuvos Respublikos Seimg (kandidatavo 1998 m. ir
2007 m.), aktyviai dalyvavo $alies politiniame gyveni-
me, pasisakydavo aktualiausiais politinio ir visuomenés
gyvenimo klausimais.

Antanas Terleckas uz narsa, pasiaukojima ir iStver-
me kovojant dél tautos laisvés bei ginant zmogaus
teises okupuotoje Lietuvoje Respublikos Prezidento
1998 m. rugpjucio 21 d. dekretu apdovanotas 3-iojo
laipsnio Vy¢io Kryziaus ordinu (dabar — Vy¢io Kry-
ziaus ordino Komandoro kryzius); uz nuopelnus at-
kuriant ir jevirtinant Lietuvos nepriklausoma valstybe
2000 m. liepos 1d. apdovanotas Lietuvos nepriklau-
somybés medaliu; uz nuopelnus Lietuvos Respublikai
kaip pasipriesinimo judéjimo dalyvis, Lietuvos laisvés
lygos lyderis, soviety kariuomenés isvedimo i§ Lietuvos
teritorijos visuomeniniy akcijy iniciatorius ir organiza-
torius 2004 m. vasario 6 d. — Vytauto DidZiojo ordino
Karininko kryZziumi.

On 30 October 1979, Antanas Terleckas was ar-
rested for the third time on the grounds of drafting,
printing and distribution of various anti-Soviet texts
and of sending them to the USSR and international
organisations and their leaders. The Supreme Court
of the Lithuanian SSR sentenced him to three years
in the labour camp in Perm and to five years exile in
Magadansk Region.

Antanas Terleckas returned to Lithuania in Janu-
ary 1987 and soon after that he actively engaged into
anti-Soviet and political activities, revived the Lithu-
anian Freedom League and drafted documents to that
end. The most significant achievement of his political
activities was a public rally organised by the Lithuanian
Freedom League on 23 August 1987 at the monument
to poet Adomas Mickevi¢ius (Adam Mickiewicz) in
Vilnius to mark the Molotov-Ribbentrop plot. In 1989,
the League initiated the collection of signatures for the
withdrawal of the Soviet Army from Lithuania. With
the Lithuanian reform movement Sgjidis being in-
volved in the action, more than 1.5 million signatures
were collected. With the rise of the Lithuanian reform
movement Sgjidis, Antanas Terleckas and the Lithua-
nian Freedom League under his leadership were always
decisive and consistent in pursuing the objective of
Lithuania’s independence which was later enshrined in
the Act of March 11 of Independence. Fighting for the
right of Lithuanians to live in freedom, Antanas Ter-
leckas also sought the same for all nations in Lithuania.
He is the holder of the Officer’s Cross of the Order of
Merit of the Republic of Poland, and his articles about
relations between Lithuanians and the Jews have been
translated into more than ten languages.

When Lithuania regained its independence, An-
tanas Terleckas was actively involved in political life
of the country vaicing his views on the most relevant
political and public matters, even though he did not
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hold any official office nor was he elected to the Seimas
of the Republic of Lithuania (he ran for parliament in
1998 and 2007).

For his courage, dedication and perseverance in the
fight for national freedom and protection of human
rights in the occupied Lithuania, Antanas Terleckas
was awarded the Third Class Order of the Cross of Vy-
tis (currently the Cross of Commander of the Order
of the Cross of Vytis) by the Decree of the President
of the Republic of Lithuania of 21 August 1998. On
1 July 2000, he received the Medal of Independence of
Lithuania for his merits in restoring and strengthen-
ing Lithuania as an independent state. On 6 February
2004, he was awarded the Cross of Officer of the Order
of Vytautas the Great for his merits to the Republic of
Lithuania as a participant of the resistance movement,
leader of the Lithuanian Freedom League and initiator
and organiser of public campaigns for the withdrawal
of the Soviet Army from the territory of Lithuania.

Laisvés premijos jteikimo ceremonija. Tribiinoje — Seimo
Pirmininko pavaduotojas, Laisvés premijy komisijos pirmininkas
Petras Austrevicius. Vilnius, 2013 m. sausio 13 d. Fotografé Olga
Posaskova (Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotranka)

Freedom Prize awarding ceremony. At the rostrum: Petras
Augstrevi¢ius, Chairman of the Freedom Prize Commission.
Vilnius, 13 January 2013. Photo by Olga Posaskova

(Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)
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PIRMASIS LAISVES PREMIJOS LAUREATAS —
ZMOGAUS TEISIU GYNEJAS, KOVOTOJAS
UZ LAISVE IR DEMOKRATIJA
SERGEJUS KOVALIOVAS

»<...> Lietuva Zengia nauju europietiskos integracijos
kelin. AS manaun, kad tai yra pats viltingiausias,

pats bitiniausias dabartiniame pasaulyje kelias.

Stai kodel. Laisvé nedaloma. Negali biti tikrosios
laisvés né viename Zemés taske, kai tick daug kity
teritorijy yra vis dar engiamos arba valdomos tirony,

arba jos yra pavojingo paklydimo kelyje <...>*

1§ Sergejaus Kovaliovo kalbos iskilmingoje
Laisvés premijos jteikimo ceremonijoje.
Lietuvos Respublikos Seimas, 2012 m. sausio 13 d.

Rusijos politikas, Zmogaus teisiy gynéjas Sergejus
Adamovitius KOVALIOVAS gimé 1930 m. kovo 2 d.
Seredyna Budos mieste (Sumy sr., Ukraina). 1954 m.
baigé Maskvos valstybinio M. V. Lomonosovo univer-
siteto Biologijos fakulteta, jgijo biofiziko specialybe
(biologijos moksly kandidatas, 1964 m.).

Nuo 1968 m. Sergejus Kovaliovas aktyviai jsitrauke
i Zmogaus teisiy gynimo judé¢jima SSRS. 1969 m. gegu-
%és mén. tapo Zmogaus teisiy gynimo SSRS iniciatyvi-
nés grupés — pirmosios Salyje nepriklausomos visuome-
ninés Zmogaus teisiy gynimo asociacijos — nariu.

Sergejaus Kovaliovo buda kovojant uz zmogaus
teises puikiai atskleidZia $ios eilutés: ,,Zmogaus teisiy
gynimas Sergejui Kovaliovui — natarali mokslinés
veiklos tasa: mokslininkas negali susitaikyti su in-
formacijos laisveés nebuvimu, prievartiniu jsitikinimy
vienodinimu, su melu. Savo visuomeninéje veikloje
Sergejus Kovaliovas laikosi ty paciy principy, kaip ir
moksle: visy fakty Zinojimas, atsakingumas uz jy tiks-
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FIRST FREEDOM PRIZE WINNER:
SERGEI KOVALEV, HUMAN RIGHTS
ACTIVIST AND FIGHTER FOR FREEDOM
AND DEMOCRACY

“[...] Lithuania is on the new road of the European
integration. I believe that it is the most promising
and indispensable road in today’s world for the reason
that freedom is undivided. There is no true freedom in
any corner of the earth when so many lands stay under
the yoke or rule of tyrants or go dangerously
astray. [...]”

From the speech by Sergei Kovalev delivered
at the Freedom Prize award ceremony.
Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, 13 January 2012

The Russian politician and human rights activist,
Sergei Adamovich KOVALEYV, was born on 2 March
1930 in Seredina-Budha (Sumy Region, Ukraine). In
1954, he graduated from the Lomonosov Moscow
State University, Department of Biology, as a biophys-
icist (PhD in biology, 1964).

1968 marked the beginning of Kovalev’s active in-
volvement in the human rights movement in the USSR.
In May 1969, Kovalev became member of the Action
Group for the Defence of Human Rights in the USSR,
the first independent non-governmental human rights
association established in the country.

Kovalev’s attitude to the fight for human rights is ex-
cellently illustrated by the following words: “To Kovalev,
the defence of human rights is a natural continuation
of his research activities. No researcher can tolerate the
absence of the freedom of information, the forced uni-
fication of beliefs, and lies. As a public figure, Kovalev
adheres to the same principles that apply to science: full
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Prasidéjus Sergejaus Kovaliovo teismo procesui Vilniuje, 1975 m. As the court trial against Sergei Kovalev began in Vilnius in
gruodZio mén. i§ Maskvos atvyko didel¢ grupé Rusijos disidenty. December 1975, a large group of Russian dissidents arrived from
Akademikas Andrejus Sacharovas — penktas i§ desinés. Moscow. Fifth on the right — academician Andrei Sakharov.

(Lietuvos centrinio valstybés archyvo nuotrauka) (Photo from the Lithuanian Central State Archives)
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Sergejus Kovaliovas su zmona Liudmila
ir dukra Varvara tremtyje Kolymoje.
1982 m. kovo mén. (Okupacijy

ir laisvés kovy muziejus)

Sergei Kovalev with his wife Lyudmila and
their daughter Varvara in exile in Kolyma
in March 1982. (Photo from the Museum
of Occupations and Freedom Fights)
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Sergejus Kovaliovas ir jo bendrazyge Nijolé Sadunaité
susitikime su Lietuvos visuomene Vilniaus mokytojy
namuose. 2005 m. gruodzio 13 d. Forografas Andrius

Petrulevitius (A. Petrulevicians asmeninis archyvas)

ly pateikima, pagrjstos i$vados. Taip pat atvirumas ir
viesumas: (I§ Zmogaus teisiy gynimo SSRS iniciaty-
vinés grupés 52 nariy Maskvoje pareiskimo del Serge-
jaus Kovaliovo suémimo 1974 m.)

Sergejus Kovaliovas su bendrazygiais parengé arba
pasiras¢ daug dokumenty dél Zmogaus teisiy pazeidi-
my Soviety Sajungoje. Aktyviai prisidéjo prie pogrin-
dzio spaudos leidybos ir platinimo. Nuo 1971 m. -
vienas i§ pagrindiniy nelegalaus savilaidos biuletenio
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Sergei Kovalev with his fellow-fighter Nijol¢ Sadunaité. Photo
from Kovalev’s meeting with the representatives of society in
Lithuania at the Vilnius Teachers’ House on 13 December 2005.
Photo by Andyius Petrulevicius (Personal archive)

knowledge of facts, responsibility for their accurate rep-
resentation, and diligence in making conclusions, in addi-
tion to openness and publicity” (excerpt from the appeal
of the members of the Human Rights Initiative Group in
Moscow as regards the arrest of Kovalev in 1974).
Jointly with his fellow-members, Kovalev took part
in drafting and signing numerous documents on human
rights violations in the Soviet Union. He actively contrib-
uted to publishing and distribution of the underground



Laisves premijos laureatas Sergejus Kovaliovas ir disidentas
Antanas Terleckas Tuskulény rimties parko memorialiniame
komplekse. Vilnius, 2012 m. sausio 13 d. Fotografé Olga
Posaskova (Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka)

»Einamyjy jvykiy kronika“ - spausdinimo masinéle
dauginto zmogaus teisiy SSRS informacinio leidinio —
leidéjy.

Fakty apie Zzmogaus teisiy pazeidimus vie$inimo vei-
kla Maskvoje sudomino ir Lietuvos disidentus. 1971 m.
rudenj Sergejus Kovaliovas su masy $alies laisves kovo-
tojais aptaré galimybes nuolat teikti informacija apie
zmogaus teisiy pazeidimus Lietuvoje. Maskvoje Serge-
jus Kovaliovas susitikdavo ir bendradarbiavo su Lietu-

Sergei Kovalev, winner of the Freedom Prize, and Antanas
Terleckas, dissident, in the Memorial Complex of the Tuskulénai
Peace Park. Vilnius, 13 January 2012. Photo by Olga Posaskova
(Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)

press. From 1971 on, he was one of the key actors be-
hind the Chronicle of Current Events, an illegal samizdar
(self-published) bulletin on the human rights situation
in the Soviet Union, multiplied by using a typewriter.
The activities aimed to raise awareness on human
rights violations in Moscow drew the attention of Lith-
uanian dissidents. In autumn 1971, Kovalev and our
freedom fighters looked into the opportunities to regu-
larly provide information on the violations in Lithuania.
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Po Laisvés premijy jteikimo ceremonijos — Respublikos
Prezidente Dalia Graybauskaité, Laisvés premijos laureatas
Sergejus Kovaliovas ir Seimo Pirmininké Irena Degutiené.
Vilnius, 2012 m. sausio 13 d. Forografé Olga Posaskova
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka)

vos disidentais Nijole Sadunaite, Petru Plumpa, Sigitu
Tamkevi¢iumi ir kitais. Aktyvus bendradarbiavimas su
Lietuvos laisves kovotojais tesési iki pat soviety imperi-
jos zlugimo, Lietuvai atkuriant Nepriklausomybe ir ja
ginant. Zmogaus teisiy gynéjas musy Salies gyvenimu
nuo$irdziai domisi iki $iol.

Kreipdamasis j masy Salies Zmones Lietuvos Ne-
priklausomybés atkarimo 20-yjy metiniy minéjime
Seime, Zymusis Zmogaus teisiy gynéjas pirmiausia
pasveikino savo kovy draugus: ,Tiesiai prie§ mane
sédi mano draugas Balys Gajauskas, ir man didziulé
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After the Freedom Prize awarding ceremony. In the
photo: Dalia Grybauskaite¢, President of the Republic
of Lithuania; Sergei Kovalev, winner of the Freedom
Prize; and Irena Degutiené, Speaker of the Seimas.
Vilnius, 13 January 2012. Photo by Olga Posaskova
(Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)

In Moscow, Kovalev liaised and cooperated with the
Lithuanian dissidents Nijol¢ Sadunaité, Petras Plumpa,
Sigitas Tamkevicius, and others. His active cooperation
with the freedom fighters in Lithuania continued until
the fall of the Soviet empire, persisted during the rees-
tablishment of Lithuania’s independence and its defence.
The human rights defender continues to show perma-
nent and sincere interest in the situation in Lithuania.
During his address to the Lithuanian Seimas on 11
March 2010 on the occasion of the 20th anniversary
of the restoration of independence, the famous human



Laisves premijos laureatas Sergejus Kovaliovas, Auks¢iausiosios
Tarybos-Atkuriamojo Seimo Pirmininkas, Lictuvos
Nepriklausomybés Akto signataras Vytautas Landsbergis ir
Kauno arkivyskupas metropolitas Sigitas Tamkevicius.
Vilnius, 2012 m. sausio 13 d. Forografé Olga Posaskova
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotrauka)

garbé buvo sédeti kal¢jime, kuriame kal¢jo jis. AS ne-
galiu neprisiminti savo Lietuvos draugy — Jono Ka-
dZionio ir daugelio daugelio kity. A§ turiu omenyje
ir miSko brolius, partizanus, a$ turiu omenyje ir vé-
lesnio meto disidentus, a§ turiu omenyje ir ,,Lietuvos
Kataliky Baznyc¢ios Kronikos® leidéjus ir autorius.
Man, vienam i§ ,Einamuyjy jvykiy kronikos“ redak-
toriy, buvo didZiulé garbé bendradarbiauti su jais.
Su Sigitu Tamkevi¢iumi, su Petru Plumpa, su Nijo-
le Sadanaite ir su jau amzingjj atilsj Juozu Zdebskiu
bei dalyvaujanciu ¢ia ponu Alfonsu Svarinsku. Jeigu

Sergei Kovalev, winner of the Freedom Prize; Vytautas
Landsbergis, President of the Supreme Council-Reconstituent
Seimas and Signatory to the Act of Independence; and

Sigitas Tamkevic¢ius, Archbishop Metropolitan of Kaunas.
Vilnius, 13 January 2012. Photo by Olga Posaskova

(Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)

rights defender first of all saluted his fellow-fighters:
“My friend Balys Gajauskas is sitting right before me; it
was an extraordinary privilege for me to be imprisoned
in the same prison where he used to be jailed. I cannot
help but remember my Lithuanian friends, including
Jonas KadZionis and many others. I also mean the forest
brotherhood, partisans, dissidents of the later times, and
the authors and publishers of The Chronicle of the Cath-
olic Church in Lithuania. As one of the editors of The
Chronicle of Current Events, 1 felt immensely privileged
to work with them. I have in mind Sigitas Tamkevi¢i-
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Laisves statuléle Sergejui Kovaliovui jteike
Seimo Pirmininké Irena Degutiené. Vilnius,
2012 m. sausio 13 d. Fotografé Olga Posaskova
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotranka)

lietuviy tauta nebuty turéjusi $iy garbingy Zmoniy,
galiu jus patikinti, nebuty ir Sajudzio. Ir greidiausiai
nebiity to istorinio sprendimo 1990 m. kovo 11-3ja.
Ir $tai kodél man i§ tikryjy didziule garbé buti iy gar-
bingy Zzmoniy draugu:*

»Einamujy jvykiy kronikoje® buvo skelbiama ir apie
lageriuose kalinamus lietuvius, tikindiyjy persekioji-
ma, Zmogaus teisiy pazeidimus bei prieSinimasi val-
dzios veiksmams Lietuvoje, nuo 1972 m. prane$ama
apie naujus ,Lietuvos Kataliky Baznycios Kronikos®
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The Statuette of Liberty is awarded to Sergei Kovalev by
Irena Degutiene, Speaker of the Seimas. Vilnius,

13 January 2012. Photo by Olga Posaskova (Archive

of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)

us, Petras Plumpa, Nijolé Sadinaité, and the late Juozas
Zdebskis as well as Mr Alfonsas Svarinskas, who is pres-
ent here today. If it were not for those noble-minded
people in Lithuania, I can assure you that the Sgjidis re-
form movement would not have come into being. The
historical decision made on 11 March 1990 would not
have been made. This is why I feel privileged indeed to
be a friend of these distinguished personalities.”

The Chronicle of Current Events, inter alia, informed
the readers about Lithuanians in the forced labour



Seimo Pirmininko pavaduotojas, Laivés premijy
komisijos pirmininkas Petras Austrevi¢ius ir Laisvés
premijos laureatas Sergejus Kovaliovas. Vilnius,
2012 m. sausio 13 d. Fotografé Olga Posaskova
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotranka)

numerius. Sergejus Kovaliovas taip pat prisidé¢jo prie
»Lietuvos Kataliky Bazny¢ios Kronikos® platinimo, jo
pastangomis leidinys buvo perduodamas j Vakarus.

1974 m. gruodzio 28 d. Sergejus Kovaliovas buvo
suimtas, apkaltintas antisovietine propaganda ir agita-
cija ir teisiamas Vilniuje.

1975 m. gruodzio mén. teismas jam skyré 7 metus
laisvés atémimo, bausme atlickant grieztojo rezimo la-
geryje, ir 3 metus tremties. Bausme Sergejus Kovaliovas

Petras Austrevi¢ius, Deputy Speaker of the Seimas
and Chairman of the Freedom Prize Commission,
and Sergei Kovalev, winner of the Freedom Prize.

Vilnius, 13 January 2012. Photo by Olga Posaskova
(Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)

camps, prosecution of believers, human rights violations,
and opposition to the government actions in Lithuania.
Starting with 1972, the bulletin published information
about the new issues of The Chronicle of the Catholic
Church in Lithuania. Kovalev also contributed to the
distribution of The Chronicle of the Catholic Church in
Lithuania; thanks to his efforts the publications reached
Western countries. On 28 December 1974, Kovalev
was arrested on charges of anti-Soviet propaganda and
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atliko Skalno lageriuose (Permé) ir Cistopolio kaléji-
me, véliau buvo itremtas j Kolyma.

Kartu su Sergejumi Kovaliovu tremtyje kaléjes jo
bendrazygis Petras Plumpa teigia: ,Pagrindinis Serge-
jaus Kovaliovo filosofijos principas — ne ginkluota, ne
prievartiné ir ne pogrindiné veikla, o Zmogaus teisiy
gynimas. Jis teigé, kad Zzmogaus teisés yra tiltas tarp
Dievo ir Zmogaus. Galima sakyti, kad Zzmogaus teisiy
gynimas yra Sergejaus Kovaliovo religija. Suvarzyto,
pazeminto, i$nickinto, Zmogaus Zodzio, minties ir vei-
klos teisiy atkarimas yra religinis veiksmas, leidZiantis
zmogui suartéti su Dievu. Ir §i veikla batinai turi bati
viega:

1987 m. jam buvo leista grjzti j Maskva. Grjzgs |
sosting, zmogaus teisiy gynéjas vel émési visuomeninés
veiklos: Andrejaus Sacharovo rekomenduotas tapo vie-
nu i§ Zmogaus teisiy projekto grupés prie Tarptautinio
zmonijos iSgyvenimo ir plétros fondo (véliau — Rusijos
ir Amerikos Zmogaus teisiy grup¢) pirmininky, buvo
Tarptautinio humanitarinio seminaro organizacinio
komiteto narys (1987 m. gruodzio mén.), dalyvavo ku-
riant spaudos klubg ,Glasnost®, organizacijos ,Memo-
rial“ steigiamajame suvaziavime (1990 m. tapo vienu i§
jos pirmininky). Tuo padiu metu Sergejus Kovaliovas
tapo Maskvos Helsinkio grupés nariu.

Budamas kartu su Lietuva 1990 m. kovo 11-3ja,
Auksciausiosios Tarybos-Atkuriamojo Seimo posédyje
zmogaus teisiy gynéjas i§ 50 mety trukusios okupacijos
j laisve einandios Lietuvos veiksmus pavadino stebuklu.
,Siandieninis atvykimas man asmenikai labai dZiugus,
kadangi mes visi kartu su dZiaugsmu i§gyvename nauja
stebuklg. Stebuklas vyksta. Tq stebukla jis darote savo
rankomis, ir a§ dziaugiuosi, kad galiu jus pasveikinti.
Ziarékime j ateitj su viltimi, su optimizmu. Jasy laisvé —
musy laisve®, — pabrézé Sergejus Kovaliovas.

Aktyvig Sergejaus Kovaliovo parama Lictuva jau-
té ir itin sunkiomis 1991-yjy akimirkomis. ,,I§ dalies
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campaigning and tried in Vilnius. In December 1975,
the court sentenced him to seven years of strict-regime
labour camps and three years of exile. Kovalev served the
sentence in labour camps in Perm and in Chistopol pris-
on, and was in exile to Kolyma afterwards.

Petras Plumpa, a fellow-fighter and fellow-deportee
of Kovalev, says, “The core principle of Kovalev’s philos-
ophy is the defence of human rights as opposed to armed
and forced underground activities. Kovalev thought that
human rights are a bridge between the human and the
divine. One may even say that, for Kovalev, the defence
of human rights is a religion. The restoration of the lim-
ited, humiliated, and desecrated rights to the freedom of
speech, belief, and actions is a religious act that allows for
a rapprochement between the humane and the divine.
This type of activities should always be public.”

He was allowed to return to Moscow in 1987. Af-
ter his return to the capital, the human rights activist
renewed his engagement in social activity. On recom-
mendation of Andrei Sakharov, Kovalev became one
of the chairmen of the Human Rights Project Group
under the International Foundation for the Survival
and Development of Humanity (later — the U.S.-Rus-
sian Human Rights Group), was a member of the or-
ganisational committee of the International Humani-
tarian Conference (December 1987), participated in
the establishment of the press club Glasnost, and took
part in the founding congress of the human rights soci-
ety Memorial. In 1990, he became one of its chairmen.
Concurrently, Kovalev joined the Moscow Helsinki
Group.

As a supporter of Lithuania’s ambitions, he participat-
ed in the sitting of the Supreme Council - Reconstituent
Seimas on 11 March 1990 and said the actions of Lith-
uania on the way to freedom after the 50 years of occu-
pation were a mere miracle. “Today’s arrival has made
me personally very happy because we are all excited to



Seimo Pirmininko pavaduotojas, Laisvés premijy komisijos
pirmininkas Petras Austrevidius, Seimo Pirmininké

Irena Degutiené, Laisvés premijos laureatas Sergejus
Kovaliovas ir dainininké Veronika Povilioniené.

Vilnius, 2012 m. sausio 13 d. Fozografé Olga Posaskova
(Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo archyvo nuotranka)

mano $alies, mano tautos garbei turiu pasakyti, kad ta
kruvinajj 1991-yjy sausj Maskvos gatvése kita diena,
sausio 14-3ja, i8¢jo | gatves maskviec¢iy minios. Ir Sie
Simtas tukstandiy, bent jau $imtas tukstan¢iy maskvie-
¢iy, uzkirto kelig tolesniam smurtui Vilniuje, taip pat,
beje, Rygoje ir Taline. Ir tai néra vienintelis stebuklas,
jivykes mano $alyje. Dar vienas jy jvyko ty paciy mety
rugpjicio ménesj.’

Nuo 1990 m. Sergejus Kovaliovas jsitrauké j aktyvia
politine veikla, ¢jo jvairias pareigas, susijusias su zmo-
gaus teisiy apsauga, Rusijos Federacijos Valstybés Da-
moje, Prezidento taryboje.

Petras Austrevi¢ius, Deputy Speaker of the Seimas and
Chairman of the Freedom Prize Commission; Irena
Degutiené, Speaker of the Seimas; Sergei Kovalev, winner
of the Freedom Prize; and Veronika Povilioniené, singer.
Vilnius, 13 January 2012. Photo by Olga Posaskova
(Archive of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania)

witness a new miracle. The miracle is in progress. This
is the miracle you are creating yourselves and I am hap-
py to commend you on that. Let us look forward to the
tuture, inspired by hope and optimism. Your freedom is
our freedom,” Sergei Kovalev emphasised.

Lithuania equally felt the active support of Kovalev
during the particularly difficult moments in 1991. “Par-
tially to the honour of my country and my nation, I have
to say that crowds took to the streets in Moscow on 14
January, the next day after the bloody Sunday of 13 Jan-
uary 1991. Roughly 100.000 moscovites on the streets
impeded further violence in Vilnius, Riga, and Tallinn.
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1993 m. aktyviai dalyvavo kuriant judé¢jima, po to ir
partija ,Rusijos pasirinkimas® (véliau — ,,Rusijos demo-
kratinis pasirinkimas®).

Sergejus Kovaliovas — vienas i§ 1991 m. sausio mén.
pasiradytos Rusijos Zmogaus ir pilie¢io teisiy deklaraci-
jos autoriy. Jis buvo vienas pagrindiniy dabar galiojan-
¢ios Rusijos Federacijos Konstitucijos antrosios dalies

,,Zmogaus ir pilie¢io teisés ir laisvés® autoriy.

Dar vienas svarbus Sergejaus Kovaliovo ginamy ver-
tybiy aspektas — visuotiné pagarba Zmogaus teiséms.
Sergejus Kovaliovas astriai kritikavo Rusijos valdZios
veiksmus Ceéénijoje. Nuo pirmyjy karo dieny jis dirbo
karo veiksmy rajonuose. Sergejus Kovaliovas ir jo ben-
drazygiai atliko lemiama vaidmenj 1995 m. birzelio
mén. gelbstint jkaitus Budionovske.

1996 m. Sergejus Kovaliovas jkare naujg visuome-
nine¢ organizacijg — Zmogaus teisiy instituta. Sergejus
Kovaliovas yra daugelio tarptautiniy Zmogaus teisiy
gynimo premijy laureatas: Europos Tarybos Zmogaus
teisiy premijos (1995 m.), Niurnbergo Zzmogaus tei-
siy premijos (1995 m.), Tarptautinés Zmogaus teisiy
lygos premijos (1996 m.), Norvegijos Helsinkio ko-
miteto Zmogaus teisiy premijos (1996 m.), Jungtiniy
Amerikos Valstijy Zmogaus teisiy gynimo organizaci-
jos »Laisvés namai“ apdovanojimo, KenedZio premi-
jos (2000 m.), I¢kerijos Cetény Respublikos Garbeés
riterio ordino (atsisaké priimti apdovanojima iki Ce-
¢énijos karo pabaigos, ordinas jteiktas 1997 m. sausio
mén.) ir kt. 1992 m. jam jteiktas Sausio 13-osios atmi-
nimo medalis, 1999 m. — Lietuvos didZiojo kunigaiks-
¢io Gedimino ordino Komandoro didysis kryzius.
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This is not the only miracle in my country, though. An-
other miracle happened in August 1991

Starting with 1990, Kovalev was active in politics and
occupied a variety of positions related to the defence of
human rights at the State Duma of the Russian Federa-
tion and the Presidential State Council.

From 1993 on, Kovalev was actively engaged in fo-
unding a movement, and later a political party, titled
the Choice of Russia (subsequently renamed into the
Democratic Choice of Russia).

Kovalev co-authored the Declaration of Human
and Civil Rights in Russia (January 1991). He was also
the co-author of Chapter 2 of the current Constitution
of the Russian Federation titled Rights and Freedoms
of Man and Citizen.

Yet another significant aspect of the values Kovalev
stands for is the universal respect to human rights. This
is why Sergei Kovalev fiercely criticised the actions of the
Russian authorities in Chechnya. He worked in the regi-
ons of military operations from the very outbreak of the
war. Sergei Kovalev and his comrades played an important
role in freeing the hostages in Budyonnovsk in June 1995.

Kovalev founded a new NGO named the Human
Rights Institute in 1996.

Sergei Kovalev is a holder of many international
human rights awards, including the Council of Europe
Human Rights Prize (1995), Nuremberg Human Ri-
ghts Award (1995), Award of the International League
for Human Rights (1996), Human Rights Award of the
Norwegian Helsinki Committee (1996), Award of the
US human rights organisation Freedom House, Kenne-
dy Award (2000), Order of the Knight of Honour of the
Chechen Republic of Ichkeria, which he refused to ac-
cept before the end of the Chechen War and which was
awarded to him in January 1997. Kovalev was granted
the Commemorative Medal of 13 January in 1992 and
the Grand Cross of Commander of the Order of the Li-
thuanian Grand Duke Gediminas in 1999.



LAISVES PREMIJU KOMISIJOS

FREEDOM PRIZE COMMISSIONS

2016—2020

Radvile MORKUNAITE-MIKULENIENE,
komisijos pirmininké, Tévynés Sajungos-
Lietuvos kriks¢ioniy demokraty frakcija
(Chair, Homeland Union - Lithuanian
Christian Democrat Political Group);

Juozas BAUBLYS, Liberaly sajudZio frakcija
(Liberals Movement Political Group);

Petras GRAZULIS, frakcija ,, Tvarka ir teisingumas®
(Order and Justice Political Group);

Eugenijus JOVAISA, Lietuvos valstieciy ir
zaliyjy sajungos frakcija (Lithuanian Farmers
and Greens Union Political Group);

Gediminas KIRKILAS, Lictuvos
socialdemokraty darbo frakcija (Lithuanian
Social Democratic Labour Political Group);

Michal MACKEVIC, Lietuvos lenky rinkimy
akcijos-Krik$¢ionisky Seimy sajungos frakcija
(Electoral Action of Poles in Lithuania —
Christian Families Alliance Political Group);

Ausra MALDEIKIENE, Misri Seimo
nariy grupé¢ (Non-attached Members);

Antanas MIKALAUSKAS, Lietuvos jaunimo
organizacijy taryba (Lithuanian Youth Council);

Juozas OLEKAS, Lietuvos socialdemokraty partijos
frakcija (nuo 2018 03 22) (Lithuanian Social
Democratic Party Political Group) (from 22 03 2018);

Jonas PRAPIESTIS, Lietuvos Nepriklausomybés
Akto signataras (Signatory to the Act
of Independence of Lithuania);

Rimvydas Raimondas SURVILA, Lietuvos
Nepriklausomybés Akto signataras (Signatory
to the Act of Independence of Lithuania);

Rita TAMASUNIENE, Lietuvos Respublikos
Seimo ir Pasaulio lietuviy bendruomenés komisija
(Commission of the Seimas of the Republic of
Lithuania and the Lithuanian World Community);

Kotryna TAMKUTE, Lietuvos jaunimo
organizacijy taryba (nuo 2018 03 22) (Lithuanian
Youth Council) (from 22 03 2018);

Mantas ZAKARKA, Lietuvos jaunimo organizacijy
tarybos prezidentas (iki 2018 03 22) (President,
Lithuanian Youth Council) (until 22 03 2018).
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2012—2016

Irena DEGUTIENE, komisijos pirmininké,
Teévynés sajungos-Lictuvos krik$¢ioniy demokraty
frakcija (Chair, Homeland Union - Lithuanian
Christian Democrat Political Group);

Irena Anna GASPERAVICIUTE, Lietuvos
Respublikos Seimo ir Pasaulio lietuviy bendruomenés
komisija (Commission of the Seimas of the Republic

of Lithuania and the Lithuanian World Community);

Gediminas KIRKILAS, Lietuvos
socialdemokraty partijos frakcija (Lithuanian
Social Democratic Party Political Group);

Dalia KUODYTE, Liberaly sajidzio frakcija
(nuo 2016 11 24) (Liberals Movement
Political Group) (form 24 11 2016);

Juzef KVETKOVSKI], Lietuvos lenky
rinkimy akcijos frakcija (Lithuanian Poles’
Electoral Action Political Group);

Nikolaj MEDVEDEY, Lietuvos
Nepriklausomybés Akto signataras (Signatory
to the Act of Independence of Lithuania);

Saulius PECELIUNAS, Lictuvos
Nepriklausomybés Akto signataras (Signatory
to the Act of Independence of Lithuania);

Emilis REMEIKIS, Lietuvos jaunimo
organizacijy taryba (nuo 2016 11 24)
(Lithuanian Youth Council) (form 24 11 2016);
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Povilas URBSYS, Misri Seimo nariy
grupé (Non-attached Members);

Ona VALIUKEVICIUTE, frakcija ,, Tvarka ir
teisingumas® (Order and Justice Political Group);

Mantas ZAKARKA, Lietuvos jaunimo organizacijy
taryba (Lithuanian Youth Council);

Metislovas ZASCIURINSKAS, Lictuvos
Respublikos Seimo ir Pasaulio lictuviy bendruomenés
komisija (Commission of the Seimas of the Republic
of Lithuania and the Lithuanian World Community);

Zita ZVIKIENE, Darbo partijos frakcija
(Labour Party Political Group).

Petras AUSTREVICIUS, komisijos
pirmininkas, Liberaly sajudzZio frakcija

(iki 2014 06 27) (Chair, Liberals Movement
Political Group (until 27 06 2014);

Vytautas Antanas MATULEVICIUS, frakcija
»Drasos kelias“ (iki 2014 09 25) (“The Way of
Courage” Political Group (until 25 09 2015);

Loreta SENKUTE, Lietuvos jaunimo organizacijy
tarybos prezidenté (iki 2014 09 25) (President,
Lithuanian Youth Council (until 25 09 2014).



20I1—20I2

Petras AUSTREVICIUS, komisijos
pirmininkas, Liberaly sajiadzio frakcija (Chair,
Liberals Movement Political Group);

Sarinas FROLENKO, Lietuvos jaunimo
organizacijy taryba (Lithuanian Youth Council);

Irena Anna GASPERAVICIUTE, Lietuvos
Respublikos Seimo ir Pasaulio lietuviy bendruomenés
komisija (Commission of the Seimas of the Republic
of Lithuania and the Lithuanian World Community);

Bronislovas GENZELIS, Lietuvos
Nepriklausomybés Akto signataras (Signatory
to the Act of Independence of Lithuania);

Romas GUDAITIS, Lietuvos Nepriklausomybeés
Akto signataras (Signatory to the Act
of Independence of Lithuania);

Justinas KAROSAS, Lietuvos socialdemokraty
partijos frakcija (Lithuanian Social
Democratic Party Political Group);

Jonas KONDROTAS, Darbo partijos
frakcija (Labour Party Political Group);

Donalda MEIZELY TE-SVILIENE, Kriks¢ioniy
partijos frakcija (Christian Party Political Group);

Artaras MELIANAS, Liberaly ir centro sajungos
frakcija (Liberal and Centre Union Political Group);

Auksuté RAMANAUSKAITE-SKOKAUSKIENE,
Tevynés sajungos-Lietuvos kriks¢ioniy demokraty
frakcija (Homeland Union - Lithuanian

Christian Democrat Political Group);

Paulius SAUDARGAS, Lictuvos Respublikos
Seimo ir Pasaulio lietuviy bendruomenés komisija
(Commission of the Seimas of the Republic of
Lithuania and the Lithuanian World Community);

Loreta SENKUTE, Lietuvos jaunimo organizacijy
taryba (Lithuanian Youth Council);

Gintaras SONGAILA, Misri Seimo nariy
grupé (Non-attached Members);

Ona VALIUKEVICIUTE, frakcija ,, Tvarka ir
teisingumas® (Order and Justice Political Group).

111



LAISVES
PREMIJA

FREEDOM
PRIZE

2018 12 12. Tirazas 1000 egz.

leido Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo kanceliarija

Gedimino pr. 53, LT-01109 Vilnius

Spausdino uzdaroji akciné bendrové ,,Petro ofsetas®,
Naujoji Riovoniy g. 25C, 03153 Vilnius



143034

786098

9




	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	v1.pdf
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack

	v2.pdf
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack


